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ABOUT

ORGANIZERS

As an initiative of EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy and the Institute 

of International Relations, and under the patronage of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

of the Czech Republic, Office of the Government of the Czech Republic, Representation of the 

European Commission in the Czech Republic and the City of Prague, the Prague European 

Summit has been established to trigger a strategic and open debate on the future of the 

European Union among high-level political representatives, government officials, business 

representatives, academicians and journalists from the Czech Republic, EU countries, 

 V4 countries and other. 

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, non-partisan, and independent think-tank focusing on European 
integration. EUROPEUM contributes to democracy, security, stability, freedom, and solidarity across Europe as well as to 
the active engagement of the Czech Republic in the European Union. EUROPEUM undertakes research, publishing, and 

educational activities and formulates new ideas and opinions for the EU and Czech policy making.

 

The Institute of International Relations, Prague (IIR) is an independent public research institution which conducts excellent 
academic research in the field of international relations, focusing on European studies, security studies, area studies and 
other related disciplines. The IIR has been the leading academic institution for the study of international relations in the 
Czech Republic since 1957 and it is also an active member of several international research networks. In its IR research, 
it sets national benchmarks for the quality of scientific research in International Relations. As an independent institution 
originally founded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the IIR also provides policy analysis and recommendations. It serves 
as a hub for academics, policy makers and the general public. It stimulates the expert, intellectual and public debates on 
Czech foreign policy, European affairs and global issues. The IIR also publishes a number of academic journals and books, 

and offers a joint PhD programme in International Relations and European Studies.
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WELCOME WORDS

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

we are about to engage together in yet another round of dialogue on pressing issues that profoundly impact on our Union. 

A year has passed, and the Prague European Summit (PES) is here once again, convened at the heart of the continent, and 

instantiating, once again, an agora where statesmen meet experts, businessmen, NGO representatives and young leaders who 

will shape the fates of Europe in the decades to come.

Only, this year, it is all different. Europe, like the rest of the world – living, perhaps for the first time ever, through such a com-

mon experience synchronised in the real time –, has met with a silent and insidious enemy. We will prevail, no doubt. The cost, 

however, will be enormous, and while we may not yet see the future, but rather contemplate the possible futures after (or with) 

COVID-19, it is safe to say that significant pressure on political leadership, economic welfare and social cohesion lie ahead. All 

against the backdrop of pre-existing issues, further compounding the instability and insecurity at a potentially global scale. 

Notably, the increased geopolitical competition that will confront the EU with dilemmas of (dis)engagement; societal divisions 

and the rise of ethnonationalism preying on the false dream of autarky and isolation; or the climate catastrophe.

COVID-19 brings about challenges that demand resources and resolve we are yet to mobilise. Perhaps, it also opens new op-

portunities to adapt for the world to come by not only recovering, but effectively redesigning our polities and economies. It may 

even inspire a growing sense of a global and cosmopolitan community of “terrestrial fate” which the French philosopher Bruno 

Latour sets against the futuristic, posthumanist hypermodernisation or the surge in the experience of ethnic national identity.

At a time like this, it is imperative we develop a vision for not only the EU’s role in the life of its citizens but also in the world. 

We must set the EU on a path of effective recovery and build resilience in the face of (inevitable) future shocks, perhaps even 

becoming more antifragile (distributed and diversified) in nature, rather than just build better defences (of protectionism). It is 

now that such changes are more important than ever. We need to also consider the participative dialogue about how to best 

design the EU’s recovery and resilience policies, how to invest in a better and sustainable future, or how precisely to set the 

EU’s boussole strategique in the making, possibly to the point of arriving, as Josep Borrell would wish, to something akin to 

a common strategic culture.

PES has been a place for such dialogue for years, and even with challenges of our own regarding how to ensure that the 

conversation is ongoing, we have not yielded. Instead, our team has been working day and night to make it possible – and 

to do so in a variety of new, innovative ways. We are honoured to have so many distinguished guests lined up to take part in 

the discussions; seeing, as we do, the importance of publicly engaging issues of the day spanning from more immediate re-

sponses to COVID-19 to democracy and rule of law, green transition, trade and industrial policy for the future to the dynamic of 

Transatlantic relations after the U.S. presidential election. And we are grateful to all of you, who even at this difficult time when 

we, among other, cannot meet you in the grand halls of the Czernin Palace, take time to participate in the conversation. For it is 

only by means of an open, responsive and participative dialogue that we may dream of a better world after COVID-19. A world 

made not just of the pieces of the old glued together, but one united and inspired by a vision of common fate that ultimately 

provides a horizon to our being.

Vladimír Bartovic,  
Director, 

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy

Ondřej Ditrych, 
Director, 

Institute of International Relations Prague.
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The International Programme Board is the key advisory body of the Prague European 

Summit. It meets on a regular basis, at least once a year. The International Programme 

Board is comprised of leading international thinkers who care about the future of European 

integration. The Board is essential in shaping the substantive part of the Prague European 

Summit, and its tasks include the formulation of programme priorities for the upcoming 

Summit in November 2020 as well as innovative suggestions regarding the Summit´s 

structure, its side-events and its output.

INTERNATIONAL  
PROGRAMME BOARD
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László Andor,
Secretary-General, Foundation  
for European Progressive Studies 

László Andor is Head of Department and Associate Professor at the 
Department of Economic Policy (Corvinus University of Budapest). 
He is also Senior Fellow at Hertie School of Governance (Berlin) and 
Visiting Professor at ULB (Brussels).

He served as EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion from 2010-2014. Between 2005 and 2010, he was a mem-
ber of the board of directors at the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, representing Hungary, the Czech Republic, the 
Slovak Republic and Croatia.

Andor holds a degree in Economic Sciences from Karl Marx (now 
Corvinus) University as well as an MA in Development Economics 
from the University of Manchester. During his studies, he spent time 
at George Washington University, the University of Oslo, King’s College 
London and the Dutch Royal Academy of Sciences.

In 1997/8 he was Visiting Fulbright Scholar at Rutgers University 
(USA). He has authored, edited or co-edited a dozen books in Hungary. 
Since 1998, he has been member of the trustees of the European 
Studies Foundation in Budapest.

Andor was awarded Doctor Honoris Causa at Sofia University of 
National and World Economy in May 2014 and the Legion of Honour 
(chevalier) by the French President in August of that year.

Péter Balázs,
Professor, Central European University, 
former EU Commissioner & Minister  
of Foreign Affairs of Hungary

Prof. Balázs graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of Economics of the 
“Karl Marx” University (today Corvinus University). He got his PhD de-
gree and habilitated at the same University. He is ScD of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. In parallel with his government and diplomatic 
career, he has been teaching and doing research. He was nominated 
Professor of the Corvinus University in 2000 and joined the CEU as 
full time Professor in 2005.

Prof. Balázs is currently holding a Jean Monnet Ad Personam Chair at 
CEU. His research activities are centered on the foreign policy of the 
EU and problems of the late modernization and European integration 
of the Eastern part of the continent. He also analyzes questions of 
European governance including the future of European institutions. He 
is regularly teaching at various home and foreign universities, lectur-
ing in English, French, German and Hungarian. In 2005, he established 
the Center for European Neighborhood Studies (CENS) at the Central 
European University.

Vladimír Bartovic,
Director, EUROPEUM Institute  
for European Policy 

Vladimír Bartovic is the director of EUROPEUM Institute for European 
Policy. In 2014 he has been appointed external advisor – a member 
of the Group of External Advisors on the EU policies to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and a member of the Programme 
Council of the Czech – Polish Forum. In 2015 he has been elected 
member of the Board of Directors of PASOS – Policy Association for 
an Open Society.

He graduated in international trade and international politics at the 
University of Economics, Prague, Faculty of International Relations. He 
also studied at University of Granada, Faculty of Political Science and 
Sociology.

From 2011 to 2012 he served as a director of Strategic Planning and 
Analysis at the Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Slovak Republic. He also worked as an editor in the Integrace maga-
zine. He has been lecturing on topical EU issues at the Institute of 
Public Administration and the Czech National Bank. He co-operated 
with OSCE election missions in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Kosovo.

Steven Blockmans,
Director, The Centre for European  
Policy Studies (CEPS)  

Steven Blockmans is Directo at the Brussels-based think tank 
Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), Professor of EU External 
Relations Law and Governance at the University of Amsterdam, and a 
founding member of the Centre for the Law of EU External Relations 
(CLEER). He is the author of ‘Tough Love: the EU’s relations with the 
Western Balkans’ (AP/CUP 2007) and the (co-)editor of more than 10 
volumes, including ‘The EU’s Role in Global Governance’ (OUP 2013) 
and ‘Differentiated Integration in the EU: From the Inside Looking Out’ 
(CEPS 2014). He served as leading author of the FES-sponsored Task 
Force on ‘More Union in European Defence’ chaired by Javier Solana 
(CEPS 2015). 

For more than 20 years Steven has combined his academic work with 
contract research carried out for EU and national donors, consultancy 
activities and training for professionals. He has advised governments 
of third countries on their relations with the EU and worked on numer-
ous technical assistance projects in wider Europe and Asia. He is a 
regular speaker at international conferences and a frequent commen-
tator on EU affairs for international media. Before joining CEPS in 2012, 
Steven was Head of Research at the Asser Institute, an international 
law centre based in The Hague. From 2010 to 2014, he was a spe-
cial visiting professor at the Law Faculty of University of Leuven. From 
2007 to 2009 he served as a long-term expert on legal approxima-
tion in the framework of an EU-sponsored project in support for the 
Ministry of European Integration of Albania.
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Martin Bútora, 
Advisor to Former Slovak  
President Andrej Kiska 

Ambassador (Rtd) Martin Bútora was the advisor to President of 
Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska (from June 2014 to June 2019). He is 
the founder and honorary president of the Institute for Public Affairs in 
Bratislava established in 1997. In 1990 – 1992 he served as advisor for 
human rights to President Václav Havel. From 1999 to 2003, he was 
the Ambassador of Slovakia to the United States.

Amb. Butora holds a PhD. in Sociology from Charles University in Prauge. 
He taught at Charles University, Trnava University and University of 
Economics in Bratislava. He writes on civil society, foreign policy, and 
democratic transformation. In the last years, he co-authored and/or 
co-edited Visegrad Elections 2010: Domestic Impact and European 
Consequences, 2011; Active Citizenship and Nongovernmental Sector 
in Slovakia, 2012; Alternative Politics? The Rise of New Political Parties 
in Central Europe, 2013; Collective Defence and Common Security. 
Twin Pillars of the Atlantic Alliance. Group of Policy Experts report to 
the NATO Secretary General, 2014.

Ambassador Butora is the recipient of the Democracy Service Medal 
from the National Endowment for Democracy (1999), Crystal Wing 
Award for diplomatic achievements (2002), and Knight’s Cross of the 
Order of Polonia Restituta (2011). He served as Human Rights Advisor 
to Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel (1990–1992).

Aleš Chmelař, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 for European Issues, Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

Prior to joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic as 
a Deputy Minister, Aleš Chmelař worked at the Government Office 
as State Secretary for European Affairs of the Czech Republic. Before 
that he was a researcher in the field of financial markets at the Center 
for European Policy Studies (CEPS), the largest and oldest think-
-tank in Brussels. From 2014, he worked as head European analyst 
at the Czech Government Office and Head of EU Economic Policy 
Coordination. He is specialized in European economic and financial 
policy, the transformation of post-communist countries and the in-
dustrial strategy of Central Europe.

Ondřej Ditrych, 
Director, Institute of International 
Relations Prague 

Dr. Ditrych holds degrees in International Relations from University of 
Cambridge (Mphil.) and Charles University in Prague (Ph.D.) where he 
is now an academic fellow and becoming the director of the IIR, was in 
charge of coordinating D. CENT Karl Deutsch Centre for International 
Political and Social Research at the Department of International 
Relations. He has gained valuable experience as the Fulbright re-
search fellow at Belfer Center, Harvard University, a visiting researcher 
at CERI, Sciences Po, Paris and SWP Berlin, an associate fellow at 
European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) and an analyst 
for NATO SHAPE. In his current research, he explores terrorism and 
revolutionary violence in global politics, NATO and European security, 
ethnopolitical conflicts in the Postsoviet space, and global trends and 
their analysis and forecasts.

Dr. Ditrych is the author of more than forty academic articles, monog-
raphies and book chapters. His articles have been published in leading 
impacted journals in the field of International Relations. His latest book, 
Tracing the Discourses of Terrorism: Identity, Genealogy, and State, 
was published by Palgrave Macmillan (2014). Dr. Ditrych has taken part 
in a number of collective research projects, as well as expert analy-
ses for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, EEAS 
or the European Parliament. He is currently a principal investigator of 
PRIMUS 17/HUM/24 Hybrid Revolutionary Actors in Global Politics 
(2018-) and a senior researcher in an interdisciplinary center of excel-
lence UNCE Violence, Trauma and Justice (2018-).

Roland Freudenstein, 
Policy Director, Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies 

Roland Freudenstein was born in Bonn, Germany. After a two year 
voluntary military service, he studied political science, economics, 
Japan studies and international relations in Bonn and Los Angeles. 
Having worked as a research fellow at the German Council on Foreign 
Relations, he became a member of the foreign and security plan-
ning staff of the European Commission in Brussels in the 1990s. 
Subsequently, he became the director of the Warsaw office of the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation and later held a leading function in the 
Foundation’s central office in Berlin. After coming back to Brussels in 
2004, he represented the German city state of Hamburg to the EU.

Roland Freudenstein is now, since 2008, Head of Research and 
Deputy Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies. 
He has contributed to debates and published extensively on European 
integration, international security, German-Polish relations, global de-
mocracy support and recently about the changes in the Middle East. 
Since 2015 Roland Freudenstein is also a Policy Director of the Wilfried 
Martens Centre for European Studies.
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Ivan Hodáč, 
Founder and President,  
Aspen Institute Central Europe 

Ivan Hodáč is a Founder and Vice-President of the Aspen Institute 
Prague. He was Secretary-General of the European Automobile 
Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) from 2001 until October 2013. 
He is currently member of a special Advisory Group of experts, which 
advises the European Commission in negotiation of the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership with the United States (TTIP). He 
is also the Chairman of the Board at cabinet DN. The Financial Times 
listed him among the most influential personalities in Brussels politics. 
Before joining ACEA, he was Senior Vice-President and Head of the 
Time Warner Corporate office for Europe. Previously he was Secretary-
General of the trade organization IFMA/IMACE, Senior Economist at 
Didier & Associates, and Assistant Professor at the College of Europe, 
Bruges. He was born in Prague, where he studied mechanical enginee-
ring. He completed his education in economics and political science 
at the University of Copenhagen and the College of Europe in Bruges 
(European studies).

Milena Hrdinková, 
State Secretary for European Affairs, 
Office of the Government  
of the Czech Republic

Ms Hrdinková has been actively involved in international relations and 
EU affairs during her entire career. She has represented the Czech 
Republic in EU institutions such as ECOFIN and other international 
bodies; she had also worked on implementing EU law into the Czech 
legislation prior to the Czech Republic’s accession to the EU, served 
as a national expert in the European Commission, and chaired an EU 
Council’s working group during the Czech presidency of the EU.

Until January 2019, she had been employed at the Ministry of Finance 
where she held expert and managerial positions such as department 
director at the Office of the Minister of Finance and advisor of the 
Deputy Minister of Finance for Taxes and Customs, and she had also 
directed the International Relations and Financial Markets section. She 
specialises in fiscal relations and development assistance and she has 
served as an external expert for the International Monetary Fund.

She also occasionally teaches at the University of Economics in Prague.

Rudolf Jindrák,
 Director of International Department 
at the Office of the President  
of the Czech Republic

The start of the career of Dr. Rudolf Jindrák was tied with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. He started in the Consular Department and served 
as a General Consul in Munich. He focused mainly on the relation-
ships with Central European states and German speaking states and 
served as a Head of First Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(bilateral relations with Austria, Germany, Hungary, Liechtenstein, 
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Switzerland). He was appointed as the 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
to the Republic of Hungary, to the Republic of Austria, to the Federal 
Republic of Germany between years 1998 and 2014. He also acted as 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in 2001 to 2004 and in 2014 to 
2015.Since August 2015 he has served in the advisory board of PM 
Bohuslav Sobotka where he was responsible for fostering of the rela-
tions with Germany and Central European cooperation agenda. Since 
15 March 2017 he serves as the Director of the Foreign Department of 
the Presidential Office.

Dana Kovaříková,
Head of the European Commission 
Representation in the Czech Republic 

At present, she is Head of the European Commission Representation 
in the Czech Republic. Before taking up this position, she worked 
as the Acting Head of Representation of the EC to the Czech 
Republic; a Head of Political Sector as well as a Press Officer in 
the EC Representation. As regards her Brussels experience, she 
worked in the Directorate General for Communications Networks, 
Content & Technology (2012–2013) being in charge of relations with 
stakeholders. Before that she worked in the Secretariat General of 
the Commission, as a policy coordinator (2005–2006) and then 
in charge of Briefings for the President (2006– 2012). Earlier, she 
worked in the Directorate General Press and Communication (2002 
– 2005). Dana Kovaříková studied at Masaryk University in Brno, 
where she obtained a degree in economics and in media studies and 
journalism; at Katholieke Universiteit in Leuven (Belgium), where she 
obtained a degree in Sociology of Social Change; and at Université 
Rennes 1 (France), where she obtained a Diplome franco-tcheque 
d´administration publique. 
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Petr Kratochvíl, 
Senior Researcher, Institute  
of International Relations in Prague 

Petr Kratochvíl is the Senior Researcher of the Institute of International 
Relations and a lecturer at several Czech universities. He is the 
Chairman of the Academic Council of the Diplomatic Academy of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic as well as a member 
of a range of academic and scientific councils. Petr Kratochvíl repre-
sents the IIR in various international associations such as the Trans 
European Policy Studies Association or the European Consortium for 
Political Research.

He has published extensively on European integration, EU-Russian 
relations, institutional reform and the EU enlargement, the role of re-
ligion in international affairs, and international relations theory.  The 
book The European Union and the Catholic Church: Political Theology 
of European Integration, co-authored by Tomáš Doležal and published 
in 2015 by Palgrave Macmillan, is one of the latest examples of his 
research activity. He is also often called upon to present his analyses 
by various Czech and foreign media.

Pascal Lamy, 
Former European Commissioner  
and Director-General, WTO 

From September 2005 to August 2013, Pascal Lamy served for 
two consecutive terms as General Director- of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).  A committed European and member of the French 
Socialist party, he was Chief of Staff for the President of the European 
Commission, Jacques Delors from 1985 to 1994. He then joined the 
Credit Lyonnais as CEO until 1999, before returning to Brussels as 
European Trade Commissioner until 2004. Mr. Lamy holds degrees 
from HEC School of Management, the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) 
and the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA).

Pascal Lamy was appointed, in May 2015, as interministerial del-
egate for the preparation of the French candidature for the Universal 
Exhibition 2025. He shares his other activities between the Jacques 
Delors Institute (President emeritus), the presidency of the World 
Committee on Tourism Ethics, the presidency of the Oxford Martin 
School Commission for Future Generations, the vice-presidency of the 
Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS), the Co-chair of 
the Equitable Access Initiative (Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria), his participation to the Global Ocean Commission and UNAIDS 
as well as different subjects related to international affairs.

Christian Lequesne, 
Professor, Sciences Po & Chief Editor, 
European Review of International Studies

 
Christian Lequesne holds BA and MA degrees from Sciences Po 
Strasbourg and the College of Europe, Bruges. He then got his Ph.D. 
in political science and his Habilitation in Sciences Po Paris. Since 
1988, he worked as a research fellow and then Professor at Sciences 
Po. He was also a deputy director of CERI, and later director of CERI. 
Furthermore, he worked as a director of the Centre français de re-
cherche en sciences sociales (CEFRES) in Prague and as a profes-
sor at the European Institute of the London School of Economics. He 
is a regular visiting professor at the School of Government of LUISS 
University, the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna, and the Department of 
Social Sciences of Charles University in Prague.

He is currently Co-Chief Editor of European Review of International 
Studies, member of the editorial board of The Hague Journal of 
Diplomacy, Journal of European Integration and member of the sci-
entific committees of Politique européenne and Etudes européennes. 
Moreover, he is member of the Scientific Board of the Institut für 
Europäische Politik (Berlin), the Fondation Robert Schuman and the 
Finnish Institute of International Affairs. Was awarded the F. Palacky 
social sciences medal by the Czech Academy of Sciences and 
Chevalier in the Ordre des Palmes académiques.

Barbara Lippert,
Director of Research & Executive Board, 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 

Dr. phil. Barbara Lippert studied Political Science, Contemporary and 
Eastern European History and Slavonic Studies at the University of 
Bonn and the Free University Berlin between the years 1981-1987. 
She then acquired her Doctorate (Dr. phil) at the University of Bonn. 
In 1990–1992, she worked as a Senior Associate at the Institute for 
European Politics (IEP) in Bonn and Berlin and between 1992–2009 as 
a Deputy Director of the Institute for European Politics (IEP) in Berlin.

Since April 2009, she has worked as a Director of Research and 
Member of Executive Board of the German Institute for International 
and Security Affairs of the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) 
in Berlin.

Her areas of expertise are EU enlargement policy, development of the 
political system of the EU, Germany and European integration and the 
European Neighbourhood Policy.
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Ana Palacio,
Former Spanish Minister  
for Foreign Affairs 

Ana Palacio is an international lawyer specializing in international 
and European Union law and founder of Palacio y Asociados (Madrid, 
Brussels and Washington DC), a law firm specializing in European 
and International Law, and arbitration. Ms. Palacio sits on the corpo-
rate boards of Pharmamar (biotech), Enagás (gas systems), and AEE 
Power (energy infrastructures); she is a member of the European 
Advisory Committee of Investcorp (investment), and the International 
Advisory Board of Office Chérifien des Phosphates -OCP- (fertilizers); 
and a member of the Governing Council of the Instituto de Empresa 
(business school). Ana Palacio serves on the Executive Board of The 
Atlantic Council of the United States and is a member of the World 
Economic Forum‘s Global Agenda Council. She further participates on 
the governing bodies of several research centers and public institu-
tions, among them as member of the Scientific Council of the Real 
Instituto Elcano, member of the Council of the ECFR, and member of 
the Board of Visitors of the MD Anderson Cancer Center. She is a visit-
ing professor at the Edmund E. Walsh School of Foreign Service at 
Georgetown University.

Ms. Palacio served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain (2002-2004) 
and was a member of the Spanish Parliament (2004-2006) where she 
chaired the Joint Committee of the two Houses for European Union 
Affairs. She has been Senior Vice-President and General Counsel of 
the World Bank Group and Secretary General of ICSID (2006-2008). 
From 1994 until 2002, she was a member of European Parliament 
where she chaired the Legal Affairs and Internal Market Committee, 
the Citizens Rights, Justice and Home Affairs Committee, as well as 
the Committee of Committee Chairs. Ms. Palacio publishes regularly in 
periodicals and journals. In particular, she maintains a monthly column 
at Project Syndicate.

Pawel Swieboda,
Director-General, 
the Human Brain Project 

Prior to joining the Human Brain Project, Paweł Świeboda was 
the Deputy Head of the European Political Strategy Centre (EPSC), an 
in-house think tank of the European Commission reporting directly to 
President Juncker, from 2015 to 2020, and President of demosEU-
ROPA – Centre for European Strategy, an EU policy think tank ba-
sed in Warsaw, from 2006 to 2015. Earlier, he was Director of the EU 
Department at the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the years 2001-
2006 and EU Advisor to the President of Poland from 1996 to 2000.

A graduate of the London School of Economics (BSs in Economics), 
and the University of London (MA in International Relations), he is a 
member of a number of advisory boards of European think tanks as 
well as a member of the Global Agenda Council on Europe of the World 
Economic Forum. In 2013/2014, he was Rapporteur of the Review of 
European Innovation Partnerships.

Vessela Tcherneva,
Deputy Director of European Council  
on Foreign Relations and Head  
of ECFR Sofia

Vessela Tcherneva is the co-founder of Sofia Platform, a venue for dia-
logue between members of NGOs, the media, and politics from Europe, 
the Middle East, and the United States. From 2010 to 2013 she was 
the spokesperson for the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a 
member of the political cabinet of Foreign Minister Nickolay Mladenov. 
She has been the head of the Bulgarian office of the European Council 
for Foreign Relations since 2008, as well as programme director for 
Foreign Policy Studies at the Centre for Liberal Strategies in Sofia. 
Between 2004 and 2006 she was secretary of the International 
Commission on the Balkans, chaired by former Italian prime minister 
Giuliano Amato. She has been a supervising editor for Foreign Policy 
Bulgaria magazine since its launch in 2005.

Nathalie Tocci, 
Director, Instituto Affari Internazionali 
 

Nathalie Tocci is Director of the Istituto Affari Internazionali, Honorary 
Professor at the University of Tübingen, and Special Adviser to EU 
HRVP Federica Mogherini, on behalf of whom she wrote the European 
Global Strategy and is now working on its implementation, notably in the 
field of security and defence. Previously she held research positions 
at the Centre for European Policy Studies, Brussels, the Transatlantic 
Academy, Washington and the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced 
Studies, Florence. Her research interests include European foreign 
policy, conflict resolution, the Middle East and the Mediterranean. Her 
major publications include: Framing the EU‘s Global Strategy, Springer-
Palgrave Macmillan, 2017 (author); The EU, Promoting Regional 
Integration, and Conflict Resolution, Springer-Palgrave Macmillan, 
2017 (co-editor); Turkey and the European Union, Palgrave Macmillan, 
2015 (co-author); Multilateralism in the 21st Century, Routledge, 2013 
(co-editor), Turkey’s European Future: Behind the Scenes of America’s 
Influence on EU-Turkey Relations, New York University Press, 2011 
(author); and The EU and Conflict Resolution, Routledge, 2007 (author). 
Nathalie is the 2008 winner of the Anna Lindh award for the study of 
European Foreign Policy.
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Vaira Vike-Freiberga, 
Former President of World Leadership 
Alliance/Club de Madrid and former 
President of Latvia

Dr. Vaira Vike-Freiberga is former President of the World Leadership 
Alliance/Club de Madrid and former President of Latvia (1999-2007). 
She played a leading role in achieving membership in the EU and NATO 
for her country and was Special Envoy on UN reform. She was vice-
chair of the Reflection group on the long-term future of Europe, and 
chaired the High-level group on freedom and pluralism of media in the 
EU in 2011-12.

She is a member, board member or patron of 30 international organi-
sations, including ECFR, Nizami Ganjavi International Centre (Co-chair), 
Library of Alexandria, Trust Fund for Victims of the ICC, Panel of Eminent 
Persons on European Security of OSCE, Advisory Council of CEPA, as 
well as five Academies. She has been awarded 34 Orders of Merit and 
19 Honorary doctorates.

Born in Riga, Vaira started her schooling in refugee camps in Germany, 
continued in Morocco, and obtained a Ph.D. at McGill University 
(1965). After a distinguished career as Professor of psychology at 
the University of Montreal, she returned to her native country in 1998 
to head the Latvian Institute. Less than a year later she was elected 
President by the Latvian Parliament and re-elected in 2003.
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James Appathurai,
Deputy Assistant Secretary General 
for Political Affairs and Security Policy, 
NATO 

James Appathurai was appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary-
General in December 2010. As DASG, he is responsible for NATO’s 
political relations with countries across the globe, international or-
ganisations, enlargement, and arms control. He provides policy ad-
vice on political issues affecting the security of the Alliance. He is 
responsible for implementing and developing NATO’s relations with 
all its partner countries and organisations, including through Political 
Agreements, Partnership Cooperation Programmes, and other bilat-
eral and multilateral arrangements. AstheSecretary General’s Special 
Representative, he is responsible for carrying forward the Alliance’s 
policy in the two strategically important regions of the Caucasus and 
Central Asia.Mr.Appathurai previously served as NATO’s Spokesperson 
from 2004to 2010. Prior to that, he served as Deputy Head and Senior 
Planning Officer in the Policy Planning and Speechwriting Section of 
NATO’s Political Affairs Division from 1998 to 2004. He served in the 
Canadian Defence Department from 1994 to 1998.

Christina Bache,
Visiting Fellow, London School of 
Economics and Political Science, IDEAS 

Christina’s research interests include peace and conflict manage-
ment studies with a specific focus on the intersectionality of business, 
forced migration, and the meaningful inclusion and participation of 
women in fragile and conflict-affected situations. Currently, she is a 
Visiting Fellow at IDEAS, the London School of Economics and Political 
Science’s foreign policy think tank and adjunct faculty member at 
Vesalius College in Brussels.

Up until 2019, she was a Visiting Fellow at the Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies, the official political think tank of the European 
People’s Party. She is Co-Chair of the International Crisis Group’s 
Ambassador Council and Chair of the United Nations Principles for 
Responsible Management Education, Business for Peace working 
group. She is a member of the network for Academic Friends of the 
European Peacebuilding Liaison Office, Co-Opinion Network’s study 
group on youth employment in the Middle East North Africa region; 
Hollings Center’s dialogue groups on Profits to Peace, Iraq’s Foreign 
Policy and Economic Challenges and U.S.-Egypt Relations. She is 
Co-Founder of the Women in Foreign Policy Turkey chapter and has 
participated in numerous Track II dialogue initiatives throughout the 
Middle East and Turkey.

Ghenadie Barba, 
Head of the Rule of Law Unit, OSCE 
Office for Democratic Institutions  
and Human Rights

Mr Ghenadie Barba, is the Chief of Rule of Law Unit at the Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights of the OSCE, based in 
Warsaw, Poland. Mr Barba leads a team of rule of law officers and pro-
vides assistance to the 57 participating States of the OSCE in such 
matters as independence and accountability of the judiciary, obser-
vance of the right to a fair trial, independence of prosecutors, gender 
and diversity in the judiciary, criminal justice, and administrative justice. 

Mr Barba is a lawyer with two master degrees in criminal law and inter-
national crime and justice and has 20 years of experience of working 
on rule of law matters in a national prosecution service, and interna-
tional organizations such as: OSCE, UNICEF, Council of Europe, and 
European Union’s Delegation in Eastern Neighborhood.

 
Nathalie Bernasconi- 
-Osterwalder,
Executive Director, International 
Institute for Sustainable Development 
Europe & Senior Director, Economic Law 
and Policy, International Institute for 
Sustainable Development

Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, LL.M, is a senior international lawyer 
and heads the Economic Law & Policy programme of the International 
Institute on Sustainable Development (IISD). She is also the Executive 
Director of IISD Europe. Nathalie has extensive legal, policy, and training 
experience in the area of international trade, investment, sustainable de-
velopment, human rights, international environmental law and arbitration.

She previously worked as an attorney at the Center for International 
Environmental Law in Washington and Geneva, where she also man-
aged the office. Earlier, she was a fellow at the International Institute 
of International Economic Law at Georgetown University Law Center 
and worked in Hanoi, Vietnam, for a legal reform project of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and for the Australian law 
firm Phillips Fox. In Switzerland, Nathalie is admitted to the Bar of Basel 
and has worked for the Justice Department, Berne, in the Section for 
International Law.

Nathalie Binet, 
Head of EIB Group Prague Office 
 

Nathalie Binet is currently the Head of the EIB group office in Prague. In 
the past, she has held the position of the Loan Officer in the EIB office in 
Luxembourg where she has been responsible for the region of Southern/
Eastern neighborhood & Asia, public sector lending in Moldova, and cor-
porate lending in Slovakia. She has also experience in Commodities as 
a Structured products trader at Standard Chartered Bank and as an 
Inflation trader in Crédit Agricole CIB and Royal Bank of Scotland.
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Judith Blake, 
Leader of Council,  
Leeds City Council 
 

Councilor Judith Blake was elected as the first-ever female Leader 
of Leeds City Council in May 2015. She is the Council’s Executive 
Board Member for Inclusive Growth and Culture. Councilor Blake is 
the Chair of the Core Cities Group. The Group represents the Councils 
of England’s eight largest city economies outside London, along 
with Glasgow and Cardiff. She is also Chair of the Local Government 
Association’s Children & Young People’s Board. Councilor Blake has 
been a Labour Councilor since 1996 and represents Middleton & Belle 
Isle in Leeds. Her time as a Councillor has seen her have responsi-
bility for a wide range of portfolios including Planning, Education and 
Leisure. Councilor Blake currently chairs the Council’s Executive Board 
and has also served as a board member for NHS Leeds and the West 
Yorkshire Police Authority. In 2017, Councilor Blake was awarded a 
CBE in recognition of service to local government.

Rob Cameron, 
Prague correspondent,  
BBC 

Rob Cameron is the BBC’s correspondent in the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia, covering politics, society, business, arts and other subjects 
for BBC Radio, BBC TV and BBC News Online. Born in London, Rob 
moved to Prague in 1993. He began his radio career in 1999, when 
he joined Radio Prague, the international service of Czech Radio. He 
began reporting for the BBC in 2001, and became the BBC’s full-time 
Czech and Slovak correspondent in 2004. He also contributes to other 
broadcasters, including DW (Germany), CBC (Canada), FM4 (Austria), 
and RTE (Ireland). As well extensive assignments in the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia, he has also reported from Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, 
Italy, Germany, Greece, Latvia, Poland, Russia, Sweden and the United 
States. During his career he has interviewed notable personalities in-
cluding Václav Havel, Madeleine Albright and the Dalai Lama.

Dušan Chrenek, 
Principal Advisor, Directorate-General  
for Climate Action,  
European Commission 

Dušan Chrenek joined the European Commission in 2007 to work as 
a Head of Unit for Enlargement in Directorate-General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development. Between 2012 and 2017, he served as Head 
of the Commission’s Representation in Slovakia. Before joining the 
Commission, he worked in the Policy Unit of the High Representative/
Secretary-General of the Council of the EU and held a number of sen-
ior posts in the Slovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Koert Debeuf,
Editor in Chief,  
EUobserver 
 

Koert Debeuf is Editor in Chief of the EUobserver and a research fel-
low at the universities of Oxford and Brussels. He was a senior advisor 
and spokesperson of the Belgian prime minister. From 2011 until 2016 
he lived and worked in Cairo as a representative of the ALDEgroup in 
the European Parliament. During those years he traveled extensively 
in the Arab world. As an expert in EU relations to the Middle East, his 
work appeared in The New YorkTImes, France24, Al Arabiya, Al Jazeera, 
La Stampa, Die Zeit among others. His latest books are “Inside the Arab 
Revolution. Three Years on the Front Line of the Arab Spring” (2014) 
and “Tribalization. Why War is Coming” (2019) which is translated into 
Arabic and Japanese. He lives in Brussels.

Maria Demertzis, 
Deputy Director,  
Bruegel 
 

Maria Demertzis is Deputy Director at Bruegel. She has previously 
worked at the European Commission and the research department of 
the Dutch Central Bank. She has also held academic positions at the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government in the USA and the University 
of Strathclyde in the UK, from where she holds a PhD in economics. 
She has published extensively in international academic journals and 
contributed regular policy inputs to both the European Commission’s 
and the Dutch Central Bank’s policy outlets.
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Nikola Dimitrov, 
Deputy Prime Minister for European 
Affairs of the Republic of North 
Macedonia

Nikola Dimitrov serves as a Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs 
of the Republic of North Macedonia. Prior to his current appointment, 
Mr. Dimitrov was Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of North 
Macedonia from 2017 to 2020. During his term as a Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the General Affairs Council of the EU agreed upon opening 
the accession negotiations with the Republic of North Macedonia. In 
the period 2014 to 2017, he was a prominent member of The Hague 
Institute of Global Justice, and since 2011 has been a member of the 
Permanent Court for Arbitration in The Hague. From 2009 to 2014 
Dimitrov was an Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the 
Republic of Macedonia to The Hague, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Macedonia to the 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. From 2007 to 
2008, he also served as a Special Envoy of the Government of the 
Republic of Macedonia for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration 
in Brussels, Kingdom of Belgium, and from 2001 to 2006, as an 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Republic of 
Macedonia to Washington, USA.

Stéphane Dion, 
Special Envoy of Prime Minister Trudeau 
and Canada’s Ambassador to Germany 

Prior to his current appointment, M. Dion was Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs from November 2015 until January 2017. He was pre-
viously Minister of the Environment from 2004 to 2005, and, in 2005, 
chaired the United Nations Conference on Climate Change (COP11/
MOP1). From 2001 to 2003 he was Minister responsible for Official 
Languages. Serving as Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs between 
1996 and 2003, longer than any other Canadian since Confederation, 
he played a primary role promoting Canadian unity.

In 2006, he was elected Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada and 
became the Leader of the Official Opposition in the Canadian House of 
Commons, a position he held until 2008.

Before entering politics, Stéphane Dion taught Political Science at 
Université de Moncton in 1984, then at Université de Montréal from 
1984 to 1995. He has authored many scientific articles and books on 
Public Administration, Organizational Studies, Political Institutions and 
Environmental Policies.

Markéta Boubínová, 
Brussels Correspondent,  
Deník N 

Markéta Dlouhá Boubínová is a Czech journalist and historian cur-
rently working as an EU, Poland, and Hungary correspondent in Czech 
daily Deník N.  

Before joining Deník N, Markéta worked as a foreign news reporter and 
correspondent in Czech televisions Prima and NOVA.  

She studied history at Charles University in Prague, CZ majoring in 
medieval history and historical anthropology. During her master’s 
studies, she has won scholarships at GWU in Washington, D.C., USA, 
Humboldt Universität in Berlin, Germany, and Université d’Avignon et 
des Pays de Vaucluse in France.

Jakub Dvořák, 
Country Manager for Czech Republic, 
Bolt 
 

Jakub Dvorak is a Country Manager for Czech Republic at Bolt - third 
fastest growing company in Europe of both 2019 & 2020 according 
to Financial Times. After spending some time at Deloitte, he joined Bolt 
among first 50 employees globally back in 2016. Today Bolt is 1700 
people big and Jakub is responsible for its Czech operations and the 
team of 50. He’s involved in public policy on city, government and NGO 
levels shaping the world of transportation towards greener future.

During the first wave of the pandemic he and his team introduced gro-
cery package delivery within 24h after the lockdown was announced. 
When online supermarkets were collapsing and waiting times were in 
days, Bolt was able to deliver grocery packages within 15 min from 
ordering.

During the second wave Bolt has offered free rides to all medical staff 
in all Czech cities where Bolt operates in order to make their life at least 
a little easier.

Kateřina Etrychová, 
Prague European Summit Presenter 
 

Katerina Etrychova is a communication manager, presenter, movie 
producer, writer and former TV personality. She is working in the for-
eign diplomatic field since 2018 and dividing her free time nowadays 
between France, charity projects, her two tabby cats and teaching at 
the Charles University – her alma mater. She speaks Czech, French, 
English, German and lives in Prague.
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Ambroise Fayolle,
Vice-President,  
European Investment Bank. 

Vice-President Fayolle's areas of oversight include financing innova-
tion, science, education, digital, health and technology, new products 
and special transactions, microfinance, European Fund for Strategic 
Investments (EFSI), development (policy and horizontal issues), plan-
ning, budget and cost support to President Hoyer (jointly with Vice-
President McDowell), relations with international financial institutions 
and financing operations in France, Germany, the ACP countries 
and OCTs (except the Caribbean States and the Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States (CELAC)) and South Africa.

Monika Figaj, 
Counsellor to the Minister,  
Ministry of Climate of Poland

 
Monika Figaj is Doctor of Philosophy in International Development ob-
tained at the Graduate School of International Development in Japan 
with the specialization of International Environmental Cooperation. 
From 2014 she is an employee at the Ministry of Environment. 
Currently she is the Counsellor to the minister in the Department of 
Climate Transition Planning and  Strategy at the Ministry of Climate 
in Poland.

Florie Gonsolin,
Manager for Energy and Climate, 
European Chemical Industry Council 

Florie Gonsolin, a French national, joined Cefic in January 2017 as a 
Climate Change and Energy Manager where she manages the Climate 
Ambition and Industrial Transformation Issue Team and coordinates 
Cefic’s project ona Transition Monitoring System.Prior to joining Cefic, 
Florie worked for the transport fuels sectorfocusing on climate and 
energy policy. She also gained experience in the European Parliament, 
working for two MEPs.Florie is graduated Internationalpolitics, law and 
economics (specialised inEuropean politics) as well as businessad-
ministration.

Žaneta Gregorová, 
Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Prague 
 

Žaneta Gregorová has been coordinating the Ecology programs at HBS 
since August 2020. She studied environmental studies and journalism 
at Masaryk University in Brno. Before finishing her Master’s degree, 
she joined the Friends of the Earth Czech Republic, where she worked 
as a leader mainly on the development of people’s engagement, fund-
raising, and communication. She also focused on the development of 
philanthropy as chairwoman of the Coalition for Easy Giving. She also 
deals with environmental issues as a freelance journalist.

Peter Grk,
National Coordinator for the Western 
Balkans, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Slovenia & Secretary General,  
Bled Strategic Forum 
 

Peter Grk is currently serving as Secretary General of the Bled 
Strategic Forum and National Coordinator for the Western Balkans 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia. With 18 years of expe-
rience in the diplomatic service, Peter Grk has held posts in Ankara, 
Copenhagen and Brussels. During Slovenia’s EU Presidency (2008), 
he served as Chair of the Committee for Civilian Aspects of Crisis 
Management (CIVCOM). He was also posted to New York (2011) as 
Political Coordinator at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of 
Slovenia to the UN and served as an advisor in the Cabinet of the 
Foreign Minister of Slovenia (2009 to 2011) and as Chief Foreign Policy 
Advisor to the Prime Minister of Slovenia (2013 to 2014). Peter Grk 
likes to read, play basketball and discover the world with his family.

Daniel Hamilton,
Senior Fellow,  
Johns Hopkins University 
 

Dr. Daniel S. Hamilton is the Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation 
Distinguished Fellow and Director of the Global Europe Program at 
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. He is also a 
faculty member at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced 
International Studies. He has held a variety of senior positions in the 
U.S. Department of State, including Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
European Affairs, responsible for OSCE and transatlantic security is-
sues. 
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Vít Havelka,
Research Fellow,  
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy 

Vít Havelka is a Ph.D. student at the Department of European Studies, 
Institute of International Relations, Charles University in Prague. Mr. 
Havelka focuses on institutional relations of the EU and its member 
states, the EU budget, Europeanisation, and the transformative pow-
er of the EU. Since 2016 Vít Havelka was employed as the Political 
Officer at the Norwegian Embassy in Prague, and from February 2018 
he is a Research Fellow at EUROPEUM.

Anna Herold,
Head of Audiovisual and Media Services 
Policy Unit, European Commission 

Anna Herold is currently Head of the Audiovisual and Media Policy 
Unit at the European Commission. She was previously Member of 
Cabinet of Günther H. Oettinger, European Commissioner responsi-
ble for Digital Economy and Society, and subsequently, Budget and 
HR. Prior to that, she was Assistant to Deputy Director-General of DG 
Communications Networks, Content and Technology of the European 
Commission, Roberto Viola. Anna Herold has worked for the European 
Commission since 2003, dealing with media, audiovisual and telecoms 
policy as well as competition law. She holds a PhD in Law from the 
European University Institute in Florence and has written on media law 
and policy, international trade and competition law.

Viviane Hoffmann, 
Deputy Director-General, DG for 
Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, 
European Commission 

Viviane Hoffmann is Deputy Director-General for Education, Youth, 
Sport and Culture in the European Commission, since 2018. 

From 2014 to 2018, she worked as Director in the Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Communication. She previously was Deputy 
Head of Cabinet of former Commission Vice-President Viviane Reding 
(Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship). She was also Mrs 
Reding’s Deputy Head of Cabinet during her mandates as European 
Commissioner for Information Society and Media (2004-2010) and for 
Education and Culture (1999-2004).

In 1997-1999, Viviane Hoffmann worked as assistant to the Director-
General for Health and Consumer Protection in the European 
Commission. In 1996-1997, she was an assistant to the Secretary-
General of the European Commission, after having worked in the 
Commission’s Secretariat-General since 1988. 

Viviane Hoffmann studied political science and international rela-
tions at the “Université Libre de Bruxelles”. Viviane Hoffmann speaks 
Luxembourgish, French, German and English.

Zdeněk Hřib,
Mayor of Prague 
 

Mr. Hřib has been the Mayor of Prague since November 2018, repre-
senting the Czech Pirate Party. Amongst the officially assigned areas 
of responsibility for his role are the digitalization of the city administra-
tion, IT, interior and external affairs, and foreign affairs. In his office, Mr 
Hřib focuses on promoting liberal values and strives towards Prague 
becoming an even more open, progressive, smart, and confident city. 
Together with the mayors of Budapest, Warsaw and Bratislava, Mr Hřib 
has ratified the pact of Free Cities. These capitals are declaring a strong 
unity centred around liberal and progressive values within the central 
European region.Mr. Hřib graduated from the Faculty of Medicine at 
Charles University in Prague in the field of General Medicine. He has 
previously worked in the health sector as a researcher and consult-
ant focusing on improvements in management, digitalisation and IT 
systems within healthcare. He has published several academic papers 
and led major projects in this field. Before commencing his mayorship, 
he was the Pirate Party’s expert in the field of healthcare.
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Christoph Israng, 
Ambassador of Germany  
to the Czech Republic 

Dr. Christoph Israng is a career diplomat who joined the German Foreign 
Service in 1997. On 8th August 2017 he presented his letters of cre-
dence to the President of the Czech Republic. From July 2014 to July 
2017, he represented Germany at the Organization for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague. Previously, he had served 
more than eight years on the foreign policy advisory team of Federal 
Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel. From 2010 to 2014, he was head of 
Division 212 (covering Central, Eastern and South-eastern Europe, 
Caucasus and Central Asia) at the Federal Chancellery in Berlin.

Previous assignments include: several positions in the Federal Foreign 
Office (among others: NATO division, office of State Secretary Wolfgang 
Ischinger), foreign policy advisor in the German Bundestag and head of 
cabinet of the Senior Deputy High Representative (Office of the High 
Representative (OHR), Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina). He also served 
at the German Consulates General in Istanbul and St. Petersburg. Prior 
to his diplomatic career, he worked for international companies such as 
Lufthansa, McKinsey & Co., Dresdner Bank and Volkswagen de México.

He holds a PhD in economic geography (Dr. rer. nat., University 
of Bonn) as well as degrees in business administration (Diplom-
Kaufmann of WHU, The Koblenz School of Corporate Management, 
Koblenz / Germany; MBA of The Management School of Lancaster 
University / UK). He also studied at Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C., Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, Mexico 
City, and FernUniversität Hagen / Germany.

He served in the German Air Force, where he currently holds the rank 
of Colonel (res.).

Born 1971 in the city of Ulm / Germany, Christoph Israng grew up in 
South-Eastern Bavaria.

Jessica Johnson,
Communication & EU Stakeholders 
Director, Foratom 

Jessica Johnson is currently the Communications Director of 
FORATOM, the European Atomic Forum, which represents the inter-
ests of the nuclear industry in Brussels. She has held this position 
since 2017. Her day-to-day work includes the development of inter-
nal & external communications strategies, drafting of press releases, 
and publications, and cement & concrete promotion. She works with 
the policy managers to ensure that advocacy and communications 
go hand in hand for effective lobbying at the EU level. Prior to taking 
on a new challenge in FORATOM, Jessica worked for 10 years for the 
Communications Department at CEMBUREAU. She also actively man-
aged The Concrete Initiative, a campaign that was launched in 2014.

Magnús Jóhannesson,
Special Adviser for Arctic Affairs  
of the Icelandic Chairmanship  
to the Arctic Council

Magnus Johannesson was the first Director of the Arctic Council 
Secretariat in Tromsø and assumed his position in January 2013. He 
led the Arctic Council Secretariat until end of September 2017. From 
2011 to 2013 he chaired the PAME working group of the Arctic Council.

Before joining the Arctic Council Secretariat Mr. Johannesson served 
as a Secretary General of the Ministry for the Environment and Natural 
Resources in Iceland from 1992 to 2013 and from 1984 to 1992 he 
served as the Maritime Director in Iceland. Mr. Johannesson has rep-
resented Iceland in various International fora dealing with Safety at 
Sea, Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development and has 
chaired a number of international negotiations in these fields in par-
ticular in relation to the protection of the Marine Environment.

He holds a Master Degree in Chemical Engineering from the University 
of Manchester, England.

Rikard Jozwiak, 
Europe editor,  
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 

Rikard Jozwiak is the Europe editor for Radio Free Europe / Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL). Jozwiak is responsible for RFE/RL’s daily reporting 
and coverage from the EU institutions and NATO as well as the latest 
political developments in Western Europe. Before taking up his edito-
rial position in Prague, he worked as Brussels correspondent for the 
same media organization for over a decade. Prior to joining RFE/RL, he 
worked as a reporter for European Voice covering EU affairs. Jozwiak 
has a Masters in Journalism from the University of Lund, Sweden and 
a Masters in European Politics from the College of Europe. He speaks 
English, French, Polish and Swedish.
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Tomáš Jungwirth,
Association for International Affairs 
 

Tomáš Jungwirth is a Research Fellow of AMO Research Center where 
he serves as head of the Climate Team. He focuses on challenges re-
lated to climate change, migration and asylum, and also follows the 
developments in the Western Balkans. He graduated from law at 
Charles University in Prague, and then went on to study Human Rights 
and Democratization in Sarajevo and Bologna. Recently, he spent 
six months on a fellowship at the European University Institute in 
Florence, dealing intensively with climate mitigation and adaptation in 
transnational context. Tomáš is also project coordinator in the Centre 
for Transport and Energy. In the past, he worked as a Policy Officer in 
the Czech Migration Consortium, an analyst in a political party, man-
ager of election campaigns or as a high-school teacher.

Jana Juzová, 
Research Fellow,  
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy 

Jana graduated in International Relations at Masaryk University in 
Brno and continues her doctoral studies there with a focus on region-
al cooperation and Europeanization in the Western Balkans. During 
her studies, she spent a semester at the University of Bologna and 
participated in the Summer University at the University of Pristina. 
In years 2015 to 2017, she worked for the Institute of International 
Relations in Prague. She worked also for the Agora Central Europe 
organization, GLOBSEC and the EULEX mission to Kosovo. Her re-
search focuses on regionalism, Visegrad cooperation, democratiza-
tion, European integration of the Western Balkan countries, and EU 
enlargement. She has led several international projects dealing with 
democracy promotion, regional cooperation and European intergation 
in the Western Balkans.

Peter Karlberg, 
Director of Education,  
Swedish National Agency for Education 

Martin Kastler, 
Resident Representative and Regional 
Director, the Hanns Seidel Foundation  
in the Czech Republic, Slovakia  
and Hungary

Martin Kastler is member of the Bavarian CSU and Resident 
Representative of the Hanns Seidel Foundation for Central Europe. 
He was elected Member of the European Parliament for the years 
2003-2004 and 2008-2014. He worked in private companies and 
in the field of public affairs. Main experience with Czech policy he 
gained as international advisor in the foreign affairs department in 
the Presidential Office of the former Czech President Václav Havel. 
Before being elected to the European Parliament, he worked as di-
rector of the Development policy department and EU projects co-
ordinator of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in Munich. Kastler studied 
History and Political Science in Erlangen, Germany and in Prague. 
He is currently also a lecturer at the University of Applied Sciences 
Ansbach, Bavaria.

Masamichi Kono, 
Deputy Secretary-General,  
OECD 
 

Masamichi Kono was appointed Deputy Secretary-General in August 
2017. His portfolio includes OECD policy on environment, green growth 
and financial and enterprise affairs. He also represents the OECD at 
the Financial Stability Board. 

Mr Kono has had a long career in financial supervision and the regula-
tion of financial services, in Japan and globally. He was Vice Minister 
for International Affairs of the Japanese Financial Services Agency 
(JFSA), prior to his appointment at the OECD.

He served as Chairman of the International Organization of Securities 
Commissions (IOSCO) Technical Committee (April 2011-May 2012), 
and thereafter as Chairman of the IOSCO Board (until March 2013). 
He was also the Co-chair of the Financial Stability Board Regional 
Consultative Group for Asia (July 2013-June 2015), and Chairman of 
the IFRS Foundation Monitoring Board (February 2013-June 2016). 
Previously, he was Secretary to the World Trade Organization’s Trade 
in Financial Services Committee (1995-99).
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Ivan Korčok, 
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Slovak Republic 

Ivan Korčok has been appointed Minister of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Slovak Republic in April 2020.

Minister Korčok’s career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs started back 
in 1992. Since then, he has held many positions there. From 2001 
to 2002, he acted as Director-General at the General Directorate for 
International Organisations and Security Policy. After that, he took on 
the position of the State Secretary. 

Prior to the position of the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Slovak Republic, Ivan Korčok served as the State Secretary at 
the Ministry.

Helena König, 
Deputy Director General,  
DG TRADE, European Commission 

Helena König works in the European Commission›s Directorate-
General for Trade where she is currently the Deputy Director General 
responsible for Bilateral Relations with Asia, Africa, Caribbean and 
Pacific, Services and Digital Trade, Investment and Intellectual Property 
and Trade and Sustainable Development.

From June 2015 to May 2018, Ms König was the Director responsible 
for trade relations with Asia and Latin America, where she was notably 
in charge of a number of free trade agreements in the two regions.

From 2007 to June 2015, she was the Head of Unit in the Unit respon-
sible for trade relations with South and Southeast Asia, Australia and 
New Zealand. The unit was also in charge of the negotiations of FTAs 
with India and member countries of ASEAN. From 2007 to 2011, Ms 
König worked as Head of Unit for trade relations with the Far East in 
the Directorate-General for Trade.

Before joining DG Trade, she was the Deputy Head of Unit of the 
Southeast Asia Unit in the Directorate-General for External Relations. 
In this capacity, she worked on the political aspects of EU relations 
with the ASEAN countries and was in charge of bilateral relations with 
several of the ASEAN countries.

Janez Lenarčič, 
Commissioner for Crisis Management, 
European Commission 

Janez Lenarčič is currently the European Commissioner for Crisis 
Management, Brussels. Before that, he served as an Ambassador to 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Slovenia to the EU, State 
Secretary for European and Foreign Affairs at the Office of the Prime 
Minister, and Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights (ODIHR), among other positions.

Tomáš Lindner, 
Respekt 
 

Tomáš Lindner (39) has been a reporter of the Czech weekly magazine 
Respekt since 2008 and is currently heading its foreign affairs depart-
ment. Most often he writes on Germany, social and political changes 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, geopolitics and issues related to migration. He 
has written longform reportages from more than 30 countries and 
is an author of two books: a collection of reportages from southern 
Africa called “Waiting for the rainy season” (2008) and - together with 
his collegue Ondrej Kundra - of a book on islamist radicalisation among 
young Europeans titled “My son, the terrorist” (2017). He is a recipient 
of a number of journalism awards.

Cristina Lobillo Borrero,
Director of Energy Policy Department,  
DG Energy, European Commission 

Cristina Lobillo Borrero has a degree on Law and post-graduate cours-
es on Economics, the European Union Law and management and lead-
ership in the ULB (Université Libre de Bruxelles), the Spanish School of 
Diplomats, the European Commission and Harvard Business School.

Since 2004 she is official in the European Commission where she has 
worked on Agriculture and Trade policies and from 2014 to 2019 she 
has been the Head of Cabinet to the ex-Commissioner for Climate 
Action and Energy, Miguel Arias Cañete. From December 2019 to 
June 2020, she has been Principal Adviser in DG AGRI and since 16 
June, she is Director for Energy Policy in DG ENER in the European 
Commission.

Before joining the Commission, Cristina worked in the Spanish 
Administration and in the Universities of Córdoba and Alcalá de 
Henares.
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Anže Logar, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia 
 

Dr. Anže Logar, born on 15 May 1976, graduated from the Faculty of 
Economics in Ljubljana in 2000, obtained his master’s degree from the 
Faculty of State and European Studies in January 2006 and his doc-
toral degree from the School of Advanced Social Studies in July 2016. 
From 2000 to January 2003, he worked as a product manager in the 
marketing department at SKB banka. He then continued his career in 
the European Parliament.

In both governments under Janez Janša, the Government of the 
Republic of Slovenia appointed him Director of the Government 
Communication Office. During Slovenia’s Presidency of the Council 
of the EU, he was the spokesperson of the Slovenian EU Council 
Presidency. Later he joined the Economic Diplomacy Division within 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Minister Plenipotentiary for OECD 
relations.

On 16 February 2007, Lithuanian Independence Day, the then 
Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus conferred upon him a state 
award – the “Life Saving Cross” – for his services in saving a Lithuanian 
citizen, Mantvydas Juozapavičius, from drowning in one of Hungary’s 
lakes.

Edward Lucas, 
British journalist and writer 
 

Edward Lucas is a writer and consultant specialising in European and 
transatlantic security. His expertise also includes energy, cyber-secu-
rity, espionage, information warfare and Russian foreign and security 
policy.

Formerly a senior editor at The Economist, the world’s foremost news-
weekly, he is now a senior vice-president at the Center for European 
Policy Analysis (CEPA). He writes a weekly column in the London 
Times.

In 2008 he wrote The New Cold War, a prescient account of Vladimir 
Putin’s Russia, followed in 2011 by Deception, an investigative account 
of east-west espionage. His latest print book is Cyberphobia. He has 
also written two e-books on espionage: The Snowden Operation and 
Spycraft Rebooted. He has contributed to books on religion, on media 
ethics and on the significance of Andrei Sakharov’s legacy.

His undergraduate degree is from the London School of Economics 
and he speaks five languages — German, Russian, Polish, Czech and 
Lithuanian.

Claudia Luciani,
Director for Human Dignity, Equality and 
Governance, Council of Europe 

In 1990 Claudia Luciani joined the Directorate of Political Affairs, first 
in the External Relations Department and then as political adviser on 
South East Europe and minorities. She held a number of positions 
in the Directorate of Political Affairs including in the field and served 
as Director of Political Advice and Co-operation for five years. She 
was appointed Director of ODGP in 2011 and then of Democratic 
Governance and Diversity. Since 2018 she is the Director of Human 
Dignity, Equality and Governance with a particular focus on the imple-
mentation of the Istanbul and Trafficking Conventions. Claudia’s work 
on governance focuses on the functioning of institutions, election as-
sistance, civil society and she organises annually the World Forum for 
Democracy.

Claudia studied philosophy at Trinity College (Washington, DC), gradu-
ated in Political Science (University of Padua) holds a specialisation in 
International Public Law and studied at ENA (Paris).

Michaela Marksová-
Tominová, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
of the Czech Republic

 

Michaela Marksova-Tominova has been appointed Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on June 15th, 2020. 

She is an expert on social and family policy, equal opportunities, children´s 
rights and social exclusion. She was appointed Minister of Labour and 
Social Affairs in January 2014 and served until December 2017. 

August 2010 – December 2016 she served as shadow Minister for 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunities in the shadow Cabinet of the 
Czech Social Democratic Party. She writes articles and comments, 
takes part in TV and radio discussions. She published a book “Family 
and Work: How to Harmonise Them and Not Get Crazy”. 

She worked in NGO sector (e.g., as Managing Director of Gender 
Studies NGO in Prague) as well as in the public sector (e.g., Head of 
Department of Family Policy and Social Work at the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Affairs, Head of Department of Equal Opportunities in 
Education at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports or in several 
advisory positions at the Office of the Government). 

Since October 2010 until May 2012 she was elected Deputy Mayor of 
the Local Council of Prague 2. 

She speaks fluently English, German and Russian.
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Felix Christian Matthes, 
Research Coordinator for Energy  
& Climate policy, Öko Institut

Eric Maurice,
Robert Schuman Foundation 
 

Eric Maurice joined the Fondation Robert Schuman, a French think-
tank on EU affairs, in 2018 after a career in journalism. He was edi-
tor in chief of the Brussels-based website EUobserver from 2015 
to 2018. He was previously editor in chief of the multilingual pan-
European news website Presseurop, from 2009 to 2014. He started 
his career at the French weekly magazine Courrier international. He 
holds a master of Contemporary History of International Relations 
from the Paris Panthéon-Sorbonne University and graduated from 
the Paris Ecole Supérieure de Journalisme. He is also an alumni from 
the Executive Course in European Studies of France’s Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration.

Federica Mogherini,
Rector, College of Europe & former High 
Representative of the European Union  
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

Federica Mogherini is the Rector of the College of Europe since 
September 2020. She co-chairs the United Nations High Level Panel 
on Internal Displacement since January 2020. Previously she has 
served as the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European 
Commission, from 2014 to 2019.

Prior to joining the EU, she was Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation (2014), and a Member of the Italian Chamber 
of Deputies (2008-14). In her parliamentary capacity, she was Head of 
the Italian Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and Vice-
President of its Political Committee (2013-14); member of the Italian 
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(2008-13); Secretary of the Defence Committee (2008-13); and 
member of the Foreign Affairs Committee. She also coordinated the 
Inter-Parliamentary Group for Development Cooperation.

Oliver Moody, 
Berlin Correspondent,  
The Times 
 

Oliver joined The Times as a trainee in 2011 and subsequently worked 
for the newspaper as an environment reporter and leader writer. From 
2015 to 2018 he was The Times’ Science Correspondent, concentrat-
ing on biomedicine and artificial intelligence. He was named Science 
Commentator and Young Commentator of the year at the 2018 UK 
Comment Awards. Last September he moved to Berlin, and now cov-
ers northern and central Europe.

Maximilian Müller-Härlin, 
Head of Division for Digitalization, 
Strategies for the Knowledge-Based 
Society, Coordination at Federal Ministry 
for Education and Research of Germany 

Maximilian Müller-Härlin, born 1974 in Munich, is heading the Division 
for Digitalization and Strategies for the Knowledge-Based Society at 
the Federal Ministry for Education and Research of Germany since 
2018; before, he was Head of the Office of the State Secretary. Prior 
responsibilities include the Personal Assistance to the Minister of State 
to the Federal Chancellor, the Commissioner for Migration, Refugees, 
and Integration. Maximilian studied history, literature, and public law 
in Freiburg, Strasbourg, and Berlin. His doctoral thesis, “Nation and 
Europa in Parliamentary Debates on European Integration. Patterns of 
Identification in Germany, France, and Great Britain after 1950”, was 
published in 2008. He is married to the art historian Anna Mueller-
Haerlin. Together with their three daughters, they live in Berlin.

Dénes András Nagy 
 
 

 
Dénes András Nagy is a Hungarian Europeanist. Dénes serves as 
a Policy Advisor on “Minority SafePack” at the Federal Union of 
European Nationalities (FUEN). Minority SafePack is the 5th suc-
cessful European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) in EU history, supported 
by 1,123,422 EU citizens, which calls for the establishment of an “EU 
Minority Rights Protection Framework”. Additionally, he is a Researcher 
focusing on ECIs at EUstrat, the Europe Strategy Research Institute of 
the University of Public Service of Hungary. He was the Co-Founder of 
Talos, an online civic platform that won the Hungarian national award 
of the 2019 European Charlemagne Youth Prize. His latest venture is 
the European Campaign Playbook, a networking platform for cam-
paigners in Europe.
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Filip Nerad, 
Český rozhlas 
 

Filip Nerad is EU and NATO affairs analyst at the Czech Radio. He 
graduated in history at Charles University, Prague and worked as for-
eign correspondent of the Czech News Agency in Germany and of the 
Czech Radio in Brussels and the Benelux. He is also a book author. He 
wrote books Búrská válka (2004) and The Beer Kingdom of Belgium. 
Beer and more through the eyes of Czech Radio foreign correspond-
ent (2019 in Czech, 2020 in English).

Luděk Niedermayer, 
Vice-Chair, Committee on Economic  
and Monetary Affairs,  
European Parliament 

Luděk Niedermayer is a Czech politician and mathematician who has 
been serving as a Member of the European Parliament since July 
2014. He is a member of the TOP 09 political party, which is part of 
the European People’s Party. He also currently serves as Vice-Chair 
of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs in the European 
Parliament. 

Mr. Niedermayer studied theoretical cybernetics, mathematical infor-
matics and systems theory at the Masaryk University in Brno. From 
1991 until 2008 he was employed at the Czech National Bank serving 
in various roles - an expert, director, member of the bank’s board, and 
8 years as a ViceGovernor. From 2008 to 2014 he was a director in the 
Consulting Department of Deloitte in Prague. 

Mr. Niedermayer also held a number of senior roles within interna-
tional financial administration. Within 2000-2008 he was a member of 
working groups of the Bank for International Settlements, and he rep-
resented the Czech Republic at IMF and IBRD meetings. Additionally, 
from 2005 until 2008 he chaired the Scientific Council of the Czech 
Banking Association.

Naser Nuredini,
Minister of Environment and Physical 
Planning of the Republic of North 
Macedonia

Naser Nuredini started his career in the field of banking in Vienna as 
a junior associate working on privatization projects and capital invest-
ments in the Western Balkans, then moving to London where he be-
came a research analyst on stock exchange-listed companies. He 
became Vice President for proprietary, structured finance and equity 
derivative investments in the emerging European markets at UniCredit 
Bank AG. After leaving UniCredit Bank he was a director at ING Bank 
NV in London. Naser Nuredini later returned to Vienna, where he con-
tinued working as an investment manager and consultant in asset 
management.

Nuredini was appointed Minister of Environment and Physical Planning 
in June 2019. At the parliamentary elections in 2020, he was elected a 
member of Parliament in North Macedonia. As of August 30th, he was 
trusted again with the role of Minister of Environment.

Naser Nuredini went to an international school in Vienna and stud-
ied International Business at the University of Brighton in the UK and 
Mainz, Germany.

Claudia Olsson,
Founder & CEO, Stellar Capacity 
 

Claudia Olsson is the Founder and Chair of Stellar Capacity a global 
education company specialized in professional development related to 
digital transformation. Her work focuses on the impact of new technolo-
gies on citizens, society, leadership and global markets. As a member of 
the High Level Industrial Roundtable “Industry 2030” at the European 
Commission, Claudia co-authored the vision for Industry 2030 for the 
European Union. Claudia has also served on the Future Council on 
Values, Ethics and Innovation as well as in the Europe Policy Group at 
the World Economic Forum. She currently serves on the steering board 
of the Software Development Academy and on the advisory board of 
Sweden’s nationwide initiative Digital@Idag (Digital Today).

Claudia has served as an Associate Faculty at Singularity University 
as well as a Senior Advisor to the Office of Strategic Analysis at 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Sweden. She previously set up 
and managed the policy think-tank ACCESS Health International in 
Singapore, following her work for ACCESS in India and her assignment 
with the United Nations, Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 
the USA. Claudia has been appointed a Young Global Leader by the 
World Economic Forum as well as a David Rockefeller Fellow at the 
Trilateral Commission and has been selected as one of the 40 un-
der 40 European Young Leaders by Friends of Europe. Claudia au-
thored the Sweden 2030 scenario for the Digitalization Commission 
of the Government of Sweden and has also co-authored the report 
“Blockchain-decentralized trust”.
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Justyna Orlowska, 
Prime Minister‘s High Representative  
for Government Technology,  
Poland 

Leading expert in corporate finance and fund management. Having 
previously worked in consulting, in 2016 she became an advisor to 
the Minister of Economic Development. Responsible for manage-
ment of the State’s innovative projects portfolio, she spearheaded 
the MinFinTech programme as well as the creation of the Lektury.
gov.pl portal. In 2017 appointed an Advisor to the Prime Minister on 
Innovation Policy and Finance. Since the Programme’s establishment 
in April 2018, serving as Head of the GovTech Poland Programme - 
Poland’s largest initiative aimed at bringing and implementing the in-
novation and digital revolution to the Public Sector. Appointed to Prime 
Minister’s High Representative for Government Technology in March 
2020.

Urmas Paet, 
Vice-chair of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, European Parliament; former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia

Urmas Paet has been a Member of the European Parliament as of 
November 2014. He specializes in foreign and security policy issues. 
He is the Vice-Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, a member in 
the Security and Defence Committee and a substitute member in the 
International Trade Committee. Mr Paet is also the Chair of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee Working Group on Eastern Partnership. He is the 
rapporteur of the European Defence Union Report, the EU Arctic Policy 
Report and the Cyber Defence Report. Before joining the European 
Parliament, Urmas Paet was the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Estonia 
for almost ten years. Urmas Paet has also served as a Minister of 
Culture and as the Head of the Nõmme City district in Tallinn.

Lilyana Pavlova, 
Vice-President,  
European Investment Bank 

Mrs Lilyana Pavlova is currently Vice-President of the European 
Investment Bank responsible for Cohesion policy; Transport financing; 
Advisory, Joint Assistance to Support Projects in European Regions 
(JASPERS) and European Investment Advisory Hub (EIAH); IT and data 
governance; Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in 
City Areas (JESSICA); Relations with the Vienna Initiative; Strategy 
for the Danube region. She is also responsible for the activities of the 
Bank in most countries in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Before that Mrs Pavlova has been a Member of the National Assembly 
of the Republic of Bulgaria. In the period May 2017 – December 2018 
Mrs Pavlova was Minister for the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union 2018. Lilyana Pavlova was Minister of Regional 
Development and Public Works for two mandates (2014 - January 
2017 and 2011 – 2013) and a Deputy Minister in the same Ministry 
(2009 – 2011).

She has a long experience in the field of management of European 
funds and projects since 1997. In the period 2002 – 2009 she was 
Head of Department at Ministry of Finance, National Fund Directorate 
(Financial Management, Control and Certification of the Structural and 
Cohesion Funds of the European Union and pre-accession funds and 
programs).

Lilyana Pavlova has a PhD in Economics, a Master’s degree in Public 
Administration and European Integration and a bachelor degree in 
International Economic Relations.

She is fluent in English and Russian.

Andris Pelšs, 
State Secretary,  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
of the Republic of Latvia 

Andris Pelšs is the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Latvia. Previously he served as the Political Director 
at the Under-Secretary of State of the Ministry and Ambassador-
Representative to the Political and Security Committee at the 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of Latvia to the European 
Union.
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Tomáš Petříček, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
of the Czech Republic 

Tomáš Petříček was Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech 
Republic, in charge of setting the overall policy and strategic goals of 
the Foreign Ministry. He previously served as Deputy Minister of Social 
Affairs of the Czech Republic. He is a member of the Czech Social 
Democratic Party.

Before joining the government, Mr Petříček was a senior advisor in 
the European Parliament and had a successful career in local govern-
ment in the City of Prague. He also served as a lecturer in International 
Political Economy at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University.

He holds a PhD in International Relations and is fluent in English and 
conversational in French.

Danielle Piatkiewicz, 
Research Fellow,  
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy 

Danielle Piatkiewicz is a research fellow at EUROPEUM focusing on 
issues around Transatlantic and Central and Eastern European secu-
rity, NATO and Eastern Partnership. She is also an independent con-
sultant for the Alliance of Democracies Foundation. Previously, she 
was a senior program coordinator for The German Marshall Fund of 
the United States’ (GMF) Asia and the Future of Geopolitics programs 
(Washington, DC) and she worked on various leadership development 
projects including the Young Professionals Summit at GMF’s flagship 
event, the Brussels Forum among others. Before that, she worked as 
a program assistant in GMF’s Wider Atlantic program in Brussels and 
a program intern in Warsaw. Before joining GMF, she worked for the 
European Institute of Peace in Brussels (EIP). She holds an M.A. in in-
ternational and political studies with a concentration in transatlantic 
studies from Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland.

Tonino Picula, 
Delegation for Bosnia & Hercegovina  
and Kosovo, European Parliament 

Tonino Picula is a Croatian politician who has been a Member of the 
European Parliament since 2013, twice with the highest number of pref-
erential votes. He had previously served as Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Croatia, Member of the Croatian parliament, and as Mayor of Velika 
Gorica. In the current mandate, he serves as European parliament stand-
ing rapporteur for relations with the United States, Montenegro, IPA III 
Pre-accession financial instrument, and European parliament recom-
mendation on the enlargement that were adopted in June 2020. He is 
also an S&D group coordinator and spokesperson for foreign affairs and 
the chair of the European Parliament working group for Western Balkans.

Philippe Pochet, 
General Director,  
European Trade Union Institute 

Philippe Pochet is General Director of the European Trade Union 
Institute (ETUI), Professor at the Université Catholique de Louvain 
(UCL) and associated researcher at the Interuniversity Research 
Centre on Globalization and Work (CRIMT, Montreal). Prior to becoming 
Director of the ETUI in 2008, he was Director of the Observatoire social 
européen (OSE) for 16 years.

He is now working on the issues of impact of climate change and 
digitalisation on jobs and seeking how to combine the analysis of the 
big trends. Previously he had other temporary positions, such as in-
vited Professor at the College of Bruges and invited scholar at the 
Faculté Universitaire Saint-Louis (FUSL), adjunct professor and visiting 
scholar at Griffith University (Brisbane). He was also visiting scholar at 
Berkeley University, at Montréal University, at the Max-Planck-Institut 
für Gesellschaftsforschung (Cologne), and at the Centre for European 
Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge (USA). In 2005, he was award-
ed an EU Fulbright-in-Residence grant at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison (USA).
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Geneviève Pons, 
Director General and Vice President, 
Institut Jacques Delors  

Geneviève Pons is an honorary Director of the European Commission 
(EC). She was in charge of environmental and climate matters in 
Jacques Delors’ Cabinet during his last two mandates as President 
of the EC (1991-1995). She then held several management posi-
tions in the EC. She was appointed Director of the Legal Service of 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) in 2013 and Director of 
the European Office of WWF in June 2015. From November 2017 un-
til December 2019, she headed the Brussels office of the Jacques 
Delors Institute. In January 2020, she was appointed as the head of 
Europe Jacques Delors AISBL, the latest of a family of think tanks per-
petuating Jacques Delors’ European vision. She is a graduate from the 
Sorbonne, Sciences-Po Paris and ENA.

She is Knight of the Légion d’honneur.

Janez Potočnik,
Co-Chair, UN Environment Programme 
International Resource Panel 

Dr Janez Potočnik (1958) graduated from the Faculty of Economics 
at the University of Ljubljana(PhD in 1993). After holding sev-
eral positions in the Slovenian Ministries, he joined the European 
Commission, in 2004, as Shadow Commissioner for Enlargement. 
He was then Commissioner responsible for Science and Research 
and Commissioner for Environment. In November 2014, he was ap-
pointed member and Co-Chair of the International Resource Panel 
which is hosted by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). In 
the same month, he was also appointed as a Chairman of The Forum 
for the Future of Agriculture and RISE Foundation and as a Member 
of the European Policy Centre’s Advisory Council. He is a partner in 
SYSTEMIQ and from 2019 also President of ThinkForest. This year 
(2020) he was appointed as s Special Advisor to the EU Commissioner 
for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, Virginijus Sinkevičius.

Bruno Pozzi, 
Regional Director for Europe,  
UN Environment Programme 

A diplomat from Belgium, Bruno Pozzi brings 20 years of experience 
in high-level diplomacy and politics, across three different continents 
and in various political and economic roles. He is a strong advocate of 
multilateralism and of the need to put environment at the center of 
political action.

Prior to joining UN Environment Programme, Bruno was appointed in 
2015 as the Deputy Head of the Delegation of the European Union to 
Kenya, one of the largest diplomatic representations of the European 
Union abroad. Coming from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, 
he joined the newly created European External Action Service in 
2011 and served as the Head of the Political Section of the European 
Union Delegation to Ivory Coast until 2015. He started his career 
at the Institute for International and Strategic Relations of the Free 
University of Brussels before joining the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in October 1999. He has served in Belgian Embassies to Japan, 
China, and South Africa.

He holds a degree in Political Sciences (Catholic University of Louvain) 
and a Master’s Degree in European Politics (Free University of 
Brussels).

Ulrike Rabmer-Koller, 
Vice President, SMEunited  
& Entrepreneur, Rabmer Group 

Ulrike Rabmer-Koller is the owner and CEO of “Rabmer Group” - an 
internationally operating company active in the fields of construction 
and environmental technology, such as trenchless pipe rehabilitation, 
water and wastewater technology and renewable energies. She has 
gathered extensive experience in international business development 
and in providing innovative solutions for climate protection. 

She engages herself also on the European level. From 2016 – 2019, 
she served as President of SMEunited, representing 24 million SMEs in 
Europe. In this capacity, she also participated in the regular EU Social 
Partner Summits with the Head of the EU Commission and the EU 
Council. From 2011 until 2015, she was Vice-President of SMEunited 
and Chair of the Sustainable Development Committee. Since 2020, 
she is again active in these two functions. In June 2017, she at-
tended the meeting of the G7 environment ministers in Bologna as 
EU representative and, together with other company representatives, 
worked out positions for better integration of ecology and economy. 
In December 2017, she was appointed to the High-Level Roundtable 
“Industry 2030”, where she developed proposals for the European 
Industry Strategy 2030 together with 19 other experts from across 
Europe. In 2018, she was nominated to represent the EU in the “G20 
Business Women Leader Task Force”.
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Corina Rebegea, 
Director, Democratic Resilience,  
Center for European Political Analysis 

Corina Rebegeais CEPA’s Director for Democratic Resilience, leading 
the center’s programming on the future of democratic governance and 
disinformation. Her expertise includes democracy and rule of law is-
sues, good governance, and public sector leadership, as well as trans-
atlantic security cooperation and the Black Sea security. Rebegea has 
extensive experience in the non-profit sector and has led rule of law 
and justice reform focused projects in the Western Balkans and South 
East Europe. She has also led research projects focusing on good gov-
ernance, regional security, and countering disinformation.

A former Fulbright and Open Society Institute Scholar, Rebegea holds 
an MPA degree from Syracuse University, an MA in Human Rights 
from the University of Manchester, and a BA in Political Science from 
the University of Bucharest.

Kristian Ruby, 
Director,  
Eurelectric 
 

Kristian Ruby is a widely recognised expert with a strong communi-
cation profile and extensive experience in political affairs. He joined 
Eurelectric from Wind Europe, where he served as Chief Policy Officer 
and was in charge of development and implementation of the political 
strategy. Prior to this, Ruby worked as a journalist and served seven 
years as a public servant in the Danish Ministries of Environment, and 
Climate and Energy and in the European Commission in the cabinet of 
the former Climate Action chief, Connie Hedegaard.

Kristian holds a master degree in history and international develop-
ment.

Aura Salla, 
Head of EU Affairs,  
Facebook 
 

Aura Salla is Head of EU Affairs for Facebook, based in Brussels, 
Belgium. In her role Aura oversees Facebook’s engagement on EU poli-
cies with the European Institutions and Member States.

Before joining the Facebook, Aura was working in the European 
Commission as a Foreign Policy and Communications Adviser in the 
European Political Strategy Centre (EPSC), in-house think thank, to 
President Jean-Claude Juncker.

Previously she served as a Member of Cabinet of Jyrki Katainen, 
European Commission Vice President responsible for Jobs, Growth, 
Investment and Competitiveness. Before joining the Commission, 
she worked in consultancy company Recommended Finland as a 
Project Manager specialising in Public Affairs and EU Communications 
and before that as a speechwriter and political adviser in the Finnish 
Parliament. She also served 2018-2020 for a two as a Chairwoman of 
the Party Council of the Coalition Party Finland / the EPP.

Aura holds a Master’s degree in Political Science from the University 
of Turku Finland where she continued to her PhD studies in 2017. She 
has also studied Economics of the European Union in the University of 
Leipzig, Germany and has been visiting lecturer on European econom-
ics at Harvard University. Since 2017 Aura has been a research fellow 
in the Circular Economy Research Center at École des Ponts Business 
School Paris. She is also a member of the board of the European 
Movement International.

Zahide Senterzi, 
Executive Director,  
Greenpeace Czech Republic 

Executive Director of The Greenpeace Czech Republic. Graduated in 
Political Science (focus: Human Rights) and International Relations (fo-
cus: Energy Security & Diplomacy). Worked for a range of NGOs with 
a focus on humanitarian aid and human rights. Has experience in di-
plomacy (Czech & Turkish Ministries of Foreign Affairs), politics (Turkish 
Grand National Assembly), and multinational business (Head of Global 
Business in Central & Eastern Europe in a multinational corporation). 
Adult third culture kid and migrant.
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Marietje Schaake, 
Director, Institute for Human-Centered 
Artificial Intelligence & President,  
Cyber Peace Institute

Marietje Schaake is International Policy Director at Stanford University 
Cyber Policy Center and International Policy Fellow at Stanford 
Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence (HAI). She is the 
President of the Cyber Peace Institute.

Between 2009 and 2019, Marietje served as a Member of European 
Parliament for the Dutch Liberal Democratic Party where she focused 
on trade, foreign affairs and technology policies.

Marietje is affiliated with a number of non-profits including the 
European Council on Foreign Relations and the Observer Research 
Foundation in India and writes a monthly column for the Financial 
Times and a bi-weekly column for the Dutch NRC newspaper. 

Alexander Schallenberg, 
Minister for European and International 
Affairs of Austria 

On January 7, 2020, Alexander Schallenberg was reappointed as 
Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs by Federal 
President Alexander Van der Bellen. He already served in this capacity 
since June 3, 2019. 

Alexander Schallenberg was born on June 20, 1969, in Bern as the 
son of an Austrian diplomat. From 1989 - 1994 he studied the law at 
the University of Vienna and at the Université Panthéon-Assas (Paris 
II). He also holds a degree in European law from the College of Europe 
in Bruges.

Alexander Schallenberg joined the diplomatic service of the Republic 
of Austria in 1997. He completed his training at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs primarily in the Section for EU Affairs. Alexander Schallenberg’s 
first posting abroad was as the EU legal advisor to the Permanent 
Representation of Austria to the European Union in Brussels.

In December 2005 Alexander Schallenberg returned to Vienna, where 
he served as spokesperson to Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik as well 
as to her successor Michael Spindelegger. He held further functions 
in the diplomatic service of the Republic of Austria including head 
of the Strategic Foreign Policy Planning Unit, head of the EU Affairs 
Section, as well as head of the EU Coordination Section at the Federal 
Chancellery.

Yasmeen Serhan, 
The Atlantic 
 

Yasmeen Serhan is a London-based staff writer at The Atlantic, where 
she covers a wide range of topics, including populism, nationalism, and 
global protest movements. She was previously an assistant editor and 
editorial fellow at The Atlantic in Washington, D.C. 

Emilia Skrok, 
Program Leader for the Equitable Growth, 
Finance and Institutions Global Practice, 
World Bank

Emilia Skrok is a Program Leader for Equitable Growth, Finance and 
Institutions. She has been working with The World Bank since August 
2004.

Starting July 2002 till July 2004 she was working as the Economist 
in Economic and Market Research Team, Treasury Department of 
Bank PEKAO S.A., the largest private bank in Poland. Simultaneously, 
she worked as Professor Assistant at Warsaw School of Economics, 
Department of International Comparison Studies teaching class on 
international comparative economics. From February 1999 until June 
2002, she held a position of Senior Economist in Department of 
Financial Policy, Analysis and Statistics, in Ministry of Finance.

She graduated from Lodz University, Department of Foreign Trade, 
Major in International Finance. She is interested in creating pieces of 
art and visiting modern art galleries.

Tom Steyer, 
Philanthropist and Climate Activist 
 

Tom Steyer left his successful investing business to give his own mon-
ey, time, and energy to fighting for progressive causes. He soon became 
one of the country’s leading forces in registering more young voters and 
voters of color, fighting climate change, working for racial justice, and 
helping secure better lives for all Americans. From founding voter mo-
bilization organization NextGen America to spearheading impeachment 
with Need to Impeach, Tom has led a number of people-first, grassroots 
campaigns that have repeatedly defeated powerful special interests. 
Tom has mobilized grassroots efforts to beat big oil to win clean air laws, 
force big tobacco to pay its share of healthcare costs and close a billion-
dollar corporate tax loophole to fund public schools. Most recently, Tom 
was a former Democratic presidential candidate and now serves as co-
chair for Governor Newsom’s Business and Jobs Recovery Task Force. 
He also co-chairs Vice President Biden’s Climate Engagement Advisory 
Council to help mobilize climate voters in November.”
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Tanja Strniša,
Ambassador of Slovenia  
to the Czech Republic 

Tanja Strniša is the Ambassador of Slovenia to the Czech Republic. 
Previously, she served as the State-Secretary at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food of Slovenia. Before that, she worked 
at various positions at the ministry and in Government Office for 
European Affairs.

Michaela Šojdrová, 
Member of the Committee on Culture 
and Education, European Parliament  

Member of the European Parliament (EPP Group, CZ - KDU-ČSL) since 
2014, currently serving in the Committee on Culture and Education 
(EPP Coordinator) and in the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development. During 2010-2014 Ms Šojdrová worked as Director of 
Department of External Relations at the Czech School Inspection and 
as Representative of the Ministry for Education, Youth and Sports to 
the OECD. Between 1996-2010 Michaela Šojdrová served as Member 
of Parliament of the Czech Republic representing Christian democrats 
(KDU-ČSL), holding the position of Vice-Chair of the Committee for 
Science, Education, Culture, Youth and Sports.

Michaela Šojdrová has been awarded French “Order of Merit” for signif-
icant contribution to the Czech-French relations. Her life-long activi-
ties include various youth programmes such as scouting, volunteering, 
education and protection of children rights.

Michal Šimečka,
Member of the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, 
European Parliament

Michal Simecka is Member of European Parliament and Vice-Chair of 
the Renew Europe Group, and member of the civil liberties (LIBE) and 
foreign affairs (AFET) committees. He is also Vice-Chair of Progressive 
Slovakia, a liberal political party in Slovakia. Previously he was Senior 
Researcher at the Institute of International Relations in Prague and 
adviser to Czech minister of foreign affairs. He also served as an advi-
sor to Members of the European Parliament. He holds a D.Phil (PhD) in 
Politics and International Relatations from Nuffield College, University 
of Oxford. His academic research focused on the politics of EU neigh-
bourhood, EU institutional affairs and external action, and foreign poli-
cies of Central European countries.

Eleonora Tafuro Ambrosetti, 
Senior Researcher,  
ISPI Milano 

Eleonora Tafuro Ambrosetti is a research fellow at the Russia, 
Caucasus and Central Asia Centre at ISPI. Prior to that, she was a Marie 
Curie fellow based at the Middle East Technical University (METU) in 
Ankara, Turkey, where she has also pursued her PhD. She has had 
research stays at the Saint Petersburg State University and at the 
London headquarters of the European Council on Foreign Relations 
(ECFR). She has also worked as a junior researcher at the Brussels of-
fice of the Foundation for International Relations and Foreign Dialogue 
(FRIDE) and as a research assistant at the Barcelona Centre for 
International Affairs (CIDOB). She holds a BA in International Relations 
from the University of Salento, an MA in European Studies from the 
University of Roma Tre, and an MRes in International Relations from 
the Barcelona Institute of International Studies (IBEI). 

Eleonora’s areas of interest include Russian foreign policy, EU-Russia 
and Russia-Turkey relations, and EU neighbourhood policies (especial-
ly with Eastern neighbours). She is a member of the WIIS (Women in 
International Security), an international network dedicated to increas-
ing the influence of women in the field of foreign and defence policy. In 
addition to her native Italian, she speaks English, Spanish and French 
fluently and she has a working knowledge of Turkish and Russian.

Nilgün Taş, 
Deputy Director, Department of 
Environment, United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization

Nilgün Tas is the Deputy Director of the Department of Environment, 
UNIDO, and the Chief for the Industrial Resource Efficiency Division. 
She also leads UNIDO’s cross-departmental team for circular econo-
my. As a private sector development specialist with over 30 years of 
experience, Nilgünheld various positions as Chief for Competitiveness, 
Business Environment and Industrial Upgrading, Chairperson of the 
Gender Mainstreaming Steering Committee, UNIDO Representative in 
Vietnam and Chief/Senior Technical Advisor for UNIDO,and in projects 
for UNDP, OECD and TIKA since 1996.

Previously, Nilgünwas the Vice President of the Small and Medium 
Enterprise Development Administration (KOSGEB) in Turkey; a founder 
and Board Member for the Turkish Credit Guarantee Fund Company 
(KGF), and a founding team member of the Turkish International 
Cooperation Agency (TIKA). In her capacity as Projects and 
Programmes Coordinator of TIKA, she deployed funding for technical 
assistance projects for partners and helped set up the OECD Ankara 
Tax Training and the Istanbul Private Sector Development Centers. She 
holds B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in engineering and an MBA.
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Velina Tchakarova, 
Head of Austrian Institute for European 
and Security Policy 

Velina Tchakarova has ten years of professional experience and seven 
years of academic background in the field of foreign, security, and de-
fence policy. Currently, she is the Head of the Austrian Institute for 
European and Security Policy (AIES) in Vienna, Austria. Her work in-
cludes research, consulting, lectures, and publications on global and 
regional trends, geopolitical and geoeconomic risks and scenarios for 
the public and private sector.

Teija Tiilikainen, 
Director, European Centre of Excellence 
for Countering Hybrid Threats 

Teija Tiilikainen is the Director of the European Centre of Excellence 
for Countering Hybrid Threats. Previously, she was the Director of the 
Finnish Institute of International Affairs (2010-2019) and has been 
the Director of the Network of European Studies at the University of 
Helsinki (2003-2009). 

She has also served as Secretary of State at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Finland from 2007 to 2008. She was a member of the 
European Convention in 2002-03 and a member of the Panel of 
Eminent Persons on European Security as a Common Project led by 
Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger in 2015-16. In 2018, Dr Tiilikainen 
was nominated part-time professor (non-residential) at the European 
University Institute (School of Transnational Governance) in Florence. 
She is currently the vice-chair of the executive board of the University 
of Helsinki. 

In her research, Dr Tiilikainen has focused on issues related to European 
integration (institutional questions, the EU’s external relations, includ-
ing Common Foreign and Security Policy and Common Security and 
Defence Policy) and on European security policy

�
Saskia Van Uffelen,
Corporate Vice President INETUM  
& Digital Champion Belgium 

Saskia Van Uffelen has been working in the sector of information and 
communication technology (ICT) for over 25 years. She has held na-
tional and international sales and marketing functions in leading com-
panies such as Xerox, Compaq, HP, Arinso, Bull and Ericsson.

As Corporate Vice President for the French ICT group GFI, she over-
sees the development of the BeNeLux region for the group.

Magda Vášáryová, 
Former Slovak State Secretary  
of Foreign Affairs, Diplomat 

Magdaléna Vášáryová is a Slovak diplomat and politician, former mem-
ber of the National Council of the Slovak Republic (2006 – 2016). 
Chairwoman of the oldest Slovak women’s association „Živena“ and 
chairwoman of the Institute for cultural policies. Ambassador of the 
Slovak Republic to Poland (2000 – 2005), between 1990 – 1993 
Czechoslovak Ambassador to Austria. In the past, she served as 
the State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic. Founder and in years 1993 – 2000 the director of the Slovak 
Foreign Policy Association - SFPA (today honorary chair). 

Martina Větrovcová 
 
 
 

Martina Vetrovcova is a PhD candidate in Political Science at 
Heidelberg University, Germany, and the founder and President of 
Momentum Novum, a social enterprise that strives to foster sustain-
able development. Her areas of research include Central and Eastern 
Europe, international migration, nexus between climate change and 
migration, and sustainable development, as well as diverse foreign 
and security policy issues. Martina currently works as the per-
sonal assistant to the Vice-Rector for Student Affairs and Teaching 
at Heidelberg University and lectures at the Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology. For many years, she volunteered at the National Model 
United Nations, New York (NMUN•NY), serving, among others, as the 
Under-Secretary-General for the Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Affairs Department and for the Peace and Security Department. 
Martina is a Future European Leaders Forum alumna and a Climate 
Reality Leader trained by Al Gore.
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Margot Wallström, 
former Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Sweden 

Ms. Wallström, a Swedish Social Democratic Party politician and diplo-
mat, was Sweden’s Minister for Foreign Affairs from 2014 to 2019. She 
previously served as European Commissioner for the Environment 
from 1999 to 2004 and as First Vice President of the European 
Commission, responsible for institutional relations and communication 
strategy from 2004 to 2009. From 2010 to 2012, Ms. Wallström was 
the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General 
on Sexual Violence in Conflict. She has served as Chair of the Board 
of Lund University, Chair of the Council of Women World Leaders 
Ministerial Initiative and as Board Member of the Global Challenges 
Foundation. She was Chair of the Board of Advisors of the International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) in 2014 and 
a Member of the Board from 2011 to 2014. Ms. Wallström has re-
ceived honorary doctorate degrees from the Chalmers University of 
Technology, the University of Massachusetts Lowell, Umeå University, 
and Mälardalen University.

Anna Wieslander,
Director for Northern Europe in the 
Future Europe Initiative, Atlantic Council 
& Secretary General, Swedish Defence 
Association & Chairman, Institute for 
Security and Development Policy

Anna Wieslander is Director for Northern Europe at the Atlantic Council 
and concurrently serves as Secretary General of the Swedish Defence 
Association. She is also the Chairman of the Institute for Security and 
Development Policy (ISDP) in Stockholm, and a member of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of War Sciences. 

Anna Wieslander was previously Deputy Director at the Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs (UI). She has held positions as Head 
of the Speaker’s Office in the Swedish Parliament, Secretary of the 
Swedish Defence Commission and Deputy Director of the Swedish 
Defence Ministry. She has also served as Communications Director 
in the private sector.

Karolina Wigura, 
Historian and Sociologist,  
Kultura Liberalna 

Prof. Karolina Wigura is a sociologist, historian of ideas, and journalist. 
She is a member of the Board of Kultura Liberalna Foundation and as-
sistant professor at Institute of Sociology, University of Warsaw.

She studied philosophy, sociology, and political science at the 
University of Warsaw and Ludwig-Maximilian-University in Munich. She 
co-directed the Polish Programme at St. Antony’s College at Oxford 
University, entitled “Knowledge Bridges: Poland—Britain—Europe” from 
2016–2018. She was awarded a visiting fellowship at the Institute of 
Human Sciences in Vienna and a Marshall Memorial Fellowship. She 
was a POMP (Programme on Modern Poland) Visiting Fellow at St. 
Antony’s College, University of Oxford and at the Wissenschaftskolleg 
in Berlin. A graduate of the Leadership Academy for Poland.

She has published two books: “Wina narodów. Przebaczenie jako 
strategia prowadzenia polityki” (“The Guilt of Nations: Forgiveness as a 
Political Strategy”) and “Wynalazek nowoczesnego serca. Filozoficzne 
źródła współczesnego myślenia o emocjach” (“The Invention of the 
Modern Heart: Philosophical Sources of Contemporary Thinking about 
Emotions”).

She publishes in theNew York Times,Foreign Policy, theJournal of 
Democracy, theNeue Zürcher Zeitung,taz,The Guardian, and many 
other press outlets

Aneta Zachová, 
Euractiv 
 
 

Aneta Zachová is Editor-in-Chief of EURACTIV.cz, an online medium 
followed by EU and national policy professionals. Within her editorial 
work, she is covering climate and energy policies. She is PhD can-
didate in International Relations and European Politics at Masaryk 
University in Brno, her dissertation focuses on the European Union 
in the times of crises. She graduated from International Relations 
at Masaryk University and also holds a Bachelor’s degree in Media 
Studies and Journalism.
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Pavel Zámyslický, 
Director, Department of Climate Change, 
Ministry of the Environment  
of the Czech Republic

Pavel Zámyslický is a Director of the Energy and Climate Protection 
Department at the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic. 
After graduation at the University of Technology in Brno and the Czech 
Technical University in Prague (Economics and Energy management) 
he finished his PhD studies (Business management and Economics). In 
2005 he joined the Ministry of the Environment and become the direc-
tor of Climate Change Department in 2007. Since 2011 he has been 
leading the newly transformed Department of Energy and Climate 
Protection at the same ministry. In his professional career he has 
been mainly focused on European and Czech climate and energy poli-
cies, strategies and legislation, including carbon pricing and EU ETS. 
More than one decade he serves as a chief negotiator for the Czech 
Republic within the international (UNFCCC/Paris Agreement) and EU 
agendas related to climate policy.

Linda Zeilina, 
Founder and CEO, International 
Sustainable Finance Centre 

Linda is the Founder and CEO of ISFC, overseeing the strategic de-
velopment of the think-tank and its work on sustainable investing. 
Linda is currently a Fellow at the Royal Society for the encourage-
ment of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA) in London, and until 
recently she was Think Visegrad Fellow at the EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy, providing expertise on sustainable finance. Linda 
is also the 2021 Policy Leader Fellow at the European University 
Institute’s (EUI) School of Transnational Governance, looking at the EU 
financing of just transitions.

Previously, Linda was Director at RE-DEFINE, a boutique think-tank 
and consultancy in London, where she focused on sustainable finance 
(including climate and carbon stress tests, EU taxonomy, and ESG 
investing), and the interaction between the mega-trends of sustain-
ability and digitalization. In the past, Linda has worked as an adviser 
and speechwriter for a number of prominent European policymak-
ers, and for several years she actively participated in the European 
Youth Parliament (EYP) network in a variety of roles. She has been 
honored as a New Security Leader by the Warsaw Security Forum and 
as a Future European Leader by Prague European Summit. Linda is an 
alumna of the University of Glasgow, McGill University, and the London 
School of Economics.

Ingeborg Radok Žádná, 
Vice-Rector for International Relations 
and Artistic Activity, The Academy  
of Performing Arts in Prague

Ingeborg Radok Žádná is a Vice-Rector for International Relations and 
Artistic Activity of The Academy of Performing Arts in Prague (AMU). 
Žádná lectures at Music and Dance Faculty (HAMU). She is also a 
member of the council of Association Européenne des Conservatoires, 
Académies de Musique et Musikhochschulen (AEC). In 2003, she re-
ceived the Order of Arts and Letters, awarded by the Government of 
France.
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 A Future for the EU after the Post-Pandemic Crisis
With borders closed for significant part of the year and with all EU 
countries in an economic downturn and having a difficult time deal-
ing with the economic consequences, the EU is facing a crisis likely 
unparalleled since the end of World War II. Political and economic 
fault-lines have reopened and fears that tensions over the cost of 
the looming economic depression could feed nationalism and far-
right populism. Some European leaders have warned that the cur-
rent crisis calls into question the continued relevance of the political 
and economic bloc and the EU itself is at risk of falling apart. Simply 
said, the pandemic has shown the fragility of our societies. The panel 
seek to answer how can political leaders in Europe come together 
to reconstruct a hopeful future for the EU and beyond. Should new 
competences be transferred to the EU, for instance, in the fields of 
crisis management, digitalisation, cyber security or environmental 
policy? How to prevent the divergence between the Eurozone coun-
tries and the rest of the EU?  How can the EU play a constructive 
global role when internal division and centrifugal forces take root?  
How can the EU improve its crisis management tools, at a time when 
the pandemic has turned into a global crisis, encompassing both so-
cioeconomic and political disruption?

 Annual “Vision for Europe” Award
Vision for Europe is the annually bestowed award for distinguished 
personalities who have, in the course of their lives, devoted substan-
tial energies to the establishment and development of European ide-
als such as strengthening peaceful cooperation among European 
nations, developing a fair institutional arrangement of European in-
tegration, making European integration more accessible to European 
publics, and overcoming prejudices and misconceptions related to 
the integration process. The awarding ceremony is part of the annu-
al Prague European Summit, and it is accompanied by the European 
Vision speech, which is delivered by the awarde.

 Carbon-neutral EU as a global climate leader – Why it matters? 
(Urban Talk)
The European Union is uniquely equipped to tackle climate change; 
its concentration of wealth, knowledge, trade and political soft pow-
er makes it able to mobilize political capital far beyond its own bor-
ders. Becoming a global climate leader could propel the EU into an 
overarching global leadership position in the future. However, the EU 
is currently not on track towards climate neutrality, nor can the EU 
claim the mantle of leadership for the foreseeable future when all its 
estimates are built around 2050 – at which point scientific consen-
sus states that it will be too late. The V4 are particularly accountable 
for the lack of ambition to the detriment of all citizens both inside and 
outside the EU. How can the EU strengthen its credibility in order 
to incentivize other higher emitters, such as China, to reduce emis-
sions? How can the EU tackle the climate enfant terrible that is the 
V4 with regards to tackling climate change? What are the benefits 
of becoming a global climate leader both politically and societally?

 Companies and climate crisis – What can they really do? (Urban 
Talk)
The scale and scope of the climate crisis requires mobilization in 
all parts of society, public and private sector alike. There are many 
ways the private sector can help reduce its carbon footprint. Some 
private companies have already stepped up and introduced cli-
mate-mitigating measures aiming at reducing the emissions emit-
ted from their supply chains. While seemingly a sound measure, 
it can be susceptible to “greenwashing”, whereby the introduced 
measures have little to no impact on a company’s emissions yet 
the company continue to present itself as “green” in order to im-
prove its attractiveness to its customers. What constitutes cor-
porate “greenwashing”, and how can we, as consumers, uncover 
these facades? What can companies really do in order to reduce 
their negative impact on the climate? What regulatory framework 
would help the private sector make systemic transitions to a more 

climate-friendly operation model? What does it take for sustainabil-
ity and climate-consciousness to become a mainstream business 
model for companies?

 COVID-19 as an Opportunity for a Fresh Approach to EU 
Enlargement (Early Bird Session)
EU Enlargement has been put back on the EU’s agenda. The growing 
influence of Russia and China in the Western Balkans has under-
lined the importance of a strong EU presence to ensuring progress 
of the region‘s European aspirations. Thus, the EU‘s engagement 
must be strengthened. With the release of the 2020 Enlargement 
Package, the European Commission also introduced an ambitious 
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans aimed at 
boosting their economies in the wake of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Will the EU be able to keep the momentum in the enlargement 
process amid the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic? 
What impact will the 2020 elections in Serbia, North Macedonia and 
Montenegro have on their respective EU accession processes? Can 
the Economic and Investment Plan really help to better integrate 
the region into the EU? In cooperation with the Embassy of Slovenia 
in Prague

 Digitalization in Education and its Challenges (Early Bird Session)
The societal impact of the fourth industrial revolution - digitalization, 
the advent of AI and automation of jobs, among others - cannot be 
overstated. Simultaneously, COVID-19 may have accelerated these 
developments due to the massive disruptions borne by the pan-
demic-reality of social distancing. At the heart of these tumultuous 
developments lies human vulnerabilities, particularly for those on 
the lower rungs of society‘s proverbial ladder, placing great empha-
sis on strengthening education systems to adapt to the world of to-
morrow and ensure societal cohesion amidst disruptive challenges. 
In cooperation with the Embassy of Germany in Prague

 Diplomacy 4.0 (Closed Lunch Discussion)

 EU Recovery Plan from the Visegrad Perspective
Amid an unprecedented health crisis caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and its subsequent economic ramifications, the European 
Council agreed on the new post-2020 MFF and a Next Generation 
EU recovery fund worth €750 billion. There is, however, several 
challenges yet to be overcome – the European Parliament needs 
to consent with the European Council plan, and sectoral legislation 
must be enacted in order to start full operation of the EU budget. 
Furthermore, some issues, such as the Rule of Law provision were 
only outlined in the July European Council meeting conclusions. 
What does the agreement on the MFF and Recovery Fund means 
for the EU? How will the EU proceed with discussion over the Rule 
of Law provision? Are there any significant losers of the MFF nego-
tiations, which might lead to disruption in the future?

 Europe and Sustainable Finance (Closed Lunch Discussion)

 Europe as a Geopolitical Actor: A new leader in a greener, digital 
world?

 Europe in Crisis: Role of the EU in Times of COVID-19

 Female leadership in EU‘s external relations and international 
agreements (Urban Talk)
One of the key priorities for the new European Commission in exter-
nal relations is gender equality, the empowerment of girls and wom-
en and strengthening female participation, voice and leadership. The 
implementation period of the current EU‘s Gender Action Plan in 
development and external relations (GAP II) is coming to an end this 
year. This is a good time to take stock of what has been achieved 
and how to move forward. How can the Commission services‘ and 
the European External Action Service‘s institutional culture to more 
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effectively deliver on its commitments? What are examples of good 
practices of gender mainstreaming in external relations? How can 
EU Delegations contribute to gender equality worldwide? And are 
the EU‘s efforts in mainstreaming gender equality supported in so-
cieties and governments of third countries?

 Green Transformation as an Economic Opportunity
A green transformation presents a wealth of opportunities for so-
cieties and economies. The job growth in the energy sector fa-
vours renewables, the circular economy empowers stakeholders to 
make more with less, and new industries and enterprises can rise 
to prominence with stronger citizen involvement. Furthermore, in-
creasing climate awareness affects consumer and even voting be-
haviours, providing a new avenue both economically and societally 
for climate-conscious actors. Countries which have already started 
their transformations are reaping rewards in terms of focused R&D 
investment returns and citizen participation in an economy closer to 
the ‘people on the ground’. What are the challenges? What are the 
costs of not embarking on an ambitious green transformation right 
now for citizens, industry and society as a whole?
Green Transitioning: What Role Can Industry Play Towards an 
Ambitious Sustainable Industrial Strategy for 2030 and 2050? 
#Economy
Industry is at the heart of several transformations: decarbonisation 
of the entire industrial and energy sector, automation, robotisa-
tion, and digitalisation. These potentially disruptive developments 
mandate the EU to ensure an inclusive, and socially and societal-
ly responsible transformation to the benefit of citizens. The indus-
trial transformation will thus present both risks and opportunities; 
countries that adapt and develop their value-chains towards circu-
lar economies, R&D expenditures and services will become lead-
ers while recalcitrant countries will find themselves left behind. 
Achieving ambitious targets will require breakthrough policies at EU 
level and coordinated efforts at all governance levels. How can in-
dustry become a more active and constructive player in green tran-
sitioning? What are the opportunities and risks for industries, and 
the societies in which they operate?

 Greening the Common Agricultural Policy (Closed Lunch 
Discussion)

 How Can Democracy Re-invent itself in the Digital Age?
With the advent of the digital age the nature of democracy is chang-
ing via the exploration of informal channels. The online organization 
of democratic actions, such as protests, has become a prominent 
course of action throughout the world. With social media usage ever 
on the rise, humans have in some sense become closer than ever.  
However, resurging societal divides evidently seem to indicate that 
polarisation in societies is more pronounced than ever, threatening 
the societal and epistemic cohesion, and thus the fabric of our de-
mocracies themselves. How can democracy re-invent itself in an 
increasingly digitally connected world? How can acceptance of di-
versity and compromise gain traction over the current era’s tribalism 
and division? And how can disinformation, often rife on social media, 
be effectively combatted in order to ensure democratic integrity?

 How Can the European Cities Help the Green Transition? 
As urbanization accelerates due to increasing social mobility, and as 
economic growth in large cities often outpaces that of the rest of 
a given country, large cities occupy an increasingly important role 
in facilitating a sustainable green transition. Due to the multitude of 
discrepancies between rural areas and cities, it is increasingly hard 
to create uniform policies applicable to these diverse conditions. 
Thus, cities have to develop novel tools to tackle this responsibility 
and these associated challenges, often without prior policy expe-
rience or adequate policy support. Which best practices can cities 
adopt? What unique challenges do cities face in a green transition?

 Message from Members of the International Programme Board

 Message from Young Leaders

 Mirror Hall: Decarbonisation and Just Transition: Rethinking the 
EU’s Approach
The EU’s climate targets create a challenging future task for EU 
countries and especially regions dependent on carbon-intensive 
industries. The current financing mechanisms available for transi-
tioning to more sustainable economic models is unsatisfactory, with 
initiatives such as the Energy Transition Fund too small to make a 
real difference and the Globalisation Adjustment Fund procedures 
too complex. What lessons can be learnt from the successful just 
transition deal struck in Spain? How can the funding mechanisms 
be readjusted to empower local communities to transform their fos-
sil-fuel-dependent livelihoods? What role can EU funding rules play, 
and which stakeholders should bear the main responsibility for the 
transitioning?

 Mirror Hall: Democracy in Decline: Can Europe lead a Renaissance 
of Multilateralism and Democracy?
Over the past two decades, the world has faced and continues to 
face several destabilizing crises: climate change, the pandemic, the 
financial crisis and the migration crisis. These crises and their man-
agement or lack thereof has inexorably unraveled credibility and 
trust in both democracy and multilateral international order under-
pinning the post-Cold War international order, allowing authoritarian 
regimes such as China and Russia to resurge. As the Transatlantic 
partnership is fraying due to rising populism, the mantle of lead-
ership in tackling the climate crisis and the pandemic falls onto 
Europe. Such responsibility provides both monumental challeng-
es as well as unique opportunities for Europe to assert itself as a 
global leader in combatting the climate crisis. Europe has already 
highlighted its intent to meet these challenges through novel pol-
icy solutions, such as the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, 
which could pave the way for global changes. Can Europe lead a 
renaissance of multilateralism and democracy through green glob-
al leadership and efficient management of the pandemic? How 
can the EU overcome its internal divisions evidenced in disparate 
Member State responses to climate change and the pandemic? 
How can the EU leverage the strength of its single market and po-
litical soft power to spearhead new global political paradigms? In 
cooperation with FORUM 2000

 Muddling of Geopolitics and Economics: The Way Forwards for 
the EU
Recent developments in international politics, particularly those 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, are characterised by a new era 
of great power rivalry and geopolitical competition with increasing 
weaponisation of economic, financial, migration, energy, and cultural 
tools to achieve strategic and foreign-policy goals. Such tools have 
traditionally played a limited role in foreign policy. However, neither 
China, Russia nor the United States now separate these tools from 
foreign policy. As the world descends into geopolitical competition, 
other powers increasingly challenge European countries‘ ability to 
defend their interests and values. How should the EU respond to 
these challenges? How can the EU strengthen the rules-based 
multilateral order? Should the EU stand ready to use economic re-
taliation measures in response to international developments with 
which it disagrees? Should the international role of the euro and 
the economic and monetary union be strengthened, and if so how? 
Should the EU mobilise its competition instruments and expand its 
competition policy beyond its borders?

 PES Talk by Janez Potočnik: Natural Resources Management for 
Environment-Positive Trade
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 PES Talk by Justyna Orlowska

 Post-COVID-19 Recovery as an Opportunity for a Stronger 
Europe: Perspective from the Western Balkans (Chat)

 Rule of Law: should the EU Mechanisms for its Safeguarding be 
Revised? #Society
Within the Rule of Law Framework, the European Commission pub-
lished this year its first report covering all Member States as part 
of the annual rule of law review cycle. When the new mechanism 
was set up, no one expected that the majority of member states 
would soon declare states of emergency and adopt measures that 
limit certain fundamental freedoms and can have malign effect on 
the rule of law and democracy. Does this new post-pandemic sit-
uation call for a revision of EU mechanisms to safeguard values on 
which it is founded? Should the EU, for instance, integrate the ex-
isting mechanism such as the Rule of Law Framework, EU Justice 
Scoreboard, European Semester and others to create a single 
comprehensive EU mechanism to safeguard fundamental values. 
Or should the Rule of Law mechanism just be extended to incor-
porate other Article 2 values such as democracy and fundamen-
tal freedoms. Should EU funding be finally linked to protection of 
Article 2 values at the national level? Should the EU regulation for 
financing European political parties be revised to ensure that their 
member parties do not violate EU fundamental values nationally? 
And should we consider externalising the responsibility to safe-
guard fundamental values from the Commission to a non-political 
regulatory agency?

 Satisfaction with democracy and EU across Europe (Urban Talk)
Thirty years ago, a wave of optimism swept across Europe as walls 
and regimes fell, and long oppressed publics embraced open soci-
eties, open markets and a more united and integrated Europe. How 
satisfied are Europeans with how democracy works three decades 
after the fall of communism? And how content are they with the 
EU, its institutions and policies? What are the issues they worry 
about when it comes to the functioning of democracy as well as 
of the EU? And are there substantive differences between western 
European and citizens of Central and Eastern Europe regarding at-
titudes towards democracy and the EU? Is there a common under-
standing of and support for cross border solidarity among European 
citizens? Or are there clear limits to European solidarity?

 The European Green Deal: A Fresh Wind for the EU’s Global 
Climate Leadership
Under the new president of the European Commission, Ursula von 
der Leyen, the EU is heading towards climate neutrality. As out-
lined in the Long-Term Strategy and von der Leyen’s Green Deal, 
the EU should become the first block of developed countries to 
aspire to net zero emissions by 2050 – a goal, according to sci-
entists, the world should embrace if we are to prevent warming 
beyond 1,5°C. While achieving net zero emissions will require com-
mitment, investment and political will, it also presents the EU with 
opportunities. How can we ensure that all member states will sup-
port this vision and the EU will start moving swiftly towards its cli-
mate goal? What should the roadmap of the EU’s decarbonization 
look like? How will the COVID-19 pandemic impact the EU’s climate 
ambition, and can the Green Deal serve as a basis for sustainable 
economic recovery?

 Towards a new Europe? European Leadership and Autonomy 
amidst Global Upheaval

 Transatlantic Relations beyond repair? – What to expect from the 
US 2020 Presidential Elections
The Trump administration will no doubt leave a lasting impression 
on the Transatlantic relations. While a new US administration is im-

minent, the last four years have been a turbulent period and there 
is much for the new President to rectify within Transatlantic alli-
ance. From clashing views on relations with China and Russia, to 
diverging stances on migration, trade, security and, more recently, 
on the handling of the pandemic, the US and EU have stood more 
divided than together on global issues. As the US retreats from the 
global stage and withdraw from multilateral frameworks that once 
bound the transatlantic relationship, can the EU emerge as a global 
leader? How will the next US administration relations with Europe 
resemble? Or are relations between the US and EU irreparably 
damaged?

 Using Trade Policy to Tackle Climate Change and Protect 
Environment
Recent developments such as the Amazon forest fires highlight the 
need to attenuate tensions between resources needs and environ-
mental protection. At the same time, the fraying multilateral order, 
amplified during the COVID-19 pandemic, means that it is that it is 
unlikely that efforts to ensure effective environmental protection 
will be primarily achieved on multilateral level. European leaders 
called for action in this regard, including withdrawals of trade priv-
ileges for partners who breach the agreed climate change and en-
vironmental standards. Which existing instruments of trade policy 
can the EU utilise to support sustainable development and ensure 
and strengthen the implementation of climate and environmental 
protection? Should the EU leverage trade agreements in order to 
achieve compliance with environmental and climate change stan-
dards? Or should the EU reconsider its approach to trade and envi-
ronmental protection by, for instance, suspending trade preferenc-
es if there is evidence of non-compliance with the environmental 
standards?

 Video Message from Christina Bache

 Video Message from Daniel Hamilton

 Video Message from Magnús Jóhannesson: Plastics in the Ocean

 Video Message from Edward Lucas

 Video Message from Tom Steyer

 Video Message from Teija Tiilikainen

 Video Message from Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga: Female Leadership in 
Times of Crisis
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