
Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   1 05.06.2017   10:07:25



Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   2 05.06.2017   10:07:25



Colors of Official Logo

BLUE 
CMYK 070-000-020-000
Pantone Coated 3115 C
Pantone Uncoated 3105 U 
RGB 003-191-215 
WEB #03BFD7 
 

GREY 
CMYK 000-000-000-060
Pantone Cool Gray 5 C
Pantone Cool Gray 5 U 
RGB 102-102-102 
WEB #666666

BLACK 
CMYK 000-000-000-100 
Pantone Black C
Pantone Black U
RGB 000-000-000 
WEB #000000

Office of the Government
of the Czech Republic

Office of the Government
of the Czech Republic

Základní varianty značky Úřadu vlády České republiky:

Office of the Government
of the Czech Republic

ORGANIZERS

STRATEGIC PARTNER MAIN INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERMAIN INSTITUTIONAL PARTNER

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNER MAIN PARTNERMAIN PARTNER

MAIN PARTNER PARTNERPARTNER

PARTNER SUPPORTERSUPPORTER

MEDIA PARTNER PRAGUE TALKS PARTNERMEDIA PARTNER

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   1 05.06.2017   10:07:27



CONTENTS

Summary Prague European Summit 201610
International Programme Board16
Speakers24

Partners42

The Conference Agenda38

Prague Talks46
Contact48

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   2 05.06.2017   10:07:27



3
days

60+
speakers

20+
events

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   3 05.06.2017   10:07:28



“Propaganda often abuses 
problems, creates new and 
artificial dividing lines between 
the member states and 
within the individual societies. 
Therefore, the events as the 
Prague European Summit are 
so important. They create an 
open platform for the debate 
about the future of the EU, they 
help to seek answers for current 
questions and they increase 
foreknowledge and general 
awareness about how the EU 
and European integration work.”

Bohuslav Sobotka
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic,
Office of the Government of the Czech Republic
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Welcome words

The European Union recently celebrated 60 years since the signature of the Rome Treaties. This March in Rome, the 
leaders of the 27 member states and of the institutions praised the Union’s common institutions and strong shared 
values, the community of peace, freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law that it had created, and its 
gradual transformation into a major economic power with unparalleled levels of social protection and welfare. This 
remarkable anniversary comes however after one of the most difficult years in its history, following the decision by 
the United Kingdom to leave the Union. In parallel, the EU also must cope with countless other challenges, such as 
political radicalisation, the distrust of citizens or a quickly changing external environment. These challenges can – 
and perhaps should - be viewed as opportunities for the Union and its member states to change and adapt in order 
to address them more efficiently and safeguard a common future. In this respect, the EU needs more self-reflection 
and sincere debate.

We believe, today more than ever, that the successful first two years of the Prague European Summit confirmed 
that the decision to create a permanent platform, enabling open debates on the pressing questions of Europe’s 
presence and future, was the right one. This year, key actors from across the Union, politicians, civil servants, business 
representatives, academics, top experts and journalists and the civil society at large will meet again in Prague to 
engage in hard discussions and formulate recommendations for making the European Union safer, stronger and more 
competitive. We decided this year to enrich the debate even further by involving the “new voices” - representatives 
of grassroots civil society, activists, start-uppers or future leaders – the people who usually do not attend the more 
traditional type of conferences. 

In the course of three days, we will discuss a variety of hot topics ranging from the implications of the successive 
elections for Franco-German cooperation, the future of the European digital market or the various consequences of 
BREXIT. The Summit will offer different formats including key-note addresses, panel discussions, break-out sessions, 
night-owl sessions and breakfast discussions at Embassies around town. The Summit will also bring discussion 
directly to the citizens through the Prague Public Talks, organized in various locations in Prague. We will continue 
with the Vision of Europe Award, a highlight of last year’s which is awarded to distinguished personalities who have 
dedicated their lives to the development of European idea(l)s.

Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the organizers and partners of the Prague European Summit, it is with great 
pleasure and open arms that we welcome you to our conference. We strongly believe that the unique premises of 
the Lobkowicz and Czernin palaces, in the heart of Prague, will provide excellent venues for intensive discussion 
and informal debates. Our ambition is to make the Prague European Summit not only a collection of discussions to 
remember, but also a place where long-lasting connections are established, here in the heart of Europe.

WELCOME WORDS

Vladimír Bartovic
Director
EUROPEUM Institute
for European Policy

Petr Kratochvíl
Director
Insitute of International
Relations Prague
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About the Prague European Summit

The Prague European Summit marks an important 
milestone in the open and strategic debates on the future 
of the European Union. The summit will bring together 
key actors from across the European Union, from state 
to private sectors, from politicians to journalists. The 
goal of the summit is to discuss current European Union 
topics, including the most painful issues, freely and 
openly, and to enhance dialogue between the EU officials 
and Member States, Central and Eastern Europe, that 
can only be complete with a diversity of perspectives 
and ideas being represented.

The ambition of the project is to become a regular forum, 
which will bring back Prague among the deciding centres 
on the future of Europe. The actual holding of the three-
day summit in Prague will contribute to strengthening 
the image of the Czech Republic as a country that 
is confident and at the same time constructively 
participate in fundamental debates about the direction of 
the European Union and throughout Europe. This highly 
interactive event in 2017 will focus, among other topics, 
on the future of the banking union, digital single market, 
energy security, the new form of transatlantic relations 
or relations of Europe and Russia.

The Prague European Summit 2017 is organized by 
the EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy & the 
Institute of International Relations, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, 
the International Visegrad Fund, the Representation of 
the European Commission in the Czech Republic and the 
support of other partners from public and private sector.

ABOUT
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Venues

The Lobkowicz Palace at Prague Castle is one of the 
most significant cultural sites in the Czech Republic and 
the only privately owned building in the Prague Castle 
complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Through the 
centuries, the Palace witnessed some of Bohemia’s most 
important historical events. It houses part of the highly-
acclaimed The Lobkowicz Collections, a unique collection 
of paintings, rich decorative art, spectacular arms and 
armor, and rare musical instruments and manuscripts 
by Beethoven and Mozart, including Beethoven’s 4th 
and 5th symphonies and Mozart’s re-orchestration of 
Handel’s Messiah. 
Originally known as the Pernštejn Palace, it acquired its 
present name when Jaroslav’s niece, Polyxena, married 
Zdeněk Vojtěch, 1st Prince Lobkowicz (1568– 1628), in 
1603. 
In the centuries following that union, the Palace witnessed 
some of Bohemia’s most significant historical events. 
At the start of World War II, the Palace was confiscated 
from the Lobkowicz family by the Nazi forces invading 
Czechoslovakia. Returned in 1945, it was seized again 
following the Communist takeover of the country in 1948. 
After the Velvet Revolution of 1989 and the subsequent 
fall of the Communist government, the passage of 
restitution laws made it possible in 2002 for the Palace 
to be returned to the Lobkowiczes once again.
On 2 April 2007, following more than four years of 
planning, restoration and refurbishment, the Palace was 
reopened to the public. It houses the Lobkowicz Palace 
Museum and also serves as a unique venue for private 
and corporate events.

The Czernin Palace serves as the seat of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs . It hosts many significant negotiations 
and serves for the purposes of multiple conferences 
and sessions. It is not by accident that it is here where 
the Warsaw Treaty was dissolved at the beginning of 
1990s. The Czernin Palace has been visited by the 
council of presidents, ministers of foreign affairs and 
other important personalities from over the world. All 
Czechoslovak ministers of foreign affairs had their 
offices here, and also the ministers of foreign affairs of 
the Czech Republic continue in this tradition.
In 1923, the Czechoslovak government decided that the 
Czernin Palace will be allotted to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, whose offices were dispersed in several places 
in Prague. One year later, the architect Pavel Janák won 
the contest for the completion and reconstruction of the 
palace. In the course of five years, between 1929 and 
1934, the palace was rebuilt according to the original 
design of Francesco Caratti, and a number of old pieces 
of furniture and equipment, acquired from both local and 
foreign antiquarians, returned to the building. 
After the Second World War the activity of the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs was renewed in 
the Czernin Palace in the May of 1945. Necessary clearing 
works and arrangements had to be carried out again. 
While dumping the sand and clay, that has been taken 
out of the shelter, a set of keys with numbers written 
with Gothic characters was found. These were the lost 
keys to the room, in which Czech coronation jewels were 
stored. Jan Masaryk, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
son of the first Czechoslovak president, Tomáš Garrigue 
Masaryk, used to live in the garret of the Czernin Palace 
in the post-war years.

VENUES
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ORGANIZERS

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, non-partisan, and independent think-tank focussing on 
European integration and cohesion. EUROPEUM was founded in 1998 with the goal of supporting the Czech Republic’s 
efforts to become a fully fledged member of the EU, and has established itself as a respected think-tank in the Czech 
Republic and across Europe. EUROPEUM fulfils its motto “Czech vision for Europe, European vision for the Czechs” 
through research, educational activities, publications, conferences and seminars. It also intensively cooperates with 
Czech and European institutions and partners, and formulates concrete recommendations aiming to ameliorate the 
functioning of the EU and its policies. In 2016, EUROPEUM became the first Central European think-tank to open its 
Brussels office.

www.europeum.org  |  facebook.com/EUROPEUM.org  |  twitter.com/EUROPEUMPrague

The Institute of International Relations, Prague (IIR) is an independent public research institution which conducts 
excellent academic research in the larger field of international relations, which includes European studies, security 
studies, area studies and other related disciplines. IIR has been the leading academic institution for the study 
of international relations in the Czech Republic since 1957 and it is also an active member of several international 
research networks. In its IR research, it sets national benchmarks for the quality of scientific research in  
International Relations. As an independent institution originally founded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the IIR 
also provides policy analysis and recommendations. It serves as a hub for academics, policy makers and the general 
public. It stimulates the expert, intellectual and public debates on the Czech foreign policy, European affairs and 
global issues. The IIR also publishes a number of academic journals and books, and it offers a joint PhD programme in 
International Relations and European Studies.

www.iir.cz  |  facebook.com/IIR.Prague  |  twitter.com/IIR_Prg

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy

Institute of International Relations
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Summary 
Prague European Summit 

2016
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DAY I

The main aim of the Prague European Summit 2016 was 
to discover the answer to the fundamental question: 
“Better together?”. The organizers expressed a belief that 
the first fully-fledged summit after the pilot conference 
had brought Prague closer to the intellectual forefront of 
the debate about the future of the European Union. 

The first key-note speech was delivered by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Lubomír Zaorálek , 
who emphasized the fact that despite facing numerous 
crises, being together still makes Europe stronger. He 
then added that crises cause a widening of the West-
East gap and an increase of support for far-right political 
parties, both of which endanger European unity. His words 
were followed by the speech of Kristalina Georgieva, 
former European Commission Vice-President, who 
focused on the speed of change in global terms and on 
the achieved progress. Professor Péter Balász focused 
on the re-emergence of nationalism within the European 
Union. Simultaneously, he emphasized that the times 
of permissive consensus were obsolete and what was 
accepted in Brussels was afterwards not automatically 
accepted by the member states.

The Breakout Session titled The Future of the Schengen 
Cooperation was kicked off by the opening speech of 
Christian Bluth who explained the economic importance 
of Schengen within EU structures: “ it is not merely a 
symbol, it’s a functioning body.” The main focus of the 
interaction between Mr Bluth, Ms Kea-Sophie Stieber 
and the moderator Ms Beata Jaczewska on both political 
and economic levels was on the importance of protecting 
external borders rather than imposing more restrictions 
on the borders within the EU. All three participants 
agreed that the Schengen was indeed very significant 
for the future development of the EU, and stressed the 
importance of a deepening cooperation within this field.

The first speaker of the Breakout Session Fragmentation 
vs. Enhanced Cooperation, Ana Palacio, set out to clarify 
some of the myths surrounding the perception of the EU 
today – the internal market as being complete, a closer 
Union as being a policy goal rather than a path to a peaceful 
Europe, and diversity of opinions as directly translating 
into disintegration. Agata Gostyńska- Jakubowska 
introduced the idea of differentiated integration and a 
flexible approach of the member states as being more 
attentive to their individual needs. Steven Blockmans 
observed that this flexible approach to member states 
might be hard to get guaranteed institution-wise. All 
speakers ultimately agreed that in order to prevent the 
fragmentation of the EU, mutual cooperation needed a 
fitting narrative for the 21st century.

The Breakout Session titled Euroscepticism vs. Trust 
Building covered the ways of combatting the increasing 
Eurosceptic movements across Europe, the ways of 
rebuilding trust in the EU, and the question of whether 

we can make the EU strong again. Christian Lequesne 
stressed that Euroscepticism was not a marginal 
problem and was being discussed in the member states 
on a daily basis. He came with five observations on 
Euroscepticism— it is strongly related to national identity; 
it is a general phenomenon that can be perceived across 
the EU; it has increased the use of referenda across the 
member states and divided both the member states and 
the political forces inside the European Union; it is part 
of a more general movement of populism; and there is a 
negative impact of Euroscepticism on the development 
of the EU project. Among the solutions to Euroscepticism 
Mr Lequesne highlighted the importance of perceiving 
not only the costs but also the benefits of EU policies. 
Thanos Dokos mentioned that if Euroscepticism had 
not existed, it should have been invented, as from his 
point of view it is a useful tool. Hans Kundnani defined 
Euroscepticism as a heterogeneous concept and pointed 
out the difficulty in categorizing the different Eurosceptic 
political parties across Europe. 

DAY II

At the German Embassy, professor Wolfgang Wessels 
discussed the idea that previous crises had generally 
strengthened European integration, with crises of a 
global character playing a larger role. He also touched 
upon the issue of security and immigration, observing 
that the developing security strategy in the EU will lead to 
a further debate on the national level. Professor Wessels 
considered it important for us to remember a defining 
advantage of the EU: a union of law. At the same time 
he acknowledged the necessity to make steps against 
particular laws in order to protect smaller countries. 

The discussion breakfast at the Spanish residence 
started with Ana Palacio and Michael Žantovský , 
who, despite recognizing the future of the EU project, 
stressed the existence of several gaps in it. Ana Palacio 
remarked that “we need clarity, honesty and political will” 
to beat Euroscepticism. Both of the speakers agreed 
that mainstream political parties should innovate their 

SUMMARY 2016
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narratives and adapt to the current situation. Ana Palacio 
closed the discussion with a clear message: “We are 
better together.”

The Business Panel A More Competitive Europe:
How to Enhance the Internal Market? brought a lively 
debate on competitiveness and related issues, such as 
the digitalization of the European economy. Ivan Hodač 
sought a solution for decreasing the non-tariff barriers 
that are still very high in Europe. Kristian Hedberg 
focused on the issue of EU’s frozen investment activity. 
In addition, he suggested setting a framework for faster 
reallocation of resources within the EU to increase 
productivity. Tania Le Moigne commented on the leading 
role of the digital single market. She stated that one 
single rulebook is clearly needed instead of 28 different 
systems. Also, an easier sharing of knowledge and R&D 
progress would truly decide whether Europe shall become 
a technological leader or a mere follower.

Peter Stračár observed that the EU is facing a backlash 
against globalization, a growing distrust towards large 
corporations, and a growing skills gap among different 
groups of people. He viewed the allure of protectionism 
as a natural result of the combination of such skills 
gap and lack of growth in Europe. At the same time, he 
regarded our strengths – namely in industry – as giving 
Europe an enormous chance to play a large role in the 
upcoming industrial transformation, provided that we 
learn to innovate in a more efficient way. Altogether, 
the speakers agreed that a transformation of education 
towards life-long learning and support of labour mobility 
across the EU should be our key objective to overcome 

impending challenges. Among the crucial skills for the 
future there will be greater adaptability to a constantly 
changing environment, creativity, innovation and the 
ability to build relationships in a complex environment.

The first workshop Identity: European Togetherness, 
Values and Nationalism offered a discussion between 
Dalibor Roháč, Wojciech Przybylski and the audience, 
focusing on issues of nationalism, European identity 
and togetherness. Mr Roháč talked about the common 
criticism of the EU project, stating that “for political 
democracy to function, it needs to be accompanied 
by political identity,” and stressed that “the political 
identity is not something that can be just constructed 
and handed over, it is designed by battles of different 
narratives.” Consequently, Mr Roháč mentioned that 
the biggest problem was the disconnection between 
ambitions and the actual tools available. The speakers 
described the current situation as a battle between 
nationalism and globalization, in which the latter seems 
to be winning. The panel was concluded with Mr Roháč’s 
encouraging statement: “The EU is not perfect, but we 
need to work together to reconstruct it because it still 
plays irreplaceable role.”

In the second workshop Security: Can Anyone Face 
the Current Threats Alone? And Can We Face Them 
Together?, Elisabeth Braw and Steven Blockmans 
started the discussion by introducing in their initial inputs 
the existence of a profound lack of action to deal with the 
increasing needs for security cooperation and collective 
responses to external dangers. Mr Blockmans concluded 
that defence is the last realm of national sovereignty, but 

SUMMARY 2016
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a large range of issues is preventing greater integration 
in this field. The speakers seemed to believe that building 
resilience capacity and enforcing structures are the 
most important steps for the future. Trust between the 
member states was regarded as a significant element 
and necessary to increase the mobility among the 
member states to react and foster cooperation with 
each other. Intelligence sharing nowadays works mainly 
between some selected countries that have had long-
term relationships built on mutual trust and prevention 
of leaks. Thus, as the EU does not have the competences 
in such field, the time for the member states to play their 
role has come.

The last workshop Prosperity: How to Translate 
Economic Growth into Social Cohesion? welcomed Ernst 
Stetter and Richard Cockett . The speakers discussed the 
possibilities of translating economic growth into social 
cohesion and touched upon issues of unemployment 
(especially youth unemployment), the guarantee of a 
first job, minimum wages and education. According to 
him, achieving social cohesion is not possible with rising 
inequalities, as the EU is too witnessing the tendency 
of richer getting richer and poorer getting poorer. In 
this regard, Mr Stetter stated that a minimum income 
should be guaranteed for everyone. On the other hand, a 
common European key to solving unemployment seems 
to be unrealistic, as citizens would not like to give up their 
national sovereignty in such a sensitive area. 

The first Oxford Debate Greece Should Stay in the 
Eurozone was held on the question of whether Greece 
should remain or leave the Eurozone. The two opposing 
sides were represented by Dimitri Sotiropoulos and Sony 
Kapoor arguing in favour, and by Frances Coppola and 
Tim Worstall arguing against. Mr Sotiropoulos supported 
Greece staying in the Eurozone, reminding that given the 
financial aid of 230 billion euro which has already been 
provided to Greece for reconstruction, “ it is not advisable 
to leave.” Mr Kapoor emphasized the necessity of “serious 
changes on the ground” in governmental, regional and 
educational structures. Looking at the other side, Ms 
Coppola used an example of the prisoner’s dilemma in 
order to demonstrate the situation in Greece, pointing out 
that “there is no incentive and no trust to collaborate.” She 
also stated that “Greece is not able to survive and cannot 
recover”. Mr Worstall highly criticized the creation of the 
Eurozone and reminded of the asymmetry of economic 
shocks’ distribution across the EU and the problematic 
use of the “optimal currency area theory.”

In the second Oxford Debate EU Member States Should 
Transfer Their Sovereignty to the European Army , Anton 
Shekhovtsov defended the proposal for transferring 
sovereignty to the European Army, while Martin Michelot 
spoke against the motion. Mr Shekhovtsov claimed that 
without NATO, the EU did not have a relevant defence 
structure of its own. The EU Army, in his perspective, 
does not have to be in conflict with NATO, but it 
rather could be a chance of strengthening European 

commitments to the Alliance. Mr Michelot on the other 
hand reminded the audience that NATO had managed to 
re-focus on global issues after the end of the Cold War 
and to integrate Eastern European countries. According 
to him, the creation of a European Army would pose a 
danger of duplication and would lack the US pressure on 
defence spending. In his perspective, we should focus on 
strengthening the European branch of NATO instead of 
aiming at the creation of a separate EU Army. According 
to a final poll, 58% of the audience agreed that a European 
Army would enhance Europe’s security. 

The third Oxford Debate TTIP is Contrary to EU Interests 
focused on whether the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership, known as TTIP, is in EU’s best 
interests. The side in favour of the treaty was represented 
by Nicholas Hodac and Marcin Korolec. The opponents of 
the treaty were Gabriel Siles-Brügge and Eric Maurice. 
Mr Siles-Brügge warned that the suggested partnership 
is dangerous and stressed that it decreased the trust of 
citizens in EU institutions, stating the lack of transparency 
as one of the chief reasons. Mr Korolec, on the other 
hand, emphasized that “TTIP was about more than trade” 
as it had wide political implications. He welcomed the idea 
of real cooperation between the EU and the US, pointing 
out however that the former was nowadays “too closed 
and too protectionist.” Nevertheless, Mr Maurice posited 
that in the short term the deal would in fact increase the 
gap between the EU and the US. 

The long day full of extraordinary thoughts was closed 
by the Vision for Europe Award reception. The Prague 
European Award is the annually bestowed award for 
distinguished personalities who have, in the course 
of their lives, devoted substantial energies to the 
establishment and development of European ideals such 
as strengthening peaceful cooperation among European 
nations, developing a fair institutional arrangement 
of European integration, making European integration 
more accessible to European publics, and overcoming 
prejudices and misconceptions related to the integration 
process. In 2016 this award was given to Mr. Prof. Dr. 
Wolfgang Wessels, Professor & Jean-Monnet-Chair, 
University of Cologne.

SUMMARY 2016
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DAY III

At the beginning of the final day of the Prague European 
Summit, Péter Balázs recapitulated the crises that were 
discussed throughout the panels, providing comments 
from the point of view of a former EU Commissioner and 
addressing three main questions: whether the crises 
were new or old; if they were internal or external; and 
which of the EU member states were included.

The crisis of the Eurozone was mentioned as a typical 
self-made problem by the EU. Mr Balázs viewed the 
Ukraine crisis as the deepest security crisis since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, with the EU not being 
ready to face such a crisis at the time where the Eastern 
Neighbourhood Policy was incomplete. It revealed that 
there was still a deep gap between expectations and 
political reality.

The current migration crisis posed the biggest and most 
immediate challenge to the EU, which fully revealed its 
internal weaknesses. As Mr Balázs remarked, the EU 
frontier countries decided to “close their eyes instead of 
closing their borders.” The crisis of Brexit was highlighted 
as a EU family affair, not a single country issue. The 
concluding remarks of Mr Balázs earned a big round of 
applause: “It will be painful, but none of [the crises] is a 
tragedy, it will be a wakeup call! Jump out of bed and take 
action. Good morning European Union!”

The closing panel The European Union in a Time of 
Crisis: Better Together? of last year’s Prague European 
Summit featured the Prime Ministers of the V4 countries: 
Bohuslav Sobotka from the Czech Republic, Beata 
Szydlo from Poland, Robert Fico from Slovakia, and 
Viktor Orbán from Hungary. Bohuslav Sobotka opened 

the discussion by delivering a speech highlighting many 
of the contemporary challenges that faced the European 
Union: the migration crisis, Brexit, rising nationalism, 
extremism and populism. He emphasized that populism 
offers easy solutions to distorted situations rather than 
actually engaging people in meaningful dialogue on how 
to solve such issues. Polish Prime Minister Beata Szydlo 
emphasized the merits of V4 cooperation, but criticized 
the EU for creating problems for itself, due to which 
many member states have begun seeking alternatives. 
She also indicated that the Polish V4 presidency would 
strive to be a force for positive change. Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán started out by adding what he 
perceived to be three additional crises to the ones Mr 
Sobotka outlined: an economic legitimacy crisis born 
out of the financial crisis of 2008, a democratic deficit 
crisis of the EU, and a failed foreign policy crisis aimed 
at institutionalizing democracy in the Middle East 
through military interventions. The solution to all of 
these, according to Mr Orbán, would be a fundamental 
reconsideration and potential recalibration of what we 
want the EU to be, and abandoning the Pavlovian reflex 
of always wanting “more Europe”. Slovak Prime Minister 
Robert Fico closed the debate focusing mainly on the 
priorities of the Slovak EU presidency: an economically 
strong EU; making use of areas of potential such as the 
energy union; and employing a sustainable and realistic 
migration and asylum policy. Mr Fico stated that this 
complex issue merits serious studying and consideration, 
since the EU cannot be a strong global actor if it is unable 
to resolve its internal disputes. Overall, the four Prime 
Ministers repeatedly acknowledged the initiative of the 
Prague European Summit and highlighted its importance 
as an intellectual platform for a much-needed pan-
European dialogue.

SUMMARY 2016

14 | PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   14 05.06.2017   10:07:43



PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT | 15

SUMMARY 2016

PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT | 15

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   15 05.06.2017   10:07:46



16 | PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT

International Programme Board

2017
The International Programme Board is the key advisory 

body of the Prague European Summit. It meets on  

a regular basis, at least once a year. The International 

Programme Board is comprised of leading international 

thinkers who care about the future of European 

integration. The Board is essential in shaping the 

substantive part of the Prague European Summit, and its 

tasks include the formulation of programme priorities for 

the upcoming Summit in June 2017 as well as innovative 

suggestions regarding the Summit´s structure, its  

side-events and its output.
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Péter Balázs
Professor, Central European 
University, former EU Commissioner & 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary

Prof. Balázs graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of 
Economics of the “Karl Marx” University (today Corvinus 
University). He got his PhD degree and habilitated at the 
same University. He is ScD of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences. In parallel with his government and diplomatic 
career, he has been teaching and doing research. He was 
nominated Professor of the Corvinus University in 2000 
and joined the CEU as full time Professor in 2005.

Prof. Balázs is currently holding a Jean Monnet Ad 
Personam Chair at CEU. His research activities are 
centered on the foreign policy of the EU and problems of 
the late modernization and European integration of the 
Eastern part of the continent. He also analyzes questions 
of European governance including the future of European 
institutions. He is regularly teaching at various home and 
foreign universities, lecturing in English, French, German 
and Hungarian. In 2005, he established a research center 
at the CEU for EU Enlargement Studies (CENS).

 

Vladimír Bartovic
Director, EUROPEUM Institute for 
European Policy

Vladimír Bartovic is the director of EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy. In 2014 he has been appointed 
external advisor – a member of the Group of External 
Advisors on the EU policies to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic and a member of the 
Programme Council of the Czech – Polish Forum. In 2015 
he has been elected member of the Board of Directors of 
PASOS – Policy Association for an Open Society.

He graduated in international trade and international 
politics at the University of Economics, Prague, Faculty 
of International Relations. He also studied at University 
of Granada, Faculty of Political Science and Sociology.

From 2011 to 2012 he served as a director of Strategic 
Planning and Analysis at the Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. He also 
worked as an editor in the Integrace magazine. He has 
been lecturing on topical EU issues at the Institute of 
Public Administration and the Czech National Bank. He 
co-operated with OSCE election missions in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Kosovo.

Steven Blockmans
Senior Research Fellow & Head of EU 
Foreign Policy, Centre for European 
Policy Studies

Steven Blockmans is Head of EU Foreign Policy at the 
Brussels-based think tank Centre for European Policy 
Studies (CEPS), Professor of EU External Relations Law 
and Governance at the University of Amsterdam, and 
a founding member of the Centre for the Law of EU 
External Relations (CLEER). He is the author of ‘Tough 
Love: the EU’s relations with the Western Balkans’ (AP/
CUP 2007) and the (co-)editor of more than 10 volumes, 
including ‘The EU’s Role in Global Governance’ (OUP 
2013) and ‘Differentiated Integration in the EU: From the 
Inside Looking Out’ (CEPS 2014). He served as leading 
author of the FES-sponsored Task Force on ‘More 
Union in European Defence’ chaired by Javier Solana 
(CEPS 2015). For almost 20 years, he has worked for 
the EU institutions and member states’ governments on 
numerous research and technical assistance projects in 
wider Europe and in Asia. He is currently project leader 
of a SIDA-sponsored study on the implementation of 
the EU Association Agreements with Ukraine, Moldova 
and Georgia. Blockmans holds a PhD in law from Leiden 
University.

Martin Bútora
Advisor to Slovak President Andrej 
Kiska

Ambassador (Rtd) Martin Bútora is the advisor to 
President of Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska (from June 
2014). He is the founder and honorary president of the 
Institute for Public Affairs in Bratislava established in 
1997. In 1990 – 1992 he served as advisor for human 
rights to President Václav Havel. From 1999 to 2003, he 
was the Ambassador of Slovakia to the United States.

Amb. Butora holds a PhD. in Sociology from Comenius 
University. He taught at Charles University in Prague, 
Trnava University and University of Economics in 
Bratislava. He writes on civil society, foreign policy, and 
democratic transformation. In the last years, he co-
authored and/or co-edited Visegrad Elections 2010: 
Domestic Impact and European Consequences, 2011; 
Active Citizenship and Nongovernmental Sector in 
Slovakia, 2012; Alternative Politics? The Rise of New 
Political Parties in Central Europe, 2013; Collective 
Defence and Common Security. Twin Pillars of the 
Atlantic Alliance. Group of Policy Experts report to the 
NATO Secretary General, 2014.

Ambassador Butora is the recipient of the Democracy 
Service Medal from the National Endowment for 
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Democracy (1999), Crystal Wing Award for diplomatic 
achievements (2002), and Knight’s Cross of the Order 
of Polonia Restituta (2011). He served as Human Rights 
Advisor to Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel (1990–
1992).

Petr Drulák
Ambassador of the Czech Republic in 
France, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Czech Republic

Professor Petr Drulák, Ph.D. (1972) was the Political 
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (between years 
2015 - 2016). From 2014 to 2015 he has had a position 
of the First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. In past he 
had worked as a director of the Institute of International 
Relations in Prague. Since 2012 he has been a professor 
of political science at Charles University, Prague. Among 
his research interests belong political theories, European 
integration and theories of international relations. During 
his rich academic career Petr Drulák has published many 
research articles in international journals (EJIR, JEPP, 
JIRD, Osteuropa) and books (Regional and International 
Relations of Central Europe, Palgrave, 2012; The Return 
of Geopolitics in Europe?, Cambridge University Press, 
2012). In Czech language he wrote couple of textbooks and 
books, the latest one is Politika nezájmu: Česko a Západ 
v krizi, SLON, 2012. Nowadays, he actively contributes to 
Czech newspapers and media.

Jakub Dürr
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
European Issues

In the years 2011-2016 he served as Deputy Head of the 
Czech Permanent Representation to the EU. Previously, 
he served as Deputiy Minister for European Affairs at the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. Between 2002 
and 2016 he has worked at his alma mater - the Palacký 
University in Olomouc as the Vice-Rector for External 
Relations and Senior Lecturer at the Department of 
Political Science and European Studies. In June 1, 2016 
he was appointed as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for European Issues. Some of his other activities include 
participating in various research grants and programs, 
consulting, training, and translating. He is fluent in English, 
Polish, German, Russian. Additionally, speaks French and 
some Spanish.

Roland Freudenstein
Policy Director, Wilfried Martens 
Centre for European Studies

Roland Freudenstein was born in Bonn, Germany. After 
a two year voluntary military service, he studied political 
science, economics, Japan studies and international 
relations in Bonn and Los Angeles. Having worked as 
a research fellow at the German Council on Foreign 
Relations, he became a member of the foreign and 
security planning staff of the European Commission in 
Brussels in the 1990s. Subsequently, he became the 
director of the Warsaw office of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation and later held a leading function in the 
Foundation’s central office in Berlin. After coming back to 
Brussels in 2004, he represented the German city state 
of Hamburg to the EU.

Roland Freudenstein is now, since 2008, Head of Research 
and Deputy Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies. He has contributed to debates 
and published extensively on European integration, 
international security, German-Polish relations, global 
democracy support and recently about the changes in 
the Middle East.

Ivan Hodač
Founder and President, Aspen 
Institute Central Europe

Ivan Hodač is a Founder and Vice-President of the 
Aspen Institute Prague. He was Secretary-General of 
the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association 
(ACEA) from 2001 until October 2013. He is currently 
member of a special Advisory Group of experts, which 
advises the European Commission in negotiation of the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the 
United States (TTIP). He is also the Chairman of the Board 
at cabinet DN. The Financial Times listed him among the 
most influential personalities in Brussels politics. Before 
joining ACEA, he was Senior Vice-President and Head of 
the Time Warner Corporate office for Europe. Previously 
he was Secretary-General of the trade organization 
IFMA/IMACE, Senior Economist at Didier & Associates, 
and Assistant Professor at the College of Europe, Bruges. 
He was born in Prague, where he studied mechanical 
engineering. He completed his education in economics 
and political science at the University of Copenhagen 
and the College of Europe in Bruges (European studies).
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Beata Jaczewska
Executive Director, International 
Visegrad Fund

Beata Jaczewska is an Executive Director of International 
Visegrad Fund, former Undersecretary of State in the 
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Poland, lawyer, 
negotiator, and long-term civil servant. She is statutory 
representative of the International Visegrad Fund (IVF), 
personally responsible for fulfilling priorities set by 
governments of V4 countries in the field of continuous 
improvement of the cooperation between 4 societies, 
as well as assisting neighbouring countries on their 
development paths.

Jaczewska is an expert in EU legislative processes and 
international negotiations. Her background is European 
law and economics. She graduated from several 
prestigious universities such as Warsaw University, 
Jagiellonian University in Cracow, and Warsaw School of 
Economics. She also holds a degree from the University 
of Cambridge in European law.

For years, Beata has been gaining professional 
experience in Polish public administration, recently in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Her work as Deputy Minister 
for the Ministry of the Environment was responsible for 
international relation as well as policies of sustainable 
development, air quality and climate change. Prior to 
that, she also served in the Ministry of the Economy as 
the Economy Development Department’s Director where 
she was focused on strategic planning of the economic 
growth in such areas as sustainable development policy, 
industrial policy, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

 Rudolf Jindrák
Director of International Department 
at the Office of the President of the 
Czech Republic

The start of the career of Dr. Rudolf Jindrák was tied with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He started in the Consular 
Department and served as a General Consul in Munich. 
He focused mainly on the relationships with Central 
European states and German speaking states and 
served as a Head of First Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (bilateral relations with Austria, Germany, 
Hungary, Liechtenstein, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, and 
Switzerland). He was appointed as the Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
to the Republic of Hungary, to the Republic of Austria, 
to the Federal Republic of Germany between years 
1998 and 2014. He also acted as the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in 2001 to 2004 and in 2014 to 2015.
Since August 2015 he has served in the advisory board 

of PM Bohuslav Sobotka where he was responsible for 
fostering of the relations with Germany and Central 
European cooperation agenda. Since 15 March 2017 he 
serves as the Director of the Foreign Department of the 
Presidential Office.

 Dana Kovaříková
Acting Head of Representation of the 
European Commission to the Czech 
Republic

At present, she is the Acting Head of Representation of 
the European Commission to the Czech Republic (since 
September 2016). Before taking up this position, she 
worked as a Head of Political Sector and previously as 
a Press Officer in the EC Representation. As regards 
her Brussels experience, she worked in the Directorate 
General for Communications Networks, Content & 
Technology (2012–2013) being in charge of relations with 
stakeholders. Before that she worked in the Secretariat 
General of the Commission, as a policy coordinator 
(2005–2006) and then in charge of Briefings for the 
President (2006– 2012). Earlier, she worked in the 
Directorate General Press and Communication (2002 – 
2005). Dana Kovaříková studied at Masaryk University in 
Brno, where she obtained a degree in economics and in 
media studies and journalism; at Katholieke Universiteit 
in Leuven (Belgium), where she obtained a degree in 
Sociology of Social Change; and at Université Rennes 1 
(France), where she obtained a Diplome franco-tcheque 
d´administration publique.

Petr Kratochvíl
Director, Institute of International 
Relations in Prague

Petr Kratochvíl is the Director of the Institute of 
International Relations and a lecturer at several Czech 
universities. He is the Chairman of the Academic Council 
of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic as well as a member of a 
range of academic and scientific councils. Petr Kratochvíl 
represents the IIR in various international associations 
such as the Trans European Policy Studies Association 
or the European Consortium for Political Research.

He has published extensively on European integration, 
EU-Russian relations, institutional reform and the 
EU enlargement, the role of religion in international 
affairs, and international relations theory.  The book 
The European Union and the Catholic Church: Political 
Theology of European Integration, co-authored by Tomáš 
Doležal and published in 2015 by Palgrave Macmillan, is 
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one of the latest examples of his research activity. He is 
also often called upon to present his analyses by various 
Czech and foreign media.

Pascal Lamy
Former European Commissioner and 
Director-General, WTO

From September 2005 to August 2013, Pascal Lamy 
served for two consecutive terms as General Director- 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO).  A committed 
European and member of the French Socialist party, he 
was Chief of Staff for the President of the European 
Commission, Jacques Delors from 1985 to 1994. He 
then joined the Credit Lyonnais as CEO until 1999, before 
returning to Brussels as European Trade Commissioner 
until 2004. Mr. Lamy holds degrees from HEC School of 
Management, the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) and 
the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA).

Pascal Lamy was appointed, in Mai 2015, as 
interministerial delegate for the preparation of the 
French candidature for the Universal Exhibition 2025. 
He shares his other activities between the Jacques 
Delors Institute (President emeritus), the presidency of 
the World Committee on Tourism Ethics, the presidency 
of the Oxford Martin School Commission for Future 
Generations, the vice-presidency of the Foundation for 
European Progressive Studies (FEPS), the Co-chair of 
the Equitable Access Initiative (Global Fund for AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria), his participation to the Global 
Ocean Commission and UNAIDS as well as different 
subjects related to international affairs.

Christian Lequesne
Professor, Sciences Po & Chief Editor, 
European Review of International 
Studies

Christian Lequesne holds BA and MA degrees from 
Sciences Po Strasbourg and the College of Europe, 
Bruges. He then got his Ph.D. in political science and his 
Habilitation in Sciences Po Paris. Since 1988, he worked 
as a research fellow and then Professor at Sciences 
Po. He was also a deputy director of CERI, and later 
director of CERI. Furthermore, he worked as a director of 
the Centre français de recherche en sciences sociales 
(CEFRES) in Prague and as a professor at the European 
Institute of the London School of Economics. He is 
regular visiting professor at the School of Government of 
LUISS University, the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna, and 
the Department of Social Sciences of Charles University 
in Prague.

He is currently Co-Chief Editor of European Review of 
International Studies, member of the editorial board of 
The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, Journal of European 
Integration and member of the scientific committees 
of Politique européenne and Etudes européennes. 
Moreover, he is member of the Scientific Board of the 
Institut für Europäische Politik (Berlin), the Fondation 
Robert Schuman and the Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs. Was awarded the F. Palacky social sciences 
medal by the Czech Academy of Sciences and Chevalier 
in the Ordre des Palmes académiques.

Barbara Lippert
Director of Research & Executive 
Board, Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik

Dr. phil. Barbara Lippert studied Political Science, 
Contemporary and Eastern European History and 
Slavonic Studies at the University of Bonn and the Free 
University Berlin between the years 1981-1987. She then 
acquired her Doctorate (Dr. phil) at the University of Bonn. 
In 1990–1992, she worked as a Senior Associate at the 
Institute for European Politics (IEP) in Bonn and Berlin 
and between1992–2009 as a Deputy Director of the 
Institute for European Politics (IEP) in Berlin.

Since April 2009, she has worked as a Director of 
Research and Member of Executive Board of the German 
Institute for International and Security Affairs of the 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) in Berlin.

Her areas of expertise are EU enlargement policy, 
development of the political system of the EU, 
Germany and European integration and the European 
Neighbourhood Policy.

Ana Palacio
Former Spanish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs & Member of the Council of 
State of Spain

Ana Palacio is an international lawyer specializing in 
international and European Union law. She is a member 
of the Council of State of Spain (2012). She is a member 
of the Board of Enagás (2014), the Technical Manager 
of the Spanish Gas System, and Pharmamar (2009), a 
leading biotechnology company. She is a member of the 
International Board of Investcorp (2008), a world-leading 
manager of alternative investments. She is a member of 
the Scientific Council of the Instituto Elcano (2015); a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Boards of the 
Atlantic Council of the United States and the European 
Council on Foreign Relations; and a member of the World 
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Economic Forum’s US Global Agenda Council (2014). She 
is a visiting professor at the Edmund E. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University (2014).

Ms. Palacio served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Spain (2002-2004) and was a member of the Spanish 
Parliament (2004-2006) where she chaired the Joint 
Committee of the two Houses for European Union 
Affairs. She has been Senior Vice-President and General 
Counsel of the World Bank Group and Secretary General 
of ICSID (2006-2008). From 1994 until 2002, she was a 
member of European Parliament where she chaired the 
Legal Affairs and Internal Market Committee, the Justice 
and Home Affairs Committee, as well as the Conference 
of Committee Chairs. Ms. Palacio publishes regularly in 
periodicals and journals. In particular, she maintains a 
monthly column at Project Syndicate.

Anna Stellinger
Director-General, National Board of 
Trade, Sweden

Anna Stellinger is Director-General of the National Board 
of Trade, appointed by the Swedish government for a 
period of six years. She holds university degrees in French 
and political science from Lund University, Sweden, and 
an International master’s degree in International Relations 
from Sciences Po de Paris, France. For 10 years Anna 
Stellinger was a researcher and a Director of Research at 
several non-partisan think tanks and institutes in Paris, 
France. Before taking up her position as Director-General 
of the National Board of Trade, she was the Director of 
SIEPS, the Swedish Institute for European Policy Studies.

Anna Stellinger is a member of the University Board of 
Lund University, and a member of the Swedish Council 
on Basic Values.

Ernst Stetter
Secretary General, Foundation for 
European Progressive Studies

Ernst Stetter has been the Secretary General of 
the Foundation for European Progressive Studies 
(FEPS) since its creation in 2008. He is also a regular 
commentator on EU affairs in the media.

Ernst Stetter is an economist and political scientist. He 
studied in Tübingen and Heidelberg (Germany) focusing 
on international trade, finance, economic and social 
policy as well as development issues. In 1980 he obtained 
his PhD in political science for his dissertation entitled 

The Association of ACP-Countries (Lomé I and II) to the 
European Community and the STABEX-System.

From 1980 to 2008 he worked for the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung (FES) in various positions. After serving as 
the Head of the Africa Department and the Head of 
the Central Europe Unit, in 1997 he moved to Paris and 
became the Director of the FES Office in France while in 
2003 he was appointed as Director of the EU-Office of 
FES in Brussels.

In 2003 he received the French decoration of Chevalier 
de l’Ordre national du Mérite.

Pawel Swieboda
Deputy Head, European Political 
Strategy Centre

Prior to joining the European Political Strategy Centre 
(EPSC), an in-house think tank of the European 
Commission reporting directly to President Juncker, 
as Deputy Head, Paweł Świeboda was President of 
demosEUROPA – Centre for European Strategy, an EU 
policy think tank based in Warsaw, from 2006 to 2015. 
Earlier, he was Director of the EU Department at the 
Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the years 2001-
2006 and EU Advisor to the President of Poland from 
1996 to 2000.

A graduate of the London School of Economics (BSs 
in Economics), and the University of London (MA in 
International Relations), he is a member of a number of 
advisory boards of European think tanks as well as a 
member of the Global Agenda Council on Europe of the 
World Economic Forum. In 2013/2014, he was Rapporteur 
of the Review of European Innovation Partnerships.

Vessela Tcherneva
Senior Director for Programmes and 
Head of European Council on Foreign 
Relations, Sofia Office

Vessela Tcherneva is the co-founder of Sofia Platform, 
a venue for dialogue between members of NGOs, the 
media, and politics from Europe, the Middle East, and 
the United States. From 2010 to 2013 she was the 
spokesperson for the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and a member of the political cabinet of Foreign 
Minister Nickolay Mladenov. She has been the head of 
the Bulgarian office of the European Council for Foreign 
Relations since 2008, as well as programme director for 
Foreign Policy Studies at the Centre for Liberal Strategies 
in Sofia. Between 2004 and 2006 she was secretary of 
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the International Commission on the Balkans, chaired 
by former Italian prime minister Giuliano Amato. She has 
been a supervising editor for Foreign Policy Bulgaria 
magazine since its launch in 2005.

Nathalie Tocci
Deputy Director, Instituto Affari 
Internazionali

Nathalie Tocci is Deputy Director of Istituto Affari 
Internazionali, Editor of The International Spectator and 
special adviser to HR Federica Mogherini, in charge of 
outreaching to think tanks and coordination of work on 
a new European Security Strategy. Previously she held 
research positions at the Centre for European Policy 
Studies, Brussels, the Transatlantic Academy, Washington 
and the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, 
Florence. Her research interests include European 
foreign policy, conflict resolution, the Middle East and 
the Mediterranean. Her major publications include Turkey 
and the European Union, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015 (co-
author); Multilateralism in the 21st Century. London and 
New York, Routledge, 2013 (co-editor), Turkey’s European 
Future: Behind the Scenes of America’s Influence on 
EU-Turkey Relations, New York and London, New York 
University Press,2011 (author); The EU and Conflict 
Resolution, Routledge, London, 2007 (author);  and “EU 
Accession Dynamics and Conflict Resolution: Catalyzing 
Peace or Consolidating Partition in Cyprus?”, Ashgate, 
Aldershot, 2004, (author). Nathalie is the 2008 winner of 
the Anna Lindh award for the study of European Foreign 
Policy.

Vaira Vike-Freiberga
President, World Leadership Alliance/
Club de Madrid and former President 
of Latvia

Dr. Vaira Vike-Freiberga is President of the World 
Leadership Alliance/Club de Madrid and former President 
of Latvia (1999-2007). She played a leading role in 
achieving membership in the EU and NATO for her country 
and was Special Envoy on UN reform. She was vice-
chair of the Reflection group on the long-term future of 
Europe, and chaired the High-level group on freedom and 
pluralism of media in the EU in 2011-12.

She is a member, board member or patron of 30 
international organisations, including ECFR, Nizami 
Ganjavi International Centre (Co-chair), Library of 
Alexandria, Trust Fund for Victims of the ICC, Panel 
of Eminent Persons on European Security of OSCE, 
Advisory Council of CEPA, as well as five Academies. She 
has been awarded 34 Orders of Merit and 19 Honorary 
doctorates.

Born in Riga, Vaira started her schooling in refugee camps 
in Germany, continued in Morocco, and obtained a Ph.D. 
at McGill University (1965). After a distinguished career 
as Professor of psychology at the University of Montreal, 
she returned to her native country in 1998 to head the 
Latvian Institute. Less than a year later she was elected 
President by the Latvian Parliament and re-elected in 
2003.
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Olga Afansyeva
Executive Director, Ukrainian Venture 
Capital and Private Equity Association

Olga Afansyeva was appointed as the Executive Director of 
Ukrainian Venture Capital and Private Equity Association 
(UVCA) in March 2016. Olga has a PhD in Finance and 
eight years’ experience in lecturing at Ukrainian Banking 
Academy of the National Bank of Ukraine, University of 
Greenwich (London, UK), as well as at the Jean Monnet 
Program of Erasmus +. She has experience in corporate 
governance and international cooperation. Olga is the 
member of EU Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum 
Working Group “Economic Integration & Convergence 
with EU Policies”, author of more than 50 scientific 
papers, researches, and 3 books in finance, investments 
and Banking.

Vladimír Bärtl
Deputy Minister for European Union 
and Foreign Trade, Ministry of Industry

Mr Vladimír Bärtl graduated from the Czech Technical 
University in Prague with specialization in Geodesy and 
Cartography. In the period from 1989 to 1993 Mr Bärtl 
worked in Geodézie ČS, a.s. and gained professional 
experience in geographic information systems in Paris. 
He co-founded the firm HOUDEK s.r.o., focused on 
metrology and transfer of technologies. Mr Bärtl joined 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1999 and he worked at 
Czech Embassy in Ottawa from 2000 to 2004. After that 
he was adviser to the Vice Minister of Industry and Trade 
from 2004 to 2006 as co-author of Export Strategy 
2006—2010 and of the project: “The new System of 
State Commercial and Economic Services Abroad”. He 
absolved a study focused on “Negotiation techniques in 
EU” in 2005. Mr Bärtl worked at Czech Embassy in Paris 
from 2006 to 2010. He co-organized the “Czech and 
French Economic Year” during the successive French 
and Czech Presidency in EU. He was a team member for 
the localization of the Galileo Managing Centre to Prague. 
After that in 2010 he was involved in commercial projects 
of the company BCM Control s.r.o., and successively in 
2011 he acted as representative of the Minister of Industry 
and Trade for international commercial competitiveness 
and for promotion of Czech commercial interests abroad. 
Mr Bärtl was named Vice Minister of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade as of 15th March 2014. He manages 
the Section of European Union and Foreign Trade. Mr 
Bärtl also likes to promote traditional Czech engineering 
products in an unconventional way – sometimes he flies 
Czech airplanes or drives Czech motorcycles during his 
official journeys.

Václav Bartuška
Ambassador-at-Large for Energy 
Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Czech Republic

Ambassador-at-Large for Energy Security (since 2006)
Professor at New York University, Prague campus (since 
2003)

Sophia Besch
Research Fellow, Centre for European 
Reform

Sophia Besch is a research fellow at the Centre for 
European Reform in London, where she works on 
foreign policy issues, with a focus on defence. Sophia is 
particularly interested in the future of CSDP, European 
defence market integration, NATO, and Germany foreign 
policy. She holds an MA in International Security from 
Sciences Po Paris and an MSc in International Relations 
from the London School of Economics.

Christian Bluth
Project Manager, Bertelsmann 
Stiftung

Christian Bluth is currently Project Manager in the Global 
Economic Dynamics team of the Bertelsmann Stiftung. 
His work focusses on issues relating to the functioning of 
the European Single Market, including the Brexit Process, 
as well as European trade policy and international trade 
governance. Bluth holds a PhD in Political Economy from 
the University of Cambridge and a Master’s in Economics 
and Public Policy from Sciences Po Paris.

Richard Cockett
Business Editor, Economist

Dr Richard Cockett is the Britain Business Editor of The 
Economist newspaper. A graduate of Oxford University, he 
gained a Phd in history from London University where he taught 
for a decade before joining The Economist. For the newspaper 
he has reported from Latin America, Africa and Asia, from 
where he returned to take up his present position in 2014. He 
has written several books on aspects of British history and 
politics, and also about Sudan and Burma/Myanmar.
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Massimo D’Alema
Former Prime Minister of Italy, 
President of Foundation for European 
Progressive Studies

Massimo D’Alema’s political activites began in 1963 
when he joined the Italian Young Communists’ Federation 
(Federazione Giovanile Comunista Italiana, FGCI). Since 
then, he has held a number of high posts within Italian 
politics. On October 1998 Mr. D’Alema became Prime 
Minister of Italy. He was in office until April 2000. In June 
2004 Mr D’Alema became a Member of the European 
Parliament, where he held the position of Chair of the 
EP Delegation for relations between the EU and the 
Mercosur. On 17 May 2006 he was appointed deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Prodi 
government. He was elected as the first President of 
FEPS on 30th June 2010.

Stefaan De Rynck
Advisor for Outreach and Think 
Tanks, Brexit Task Force of European 
Commission

Stefaan works as adviser to Michel Barnier, who is the 
European Union’s Chief Negotiator for Brexit. Previously, 
he was a Head of Unit in various departments of the 
European Commission, where he has worked on financial 
service regulation, economic integration in the single 
market, regulatory standard-setting, and regional and 
urban development. He has served as spokesperson for 
various Members of the European Commission and been 
responsible for media relations on issues such as EU 
transport policies, treaty negotiations, and institutional 
reform. He is a Visiting Professor at the University of 
Turin (Italy) and at the College of Bruges (Belgium) where 
he teaches on EU governance.

Emmy van Deurzen
Director, New Europeans

Emmy van Deurzen is a Philosopher, Counselling 
Psychologist and Existential Psychotherapist, who 
has published fifteen books on existential and human 
issues. Her work has been translated into around twenty 
languages.  She directs the Existential Academy in 
London, where she is also the principal of the New School 
of Psychotherapy and Counselling, a post graduate 
college, offering masters and doctoral programmes. 
Amongst her books are the bestsellers Existential 
Psychotherapy and Counselling in Practice (3d edition 

2012, Psychotherapy and the Quest for Happiness (Sage, 
2009) and Everyday Mysteries (2nd edition Routledge, 
2010).  The second edition of Paradox and Passion in 
Psychotherapy appeared with Wiley in 2015.  Emmy is 
currently completing a book called ‘The Sweetness of 
Being’. 

Elvire Fabry
Senior Research Fellow, Jacques 
Delors Institute

Dr Elvire Fabry is Senior Research Fellow at the Jacques 
Delors Institute in Paris since 2009, where she is dealing 
with EU external action. She is currently focusing on 
EU’s trade strategy. She is editorial Board Member, 
‘Futuribles’ journal; Policy Advisory Committee Member, 
European Movement-France; Co-Founder and Advising 
Committee Member, Proeuropa. She holds a PhD in 
political science from Sciences-Po-Paris, and Master 
degrees in Philosophy and International Relations from 
the Panthéon Sorbonne - Paris I University. She has 
been an auditor (“Defense policy” 64th session) at the 
Institute of Higher National Defence Studies (IHEDN) in 
2011/2012. She is Colonel of the Reserve Citizen, French 
Air Force.

Mark Galeotti
Senior Researcher, Institute of 
International Relations in Prague

Dr Mark Galeotti is a senior researcher at UMV, the 
Institute of International Relations Prague, where he 
is the coordinator of its Centre for European Security. 
A specialist on Russian security affairs, intelligence, 
organised crime and similar murky topics, he is also 
principal director of the consultancy Mayak Intelligence. 
Previously, he has been Professor of Global Affairs at 
New York University, attached to the British Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office, as an adviser on post-Soviet 
security issues. He has 15 authored and edited books to 
his name; his most recent are Hybrid War or Gibridnaya 
Voina? Getting Russia’s non-linear military challenge right 
(Mayak, 2016) and The Modern Russian Army (Osprey, 
2017). He also blogs at In Moscow’s Shadows.
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Thomas Gomart
Director, French Institute of 
International Relations

Dr. Thomas Gomart (Ph.D in History at Paris I Panthéon-
Sorbonne, and EMBA at HEC) is Director of IFRI (French 
Institute of International Relations based in Paris 
and Brussels). He is also the co-editor of the trilingual 
electronic series Russie.Nei.Visions. Gomart has managed 
many projects with leading international think tanks 
(Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, CSIS, US 
Army War College, SVOP, MGIMO…) including high level 
officials from various governments, senior executives 
from global companies, NGO’s activists, and leading 
journalists. As Researcher, he is currently working on 
Russia, digital governance, country risk, and think tanks. 

Lina Grip
Researcher, European Security 
Programme, Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute

Dr. Lina Grip is a Researcher in the European Security 
Programme at the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), where she is responsible for 
the work on societal security. Previously, she was a 
Researcher in SIPRI’s Disarmament, Arms Control and 
Non-proliferation Programme. Her recent publications 
include ‘The global refugee crisis and its impact in Europe’, 
in SIPRI Yearbook 2016; The acquisition of illicit firearms 
by terrorists in Europe: a case study of Denmark (Flemish 
Peace Institute, 2017); and Våld och säkerhet i svenska 
städer från ett fredsforskningsperspektiv (Violence 
and security in Swedish cities from a peace research 
perspective), SOU: Stockholm, 2017. 

Ryan Heath
Senior EU Correspondent & Associate 
Editor, Politico Europe

Ryan Heath is Senior EU Correspondent at POLITICO. 
He began writing for national newspapers in his native 
Australia in 1999, and is the author of two books. After 
working as a speechwriter for the British civil service, he 
joined the European Commission working for President 
Jose Manuel Barroso and Vice President Neelie Kroes as 
a spokesperson. Ryan is commentator on outlets such 
as BBC, CNN, and Deutsche Welle, and has reported 
from the World Economic Forum, G7 summits, and US 
political conventions. He moderated the 2017 European 
Parliament presidential debate.

Anna-Lisa Heusala
Senior Researcher, Aleksanteri 
Institute

Dr Anna-Liisa Heusala is a Finnish political scientist who 
works as a university lecturer in the Aleksanteri Institute, 
University of Helsinki. She has been an adjunct professor 
in the Finnish National Defence University since 2010.  
Her research focuses on Russian comprehensive security 
and public administration.  Her works include publications 
in Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe 
Series, International Review of Administrative Sciences, 
Review of Central and East European Law and Journal on 
Baltic Security.

Aleš Chmelař
Financial Analyst, Office of the 
Government of the Czech Republic

Ales Chmelar is currently the chief EU analyst at the 
Czech Government Office and a Head of its EU Strategy 
and Trends Unit. Until 2014, he worked as Researcher 
of financial markets and household economics at the 
Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), the largest 
and oldest Brussels-based think tank. He is specialised in 
European economic and financial policy, post-communist 
economic transformation and industrial-policy strategies 
of Central and Eastern Europe. He graduated from 
Sciences Po Paris and the London School of Economics.

Peter Jambrek
Professor, Former Member of the 
European Court for Human Rights

Peter Jambrek was born in 1940 and obtained the 
Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago in 1971. 
He is professor of constitutional and human rights law 
at the European Faculty of Law, Slovenia. His visiting 
professorships and scholarships include University of 
Pittsburgh, University of Virginia, University of Zambia, 
and Center for International Affairs, Harvard University. 
He was a member of the Scientific Committee of the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights and a 
member of the European Commission for Democracy 
through Law. He served as Judge and President of the 
Constitutional Court of Slovenia and as Judge of the 
European Court of Human Rights. He authored and edited 
numerous books, monographs and articles in the fields 
of constitutional and human rights law and in sociology. 
During 1987 – 1991 he contributed to Slovenia’s transition 
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to independence and constitutional democracy in co-
authoring its founding documents on plebiscite and the 
new constitution.

Nicole Koenig
Senior research fellow and Deputy 
Head of Research at the Jacques 
Delors Institut – Berlin

Nicole Koenig is senior research fellow and Deputy Head 
of Research at the Jacques Delors Institut – Berlin 
where she is dealing with EU external action as well as 
political and institutional challenges. She holds a PhD in 
Politics and International Relations from the Universities 
of Cologne and Edinburgh. Prior to joining the Jacques 
Delors Institut Nicole worked with various European 
think tanks and universities, including the Trans European 
Policy Studies Association in Brussels, the Institute of 
International Affairs in Rome, the Institute for Advanced 
Sustainability Studies in Potsdam, the University of 
Constance and King’s College London.

Ivana Kottasová
Reporter, CNNMoney

Ivana Kottasova is a reporter at CNN in London. She 
covers European business and economy for CNNMoney. 
She holds a Master’s degree in EU politics from the 
London School of Economics, and a Master’s degree in 
journalism from Columbia University in New York.

Agatha Kratz
Associate Policy Fellow, European 
Council on Foreign Relations

Agatha Kratz is an Associate Policy Fellow for the 
European Council on Foreign Relations’ Asia & China 
programme, working on EU-China relations, Chinese 
foreign investment, and China’s infrastructure diplomacy. 
She is also a PhD candidate at King’s College London’s Lau 
China Institute. Until December 2015, Agatha was Editor-
in-Chief of China Analysis, ECFR’s quarterly publication 
on Chinese current affairs.

Adriana Krnáčová
Mayor of Prague

Adriana Krnáčová has been the Mayor of Prague since 
November 2014. A businesswoman by background, 
Krnáčová is the first woman to serve in this position. 
Prior to becoming Mayor of Prague, she served as the 
Deputy Interior Minister for Public Administration and 
Legislation at the Czech Ministry of the Interior. From 
2009 to 2014 she was executive and owner of strategic 
marketing, facilitation and PR at BleuOceanSolutions. 
Krnáčová was head of the Czech branch of Transparency 
International from 2001 to 2007. She also serves on 
a number of boards including Veřejnost proti korupci 
(Community against corruption) since 2012 and Zdravé 
Česko (Healthy Czechia) since 2013. 

Sebastian Kurz
Austrian Federal Minister for Europe, 
Integration and Foreign Affairs

Sebastian Kurz has been involved in the Young Austrian 
People’s Party (ÖVP) since 2003. In 2007, he became 
Chairman of the Viennese branch of the Young Austrian 
People’s Party and was elected as Federal Chairman two 
years later. On December 16, 2013, he was sworn in as 
Austrian Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and 
Foreign Affairs. In 2014, Sebastian Kurz was Chairman 
of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
and will act as Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE during the 
Austrian Chairmanship in 2017. Besides his involvement 
in global politics, he also serves as Chairman of the 
Political Academy of the Austrian People’s Party, a think 
tank and political training institution.

Manuel Lafon Rapnouil
Head of Paris Office and Senior Policy 
Fellow of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations

From 2011 to 2015 he headed the Political Affairs Division 
of the Department for UN affairs at the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International Development; in 
this capacity, he was responsible for French foreign 
policy at the United Nations Security Council, including 
peacekeeping and sanctions. Prior to that, he held various 
postings within the French diplomatic service, including 
in Washington and at the Policy Planning Staff (Centre 
d’Analyse, de Prévision et de Stratégie).
He was also a rapporteur for both French White papers 
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on Defence and National Security and on Foreign and 
European Policy (2008). From 2008 to 2010, he was a 
Visiting Fellow at the Europe Programme of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a Washington-
based think tank.

Edward Lucas
Senior Editor, Economist

Edward Lucas is a senior vice-president of CEPA and also 
a senior editor at The Economist, the world’s foremost 
newsweekly. His expertise includes energy, cyber-
security, espionage, Russian foreign and security policy 
and the politics and economics of Eastern Europe. In 
2008 he wrote The New Cold War, a prescient account 
of Vladimir Putin’s Russia. In 2011 he wrote Deception, 
an investigative account of east-west espionage. A 
forthcoming book is on cyber-security. He has also 
contributed to books on religion and media ethics. An 
experienced broadcaster, public speaker, moderator 
and panelist, Edward Lucas has given public lectures at 
Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge and other leading universities. 
He is a regular contributor to the BBC’s Today and 
Newsnight programmes, and to NPR, CNN and Sky News. 
He is regularly cited by Foreign Policy magazine as one of 
the top 100 Twitterati.

Václav Mach
Legal and Corporate Affairs Lead, 
Microsoft Corporation, CEE

Ing. Václav Mach joined Microsoft in September 2008. In 
his role he is currently responsible for providing to policy 
makers with Microsoft insights on the policy issues that 
impact Europe’s future in the digital age. He is active as 
the member of Board of Directors of ICT Union - leading 
Czech industry association. In 2015, he was awarded 
as The Plus Club Member by the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Prague for his contribution to the activities 
of the legislative working group on data privacy in the 
project of Czech Industry Coalition on Data Protection. 
Vaclav is responsible for the corporate affairs in Central 
and Eastern Europe zone covering Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. 

Ondřej Malý
Digital Agenda Coordinator, Office of 
the Government of the Czech Republic

Ondřej Malý is the coordinator for digital agenda in 
the Czech Republic. He was appointed by the Czech 
government in April 2017. His role is to coordinate the 
communication among the Czech administration, social 
partners, and the business sector in the area of the 
digital agenda. He graduated from the Faculty of Social 
Sciences of Charles University, Prague, with a focus 
on journalism and American studies. He also studied 
at University of Helsinki, Renvall Institute. From 2012 
to 2015, he served as a Member of the Council of the 
Czech Telecommunication Office. He has worked as a 
journalist in Lidové noviny and Hospodářské noviny with 
the specialization in IT and telecommunication.

Eric Maurice
Editor-in-Chief, EUobserver

Eric Maurice has been working for EUobserver since 
2015. He was previously Editor-in-Chief of the European 
news website Presseurop. He is from France, where he 
worked for Courrier International after having studied 
History of International Relations and Journalism in Paris.

Jaanika Merilo
Vice Mayor of Dnipro, Advisor to 
Minister of Infrastructure and 
Transportation and Mayor of Lviv

Jaanika Merilo has 20 years of experience in IT and 
15 years in TMT investment management. She has 
participated in creating Estonian government, backed 
Estonian Development fund, was Managing Director 
of Investment fund US Invest, and since Maidan has 
dedicated her work and time to create the good business 
and investment environment in Ukraine by implementing 
e-government solutions from e-democracy to open 
budgets and procurements. Jaanika is considered as one 
of the main drivers of Ukrainan Digital Revolution and in 
2015 was nominated by Google and Financial Times to 
top NE100 of “Innovators whose innovations change the 
world for better”. She is currently Vice Mayor of Dnipro, 
Advisor to Minister of Infrastructure and Transportation 
and Mayor of Lviv, and expert on National E-Government 
Agency in Ukraine.
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Martin Michelot
Deputy Director, EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy

Martin Michelot is the Director of the Global Europe 
program and Deputy Director at the EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy in Prague, and a Non-Resident Fellow 
at the Paris office of German Marshall Fund of the US. He 
leads Europeum’s foreign policy programming in Central 
Europe, with a focus on security policy, immigration 
issues and regional cooperation. Michelot also manages 
the high-level convening program Transatlantic Security 
and Future of NATO program for the GMF, where he has 
over 4 years of experience in event management and 
research on transatlantic security cooperation issues. 
He is a graduate of Sciences Po Lyon, where he studied 
international relations. 

Simon Nixon
Chief European Commentator, Wall 
Street Journal

Simon Nixon is Chief European Commentator of the Wall 
Street Journal and writes extensively on pan-European 
politics, economics and finance. He also writes a weekly 
column for The Times (of London). He joined the WSJ in 
2008 as European editor of the financial analysis and 
commentary column Heard on the Street. Prior to this 
he was executive editor of financial commentary website 
Breakingviews and City editor of The Week. He has a first 
class degree in History from Trinity College, Cambridge.

Rick Noack
Reporter, Washington Post

Rick Noack reports on foreign affairs for The Washington 
Post and covers security issues for German TV. Originally 
from Germany, he began to work at The Post as an Arthur 
F. Burns Fellow. In 2014, he was awarded the Aitchison 
Public Service Fellowship in Government by Johns 
Hopkins University. He studied at Sciences Po Paris 
and King’s College London and has contributed to CNN, 
Germany’s ARD network, Time Magazine and Der Spiegel, 
among others. 

Vassilis Ntousas
International Relations Policy Advisor, 
Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies

Vassilis Ntousas is International Relations Policy Advisor 
at the Foundation for European Progressive Studies 
(FEPS), where he coordinates various international 
projects and activities and conducts political research. 
Vassilis received his MSc in International Relations 
from the London School of Economics in 2011. Prior to 
joining FEPS, Vassilis worked as senior communications 
and political advisor at the Municipality of Thessaloniki, 
Greece, providing advice in the areas of international 
affairs and intercity diplomatic relations. He has 
extensive experience in strategic and tactical political 
communications, with a particular focus on crafting 
comprehensive, tailor-made messaging, engagement and 
outreach strategies.

Tom Nuttall
Charlemagne Columnist, Economist

Tom Nuttall writes about European politics and economics 
in the Economist’s Charlemagne column. Before moving 
to Brussels in August 2014 he served as the magazine’s 
US West Coast correspondent, from Los Angeles, and as 
an editor in London.

Tim Oliver
Research Director, Brexit Analytics, 
Associate, LSE IDEAS

Tim Oliver is a Dahrendorf Fellow at LSE IDEAS. His 
research focuses on UK politics, UK-EU relations and 
transatlantic relations. Educated at the University of 
Liverpool and the LSE, he has worked in the House of 
Lords, the European Parliament, the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (Berlin), the SAIS Center 
for Transatlantic Relations, and the RAND Corporation 
(both in Washington D.C.). He has taught at LSE, UCL and 
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
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Maria Ordzhonikidze
Secretary General, EU-Russia Centre

Maria Ordzhonikidze is Secretary General and one of 
the founders of EU-Russia Centre and Partner, MO 
Consulting Group. Mrs Ordzhonikidze has over 20 years 
of expertise in international strategic communication 
consulting, reputation management, political consulting, 
international project development and directing, VIP 
client relationships. Over her career in Russia and Europe 
she has earned a unique experience in creating and 
managing the reputations of brands and organisations, 
managing multi-national programmes and campaigns. 
As a director for a number of international programmes 
she has extensive crisis management, litigation public 
relations programmes and international high-level 
lobbying experience. 
Maria has authored articles on subjects concerning 
Russia’s place in the modern world, sociological trends 
and findings, EU-Russia relations and communications. 
She graduated from Moscow State University majoring 
in sociology. She was a visiting professor in International 
Public Relations in Peoples’ Friendship University of 
Russia.

Sebastian Płóciennik 
Head of the Weimar Triangle Program, 
Polish Institute of International Affairs

Sebastian Płóciennik, PhD, is an economist and lawyer, 
and since 2014 he has served as the head of research 
programs on EU and the Weimar Triangle at the Polish 
Institute of International Affairs (PISM), a Warsaw-
based think tank. Since 2015, he has also served as 
the co-president of the Foundation for Polish-German 
Cooperation and professor at the Vistula University in 
Warsaw. His areas of expertise include German economic 
policy, eurozone issues and institutional economics. 
He has authored numerous publications, among them 
monographs exploring the evolution of German capitalism 
after the Agenda 2010 reforms and the core-Europe 
concepts in German European policy. Prior to joining 
PISM Sebastian Płóciennik worked for 12 years as an 
assistant professor at the Wroclaw University and at the 
Willy Brandt Centre for German and European Studies in 
Wrocław. He has taught as a visiting scholar at Dalhousie 
University in Canada, Otto-von Guericke-Universität in 
Magdeburg, Leipzig University, Stellenbosch University, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, and Korea University, 
among others.

Martin Povejšil
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of the Czech Republic 
to the European Union

Ambassador Martin Povejšil took up the post of the Czech 
Permanent Representative to the EU on 3 September 
2012. Prior to that, he served as the Czech Ambassador 
to NATO since August 2009. 
Dr. Povejšil was born in 1961. He graduated from the 
Palacký University in Olomouc with a doctorate in 
modern philology and linguistics. He joined the then 
Czechoslovak foreign service shortly after political 
changes in his country in 1990. Throughout his career, 
Ambassador Povejšil has held a variety of senior posts in 
the Czechoslovak and Czech Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
as well as in diplomatic missions abroad. His professional 
portfolio has comprised development issues and bilateral 
relations as well as European and security affairs and 
multilateral diplomacy. Ambassador Povejšil is married 
and has three daughters and a son. He speaks English, 
Spanish, German, Russian and French.

Filippos Proedrou
Research Fellow, University of South 
Wales

Filippos Proedrou is a Research Fellow in International 
Affairs in the University of South Wales. Previously, 
he worked as Research Associate in Energy Law and 
Policy for Queen Mary University and for the Institute of 
International Relations in Prague. His areas of expertise 
are energy and climate politics, EU energy security and 
EU-Russia relations. He has published numerous articles 
in edited volumes and peer-reviewed journals, as well as a 
handful of policy papers. 

Kristi Raik
Senior Research Fellow, European 
Union Research Programme, Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs

Dr Kristi Raik is a Senior Research Fellow at the Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs (FIIA) in Helsinki, Non-
Resident Fellow at the International Centre for Defence 
and Security in Tallinn and Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Turku. Prior to joining FIIA in 2011, she 
served inter alia as an official at the General Secretariat 
of the Council of the European Union (Directorate General 
for External and Politico-Military Affairs, Unit of Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia), and as a Visiting Fellow at the 
Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels and the 
International Centre for Policy Studies in Kyiv. Kristi has 
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published, lectured and commented widely on EU foreign 
and security policy, including relations with the Eastern 
neighbours and institutional matters, and foreign and 
security policies of the Baltic states. She holds a PhD in 
Social Sciences from the University of Turku.

Taavi Rõivas
Vice President of the Parliament, 
Former Prime Minister of Estonia

Taavi Rõivas was born on 26 September 1979 in Tallinn, 
Estonia and was educated at Tallinna Reaalkool (Tallinn 
Secondary School of Science) and the University of Tartu, 
School of Economics and Business Administration, where 
he obtained a degree in Foreign Trade and Marketing. Taavi 
Rõivas was the Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia 
from 2014 to 2016 and the Minister of Social Affairs of 
the Republic of Estonia from 2012 to 2014. He was a 
member of the 11th and 12th Riigikogu: he has chaired the 
European Union Affairs Committee, and been a member 
of the Social Affairs Committee as well as the Finance 
Committee of the Riigikogu. Rõivas was the leader of 
the Reform Party from 6 April 2014 to 7 January 2017. 
He has also worked as a Corporate Customer Account 
Manager at an IT company, and as an adviser to Märt 
Rask, Minister of Justice; Paul-Eerik Rummo, Minister of 
Population; and to Prime Minister Andrus Ansip as well 
as the elder of the Haabersti city district of Tallinn. Taavi 
Rõivas’ partner is singer Luisa Värk, with whom he has a 
daughter, Miina, and a son, Herman.

Jiří Rusnok
Governor of the Czech National Bank

Jiří Rusnok graduated from the Faculty of Economics 
at the University of Economics, Prague. He began his 
career in 1984 in the department of long-term outlooks 
at the State Planning Commission. Later he worked at 
the Federal Ministry for Strategic Planning as head of the 
Social Strategy Section and was employed for a short 
time at the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. 
From 1992 to 1998 he served as an adviser and head 
of the Social-Economic Department of the Czechoslovak 
Confederation of Trade Unions. From August 1998 he 
held the position of Deputy Minister of Labour and Social 
Affairs, and from April 2001 to July 2002 he was Czech 
Minister of Finance. Between July 2002 and March 2003 
he served as Czech Minister of Industry and Trade. From 
May 2003 to June 2013 he worked in the management 
of the insurance section of ING’s branch for the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. In 2005–2012 he served as 
President of the Association of Pension Funds of the 
Czech Republic. At the same time, he was Chairman of 
the Board and General Director of ING PF, a.s. From 2006 
to 2009 he was Chairman of the Committee for the 
Financial Market, an advisory body to the Czech National 
Bank Board. In 2009–2013 he was President of the Audit 
Public Oversight Council. In 2010–2013 he was a member 
of the government’s National Economic Council (NERV). 
From 25 June 2013 to 29 January 2014 he served as 
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic. The President of 
the Czech Republic appointed Jiří Rusnok a member of 
the CNB Bank Board with effect from 1 March 2014. The 
President appointed him CNB Governor for a term of six 
years with effect from 1 July 2016.
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Peter Stračár
General Director, General Electric CEE

Peter Stracar has been the CEO for GE Global Growth 
Organization in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) based 
in Prague since 1st January 2013. Prior to joining GE, he 
served as the President of Asia Pacific Hilti Corporation 
based in Hong for 18 years. Born in Slovakia in 1965, 
Peter holds a Master’s Degree in Electronic Engineering 
& Computer Science from the Technical University of 
Kosice/Slovakia, and started his career at IBM Eastern 
Europe.

Bohuslav Sobotka
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, 
Office of the Government of the Czech 
Republic

Bohuslav Sobotka became Prime Minister of the Czech 
Republic in autumn 2013. He has been a member of the 
ČSSD (Czech Social Democratic Party) since December 
1989 and participated in renewal of the activity of the 
ČSSD in Brno and in the Vyškov district. He co-founded 
the Young Social Democrats in 1990. In 1996, he was 
elected for the first time to the Chamber of Deputies 
as the ČSSD candidate for the South Bohemian Region. 
From 2002 to 2006, he worked as Minister of Finance 
and Deputy Prime Minister, was Chairman of the Budget 
Committee of the Chamber of Deputies and Statutory 
Vice Chairman of the ČSSD. He has headed the Mandate 
and Immunity Committee of the Chamber of Deputies 
since December 2011. He has been Chairman of the 
ČSSD since March 2011.

Zlatko Šabič
Professor, Centre of International 
Relations, University of Ljubjana

Zlatko Šabič is a Professor of International Relations, 
currently serving as a Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana. His research and teaching 
includes over 250 entries at sicris.si. During the course of 
his career he has been President of the Central and East 
European International Studies Association (CEEISA), 
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of International Relations and 
Development, a member of the Steering Committee of the 
Standing Group of International Relations within the ECPR, 
a member of the Strategic Council advising the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, etc. He was a co-founder of the European 
International Studies Association. 

Michal Šimečka
Researcher, Institute of International 
Relations in Prague

Michal Simecka is a Research Fellow at the Center for 
European Security of the Institute of International 
Relations in Prague. He previously worked as a foreign 
policy advisor to Members of the European Parliament in 
Brussels, and holds a D.Phil. (PhD) in Politics from Nuffield 
College, University of Oxford.

Jaromír Šindel
Chief Economist for the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia, 
Citibank

Jaromir Sindel is Citi‘s economist covering the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia. Jaromir joined Citi in 
2007 and is based in Prague. Before this, he worked at 
the Czech Statistical Office as the head of the Financial 
Accounts section. Since 2004, he has also taught 
macroeconomic analysis at the University of Economics 
in Prague. Jaromir holds a degree in Economic Policy and 
Banking and Finance, and a Ph.D. in Economic Policy, 
from the University of Economics.

Martin Špolc
Head of Unit, Economic Analysis and 
Evaluation, European Commission

Martin Spolc is the Head of the Economic Analysis 
and Evaluation unit in the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Financial Stability, Financial 
Services and Capital Markets Union. Prior to this, he was 
the Deputy Head of the Banking unit and Assistant to 
the Director General. He joined the Commission as an 
economist, working in the international department of the 
Directorate-General for Economic and Financial affairs. 
He is the holder of the CFA and FRM designations and 
member of the CFA Institute and Global Association of 
Risk Professionals. 
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Pavel Šturma
Professor, Charles University in 
Prague, Faculty of Law

Prof. JUDr. Pavel Šturma, DrSc. is a lawyer and a university 
professor. He is the head of the Department of International 
Law at Charles University in Prague, where he is a professor 
since 2002. In 2006-2013 he was the vice-dean of the 
Faculty of Law. He is the author and/or co-author of more 
than 120 articles and studies in International and European 
law, published mainly in Czech but also in English and French, 
both in the Czech Republic and abroad. He graduated with 
honors as JUDr. (Juris Doctor) from Charles University in 
1985 and also graduated in Philospohy and Economics in 
1992.

Jim Townsend
Adjunct senior fellow in the 
Transatlantic Security Program, 
Center for a New American Security

James J. Townsend jr. is an adjunct senior fellow in the 
CNAS Transatlantic Security Program. After eight years 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (DASD) for 
European and NATO Policy, Townsend completed more 
than two decades of work on European and NATO policy 
in the Pentagon, at NATO and at the Atlantic Council. 
His work spanned the Cold War, post-Cold War political 
reconstruction in Europe and Europe’s new challenges 
including Russia and terrorism. Through his work, he 
has helped execute US military engagement in almost 
every conflict from the Gulf War to the reintroduction 
of US forces into Europe to deter Russia. He also played 
critical roles in NATO enlargement, NATO reform, and 
helping to build bilateral defense relations with the new 
democracies coming from the breakup of the Soviet 
Union. Before becoming DASD in 2009, he was a Vice 
President in the Atlantic Council of the United States 
and Director of the Council’s Program on International 
Security. In this position, he strengthened the Council’s 
voice and impact on transatlantic security and defense 
issues, making the Atlantic Council a leading player in 
shaping the Euro-Atlantic defense agenda. He joined the 
Atlantic Council after a distinguished Civil Service career 
at the Pentagon and at NATO. 
Townsend has been decorated by 11 European nations 
and multiple times by the Department of Defense for his 
work, including a Presidential Rank Award (Meritorious 
Executive). He was an adjunct professor of international 
studies at American University and has lectured in the 
US and overseas at Universities, War Colleges, think 
tanks, and at the Foreign Service Institute. He has 
also provided commentary in the international press 
on TV, radio and in newspapers. Mr. Townsend earned a 
B.A. from Duke University and an M.A. from the Johns 

Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) 
in International Economics and American Foreign Policy.

Lliyana Tsanova
Deputy Managing Director, European 
Fund for Strategic Investments

Before joining the European Fund for Strategic Investment 
(EFSI) as Deputy Managing Director in January 2016, 
Ms. Lliyana Tsanova was the Director of EU Funds Co-
Financing and Financial Engineering at the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in London, UK. 
She has over 12 years of development banking experience 
with EBRD. She has an academic background in Corporate 
and Business Finance and was named Young Global Leader 
by the World Economic Forum (WEF) in 2015.

Anastas Vangeli
Researcher, Graduate School for 
Social Research, Polish Academy of 
Science in Warsaw

Anastas Vangeli is doctoral researcher at the Polish 
Academy of Sciences and a PhD fellow of the ZEIT-
Stiftung. He is also a non-resident fellow at the Turin 
World Affairs Institute (T.wai) and a member of the UACES 
Collaborative Network on EU-China Relations. Mr. Vangeli 
works on China’s Belt&Road Initiative, as well as on the 
trajectories of change in China and post-socialist Europe, 
and the relations between the two.

Glenn Vaughan
Chief Executive, British Chamber of 
Commerce in Brussels

Glenn has been the CEO of the British Chamber of 
Commerce in Belgium since 2008 and has served 
on the COBCOE Board since 2011. Before joining the 
BCCB he was consultant to international companies 
and organisations, on environment, technology and 
innovation, economic development policy and funding. 
Prior to that he led the Welsh representation to the 
EU in Brussels and was European adviser to the Welsh 
Development Agency.
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Ivan Vejvoda
Permanent Fellow, Institute for Human 
Sciences

Ivan Vejvoda is a Permanent Fellow and the Director of 
the Europe project at the Institute for Human Sciences in 
Vienna, Austria. From 2010 – until January 2017 he was 
consecutively Vice President and Senior Vice President 
for Programs at the German Marshall Fund of the United 
States in Washington D.C. Vejvoda came to GMF in 2003 
from distinguished service in the Serbian government as 
senior advisor on foreign policy and European integration 
to Prime Ministers Zoran Djindjić and Zoran Živković. Ivan 
Vejvoda was actively involved in the democratic opposition 
movement in Yugoslavia through the 1980s and 1990s, 
and co-founded in Belgrade the Democratic Forum (1989) 
and the Belgrade Circle of Independent Intellectuals 
(1992). In 2007 his was a candidate for Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Serbia. He is widely published.

Sarah Vormsby
Analyst, Think Tank EUROPA

Sarah Vormsby is an analyst at the Think Tank Europa, 
based in Copenhagen. She has worked extensively on 
the EU’s data protection regulation and its impact on the 
realization of the Digital Single Market. As part of the Think 
Tank Europa’s think force on digitalization, she published 
a report in November 2016 on the Commission’s Digital 
Single Market Strategy. Before joining Think Tank Europa, 
she worked for the Centre for European Politics at the 
University of Copenhagen. She has a MSc in Political 
Science from the University of Copenhagen and a MSc in 
Conflict Studies from London School of Economics. 

James Watson
Director of Economics, 
BusinessEurope, the Confederation of 
European Business

James Watson was appointed Director of Economics 
at BUSINESSEUROPE, the Confederation of European 
Business, in June 2011. Prior to this, James worked for 
14 years as an economic adviser in the UK Government’s 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (formerly 
DTI), providing economic advice and analysis on policies 
to raise the UK’s long-term growth rate. He has co-
authored many research reports on subjects ranging 
from the role of high growth firms in the UK economy to 
the UK’s trade relationship with China and India. He has 

also worked on secondment to the Cabinet Office in the 
UK, at the Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry and 
the European Commission’s DG Economics and Financial 
Affairs.

Jakub Wiśniewski
Vice President of GLOBSEC & Director 
of the Globsec Policy Institute

Jakub Wiśniewski is the Vice President of Globsec and 
Director of the Globsec Policy Institute. He served as 
former Polish ambassador to OECD (2014-2016) and as 
the head of foreign policy planning at the Polish Foreign 
Ministry (2010-2014). Jakub Wisniewski has a PhD in 
Political Science from the University of Warsaw and MA 
in International Relations from the University of Łódź. He 
was a member of boards of Polish leading think-tanks like 
the Polish Institute of the International Affairs and the 
Center of Eastern Studies. 

Petr Zahradník
Member, European Economic and 
Social Committee, Česká Spořitelna

Petr Zahradnik is a Czech economist focused especially 
on the economic policy and macroeconomic analysis 
of the European Union. Currently is a Member of one 
of the EU institutions - the European Economic and 
Social Committee in Brussels. He is also an independent 
economist and consultant especially on the field of 
strategic economic analysis. He has spent 20 years in 
the Czech and international business environment in the 
positions of the Director of Brussels representation of 
the energy corporation ČEZ, as Founder and Director of 
EU Office at the financial group Česká spořitelna/ Erste 
Group Bank, as Board Member and Chief Economist of 
investment house Conseq, or economist with another 
investment bank Patria Finance. Before that he spent 
five years at prominent research centres in the world, 
including the International Institute for Applied Systems 
Analysis in Austria, the Institute for European and 
International Affairs in Luxemburg, the LICOS at the 
Katholieke Uniniversiteit Leuven in Belgium, at the 
common project of the Columbia University and the 
World Bank, or the Queen Mary and Westfield College of 
the University of London.
He was also Economic Adviser to President Václav Havel 
and Member of the National Economic Council of the 
Government of the Czech Republic.

SPEAKERS

Brožura 2017 x Topics.indd   35 05.06.2017   10:07:55



36 | PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT

Lubomír Zaorálek
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Czech Republic

Lubomír Zaorálek was appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic on 29 January 2014, 
following years in the position of the shadow Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Social Democratic Party and 
a leading representative of the Chamber of Deputies of 
the Parliament of the Czech Republic.
Lubomír Zaorálek was born in Ostrava, Czech Republic, 
on 6 September 1956. He graduated in philosophy from 
Jan Evangelista Purkyně University in Brno. Prior to his 
appointment as the Minister of Foreign Affairs in January 
2014, Lubomír Zaorálek was a leading figure in the Czech 
Parliament, in 2002 – 2006 being the Chairman of the 
Chamber of Deputies and later the Deputy Chairman. In 
1998 he was elected the Deputy Chair of the Czech Social 
Democratic Party and since 2002 he was the Party´s 
Shadow Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1996, Lubomír 
Zaorálek was elected to the Chamber of Deputies of the 
Parliament of the Czech Republic for the first time. Before 
he joined the Czech legislature, Lubomír Zaorálek served 
on the Ostrava City Council since 1990. He was elected 
on the ballot of the Civic Forum (Občanské fórum), being 
one of its founders and representatives appointed to the 
Czechoslovak Federal Assembly in January 1990. At that 
time he joined the staff of the Philosophy Department 
of the Ostrava University teaching political philosophy, 
current philosophy, ethics and Czech political thought of 
the 19th and 20th centuries. Prior to November 1989, 
Lubomír Zaorálek worked for the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Party after he had left his job at the Ostrava studio of the 
Czechoslovak Television. Lubomír Zaorálek is divorced.

Prague
Talks
Speakers
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Roger Casale
Director, New Europeans AISBL

Roger Casale is Director of The New Europeans AISBL, a civil 
rights NGO based in Brussels and CEO of New Europeans 
Association Ltd in the UK. From 1997-2005 he was the 
Labour Member of Parliament for Wimbledon, and between 
2002 and 2005 a Parliamentary Private Secretary in the 
British Foreign Office. In 2009, he was made Commander 
of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic for services 
to British-Italian relations. In February 2017, Roger won 
the Financial Times Future of Britain Award for his article 
“A Green Card for Europe” and in March he won the Sheila 
MacKechnie Foundation People’s Choice Award for his 
leadership of the campaign to give unilateral guarantees to 
UK citizens in the EU and EU citizens in the UK following the 
Brexit vote.

F. Stephen Larrabee
Senior Political Scientist, RAND 
Corporation, Distinguished Chair 
Emeritus in European Security

F. Stephen Larrabee is a senior political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation, its Distinguished Chair Emeritus in European 
Security, and a member of the Pardee RAND Graduate 
School faculty. Before joining RAND, Larrabee served as vice 
president and director of studies of the Institute of East–West 
Security Studies in New York from 1983 to 1989, and was 
also a Distinguished Scholar in Residence (1989–1990). From 
1978 to 1981, he served on the U.S. National Security Council 
staff in the White House as a specialist on Soviet–East 
European affairs and East-West political-military relations.
Larrabee has taught at Columbia, Cornell, New York, 
Johns Hopkins, Georgetown, and The George Washington 
universities, and at the University of Southern California. He 
received his Ph.D. in political science from Columbia University.

Meltem Müftüler-Baç
Professor of International Relations 
and Jean Monnet chair, Sabanci 
University, Istanbul

Prof.Dr. Meltem Müftüler-Baç is Professor of International 
Relations and Jean Monnet chair ad personam at Sabanci 
University, Istanbul, Turkey, and an Affiliate Professor at 
University of Stockholm from 2013 to 2016. She received 
her Ph.D. in Political Science from Temple University, USA 
in 1992. She worked previously at Temple University (USA), 
Bilkent University (Turkey), and was a Visiting professor 
at the University of Chicago. Her work is widely cited in 
Turkey-European Union relations, on EU enlargement, 
Turkish foreign policy and Turkish politics. Prof. Müftüler-Baç 

holds two prestigious awards from the Turkish Academy of 
Sciences: Young Social Scientist Investigator Award in 2002 
and Distinguished Young Scientist Award in 2003. She was 
awarded with the Jean Monnet Professor ad personam title 
from the European Commission in 2004.

Chris Morris
Correspondent, BBC News

Chris Morris has been one of the BBC’s Europe 
correspondents since 2001. Chris joined the BBC in 1988 
in the World Service radio newsroom. In the past few years, 
he has reported from Brussels, India, Turkey and previously 
also from conflict zones in Iraq, Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, and the Balkans. As a BBC Europe correspondent 
Chris covers European politics and diplomacy, as well as 
breaking news stories across the continent. 

Jan Thompson
British Ambassador to the Czech 
Republic

Jan Thompson is the British Ambassador to the Czech 
Republic since 2013. She joined the FCO in 1990 after two 
years spent working for the BBC. Postings have included 
Germany (1992-1994) and the UN Security Council in New 
York (1997-2000). Jan also led work on the Balkan wars 
(1994-1997) and headed the UK department on Afghanistan 
(2002-2005). After the Asian tsunami she flew to Thailand 
to establish a temporary British office to help the victims. 
Before her current appointment she was the UK’s Lead 
Climate Change Negotiator, with a short break in 2011 when 
she headed the UK department in the Libya conflict.

Anders Primdahl Vistisen
Member of the European Parliament, 
Member of the European 
Conservatives and Reformists Group

Member of the European Parliament, Member of the 
European Conservatives and Reformists Group
Anders Primdahl Vistisen is an Danish politician and 
Member of the European Parliament (MEP) from 
Denmark. He is a member of the Danish People’s Party, 
part of the European Conservatives and Reformists. He 
has been the national chairman of the youth section of 
the party since November 2009. In 2014 he was elected 
as member of the European Parliament for Denmark 
as a representative for European Conservatives and 
Reformists.
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Annual “Vision for Europe” Award 
Vision for Europe is the annually bestowed award for distinguished personalities who have, in the course of their 
lives, devoted substantial energies to the establishment and development of European ideals such as strengthening 
peaceful cooperation among European nations, developing a fair institutional arrangement of European integration, 
making European integration more accessible to European publics, and overcoming prejudices and misconceptions 
related to the integration process. The awarding ceremony is part of the annual Prague European Summit, and it is 
accompanied by the European Vision speech, which is delivered by the awardee. 

Brexit. Bad or Worse?
Brexit negotiations will dominate the EU’s political agenda for years to come. Its significance will go beyond setting 
the parameters of EU’s trade and political relations with the UK. Brexit will also shape the identity of the European 
project itself - to the point of re-defining the very meaning of EU membership, and ways in which EU relates to 
European non-member states. Just as importantly, the process and outcome of Brexit will bear on the future of the 
single market. Is there a shared vision of future EU-UK relations that can serve as a basis for a win-win outcome of 
Brexit negotiations? Can a mutually acceptable agreement be reached without compromising the integrity EU’s four 
freedoms? How will Brexit change patterns of integration in the EU, and in Europe as a whole? 

The EU as a Community of Rules or as a Community of Exceptions?
The EU has always stressed that rules have to be obeyed, a fact strongly underlined during the accession process of 
CEE countries. However, the last decade has shown that the application of these rules EU and its institutions can be 
very flexible. It also seems that some Member States can infringe the rules without the concerns of sanctions that 
have hit others. Exceptions that are planned to overcome a possible deadlock or to solve an unexpected crisis seem 
to sometimes fall outside of these bounds. Can the EU sustain its stability by granting more and more exceptions? 
Does this hamper mutual confidence within the EU and its Member States? Should the EU return to a more rigorous 
enforcement of rules?

EU Energy Security between Business and Politics
Over the years, and in part thanks to Russia’s aggressive posture, the EU has made notable progress towards greater 
energy security, both internal and external, especially in the framework of the Energy Union. However, national 
or business interests continue to stand in the way of the collective pursuit of energy security and diversification 
of sources, routes and suppliers. How can the situation be remedied? Does the EU need a more robust legislative 
framework to ensure Member States compliance with respect to energy supply contracts? What remains to be done 
to build a functioning internal energy market?

Exploring Options for EU – UK Trade
Once the UK leaves the EU, it will become the EU’s main trade partner. Without any doubt, it is in the interest of both 
parties to preserve intensive mutual trade relations. To what extent will this be possible? What is the price the UK will 
have to pay for access to the EU internal market? What sort of trade agreement will the UK have with the EU? Will 
it also cover services, particularly financial services? Will there be a trade-off between the scope and speed? What 
sectors will be most affected by the Brexit?

External Players in Central Europe – USA, China, Russia
Apart from membership in the EU and close relations with European partners, Central European diplomacy is also 
marked by the involvement of powerful external players. Central European governments have traditionally sought 
to cultivate special bilateral partnership with the US, particularly in security cooperation. More recently, Russia and 
China have been gaining increasing influence and access in the region, chiefly - though not exclusively - through 
strategic business endeavours, or even, as in the case of Russia, through political subversion. What role do these 
external actors play in the domestic and foreign policies of Central European states? Is there a risk of Central Europe 
becoming - as it sometimes alleged - yet again a playground for great power politics?

Future of Digital Europe
Capitalising on the digital revolution presents a key source of economic growth for the EU. Digital technologies 
are inspiring new business models, transforming traditional industries, facilitating creative start-ups and changing 
the ways we live and work. The EU needs a regulatory environment that encourages innovation and risk-based, 
entrepreneurial approach, while striking a balance with protections and standards. This calls for an EU regulatory 
environment that has to be simple and harmonised in order to reap maximal benefits. How can we best contribute to 
truly completing the Digital Single Market? In order to fully participate in it, EU citizens will need new skills and lifelong 
learning. It is crucial to think ahead now of ensuring that no one is left behind by digitalization in order to avoid the 
disappointment for some that globalization has caused?

THE CONFERENCE AGENDA
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Investing in Europe’s Growth
The Investment Plan for Europe is a flagship initiative that it is intended to boost the European economy with huge 
investments flowing to different sectors, and that leverages the partnerships between the EU, Member States and 
private companies. The expectations it has raised are high. Has the Plan so far delivered on its expected results? 
Should the Plan be tweaked? Does it have the potential to secure sustainable growth and low unemployment in the 
EU?

Paris, Berlin: still deciding the future of Europe? 
It has become commonplace to assert to that Franco-German cooperation, a traditional motor of EU politics, is 
stuttering. This is often attributed to the growing imbalance in their economic performance and political weight. And 
yet, in many areas - notably defense integration or Eurozone governance reform - agreement between Berlin and 
Paris remains indispensable to any meaningful progress. What will be the implications of the successive elections for 
Franco-German cooperation? What role will other big Member States - Italy, Spain and Poland - play in the post-Brexit 
configuration of power in the EU? 

Pressing the Reset Button of Transatlantic Relations: What Next?
Even before the US presidential election, transatlantic relations had been adrift. The failure of TTIP, as well as the 
growing US frustration with European inability to step up its security and defence commitments, reflected the dilution 
of a common strategic purpose. The election of President Donald Trump led to predictions of an impending breakdown 
of the transatlantic alliance amidst mounting challenges to the liberal international order. Are these worries being born 
out?

Redefining the terms of the European security narrative
The EU has made significant progress in the past year on strengthening its CSDP and to implement the strategic 
autonomy that the EU Global Strategy has called for. The drivers of increased cooperation seem to be on a strong 
path, buoyed also by Central European countries who view a strong EU as a way to protect its citizens and defend 
its borders. Can we expect these positive dynamics to continue, or will the dangers of “two-speed Europe” limit 
integration on security issues? Are we witnessing a division of labour between NATO and the EU?

The Uncertain Future of EU-Russia Relations
Once perceived as a promising strategic partner, Russia has become EU’s main strategic challenge. While the EU 
has managed to come together in enforcing as a sanctions regime in response to Russia’s annexation of Crimea 
and aggression in the Donbas, it has failed to formulate a sustainable strategy for managing relations with Russia in 
this new, more adversarial context. Is there enough common ground in the EU for such a strategy? It is possible to 
unfreeze and rebalance EU-Russia relations without compromising EU’s principles and commitments to Ukraine and 
other Eastern partners? What is the right balance between containment and engagement? What role should current 
US policy play in defining EU’s approach to Russia?

What further reforms and add-ons for the Eurozone?
There’s now a consensus across Europe that more needs to be taken to strengthen the eurozone, but there is no 
consensus on what to do. Does the eurozone need its own budget and its own finance minister? How might this budget 
be used? Does the eurozone need eurobonds? Is this a realistic goal? Should the eurozone focus on completing its 
existing projects? Why is the banking union not yet complete? How likely is it that member states will agree to 
implement the European Deposit Insurance Scheme? What role might Capital Markets Union play in strengthening 
the eurozone?
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PARTNERS

The Open Society Foundations work to build vibrant 
and tolerant democracies whose governments are 
accountable to their citizens. To achieve this mission, 
the foundations seek to shape public policies that 
assure greater fairness in political, legal, and economic 
systems and safeguard fundamental rights. On a 
local level, the Open Society Foundations implement 
a range of initiatives to advance justice, education, 
public health, and independent media. At the same time, 
they build alliances across borders and continents on 
issues such as corruption and freedom of information. 
The foundations place a high priority on protecting 
and improving the lives of people in marginalized 
communities.

Investor and philanthropist George Soros established 
the Open Society Foundations, starting in 1984, to help 
countries make the transition from communism. Their 
activities have grown to encompass the United States 
and more than 60 countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. Each foundation relies on the expertise 
of boards composed of eminent citizens who determine 
individual agendas based on local priorities.

The Open Society Initiative for Europe aims to 
contribute to more vibrant and legitimate democracies 
in the European Union by supporting the activists and 
civil society organizations confronting Europe’s many 
challenges. In a time of disillusionment and uncertainty, 
the Open Society Initiative for Europe endeavors to 
strengthen the rights, voice, and democratic power 
of society’s least privileged groups, and thus make 
democracy work better for all in Europe. We support 
organizations that channel active participation in 
democracy by majorities and minorities alike, and that 
uphold open society values, particularly in places where 
the rollback of civil and political rights is most severe.

STRATOS AUTO Ltd. was established in 1994, when it 
launched its activity as a small family company on the 
Czech market, where it later progressively expanded.
Nowadays, it employs more than 150 employees in its 
divisions (Iveco, BMW and Fiat Professional). A significant 
recognition of the company was provided by its winning 
the tender for the position of the new BMW dealer in the 
Pardubice district, through which the third showroom of 
BMW STRATOS AUTO in Pardubice will be built within two 
years.

The BMW division offers its services in the most modern 
showrooms in Prague – namely those in Prosek as well as 
in Hradec Kralove. It is an AUTHORIZED DEALER OF BMW, 
BMW i, and BMW Motorrad vehicles and a CERTIFIED 
DEALER of BMW M vehicles. It is also one of the largest 
dealers of BMW vehicles in the Czech Republic. It provides 
the maximum possible transparency and a premium 
customer approach for you and your BMW. The company 
was also awarded the prize for the best M-Certified 
dealer of BMW vehicles in Eastern Europe.
The shuttle service for the Summit will be secured by ten 
innovative BMW 5 limousines, which will be complemented 
by five exceptionally comfortable X5 vehicles. With 
both the character of the BMW X model and its sporty 
style, the BMW X5 surpasses all boundaries. The new 
BMW Line 5 has been chosen because it symbolizes a 
perfect combination of sporty dynamics and an elegant 
appearance. The BMW Line 5 establishes a new set of 
benchmarks, and utilizes the most modern technologies 
at the same time, and it is a joy to drive it. IT PROVIDES A 
TOP-CLASS OUTPUT WITH A BUSINESS DESIGN.

Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic and 
the centre of politics, international relations, education, 
culture and the economy of the country. It is the seat 
of the supreme legislative, administrative and political 
bodies of the state. Prague has a population of over 1 
200 000 inhabitants and is visited daily by over 100 000 
tourists. The head of the City is the elected Mayor of 
Prague - since 2014 Ms Adriana Krnáčová.

The main body of the city administration is Prague City 
Assembly comprising of seventy members. 11 of them 
form Prague City Council. There is a four-year term in 
office. The executive authority is Prague City Hall with 
specialized departments and units. The operation of the 
City and the services for its inhabitants and visitors is 
ensured by 90 organizations and businesses, established 
by the City of Prague.

Prague is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. 
Its uniquely preserved historical centre, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site since 1992, reflects eleven centuries 
of history. This culturally rich city full of fabulous 
monuments charms visitors not only with its impressive 
and diverse architecture and breath-taking views, but 
also its intimate, romantic atmosphere that is ideal for 
long walks. Prague is a city of (not just classical) music 
and art, found here at every step, a city of gardens and 
parks, and last but not least, a city where the best beer in 
the world is brewed and savour.
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The CSU-associated Hanns Seidel Foundation is a 
German party-associated foundation. It was founded in 
November 1966. Since its foundation in the year 1967, 
the Hanns Seidel Foundation practices political education 
with the aim of supporting the “democratic and civic 
education of the German people with a Christian basis”, 
as the foundation’s statutes say.

For its numerous seminars, conferences, conventions 
and cultural events, the Hanns Seidel Foundation can 
utilize the new Conference Center Munich along with the 
educational center of the Banz Monastery. Most of the 
seminars are conducted at the Banz monastery Training 
Center. Further events are held at the Munich Conference 
Center and in various parts of Bavaria.

The Hanns Seidel Foundation is a respected global 
partner on issues of democracy, the rule of law and 
contacts with Germany. Global challenges today can only 
be tackled through global cooperation. One player in this 
process is the Institute for International Cooperation, 
with projects in over 60 countries worldwide. The aim 
of this international engagement, which is based on 
Christian social ideals, is to promote humane living 
conditions and to contribute to sustainable development 
by strengthening peace, democracy and social market 
economies.

The project works in Prag started in 1991. In 2016 
organised the Hanns Seidel Foundation Prag in 
cooperation with local partners uns around 160 projects. 
The focus of these projects is on strengthening civil 
society, civic involvement and promoting the rule of 
law, promotion of political education, European policy 
dialog and management and transnational cooperation at 
region, local and municipal level in the European Union. 
It provides a platform for bilateral and international 
conferences and symposia. In the spirit of strengthening 
international cooperation.

Google, A Growth Engine for Europe. The web is at the 
heart of economic growth. It creates a level-playing field 
allowing anyone from anywhere to grow their business 
and to become a global player. This is a chance for 
CEE companies, entrepreneurs, developers, creators 

and cultural organizations to go global and Google has 
been investing in helping them harness the benefits of 
the digital transformation. Google provides technology 
and support to help millions of people and businesses 
grow online and has also trained millions Europeans in 
advanced digital skills.

Preciosa is a leading international glass manufacturer. For 
decades it has brought, and continues to bring, new blood 
to the art of glassmaking through creative ideas, colour 
and our brilliant glass and crystal components. Preciosa 
designs one-of-a-kind, awe-inspiring chandeliers and 
elegant jewellery. People in over 140 countries worldwide 
admire its craft.

The Lobkowicz Palace, the only privately owned building 
in the Prague Castle complex, is home to the highly 
acclaimed The Lobkowicz Collections, The Lobkowicz 
Palace Café, Midday Classic Concert and Museum Shop, 
as well as numerous elegant venues for private functions.
The Museum offers visitors the opportunity to explore 
the history of Europe through the unique perspective 
of The Lobkowicz Collections and the Lobkowicz family. 
Set in 22 beautifully appointed galleries, the Museum 
displays a selection of some of the finest pieces from The 
Collections, including many of international significance.
Highlights from the Museum include works by masters 
such as Canaletto, Brueghel the Elder, Cranach, and 
Velázquez; an impressive display of family and royal 
portraits; fine porcelain, ceramics and rare decorative 
arts dating from the 16th to 20th centuries; an extensive 
collection of military and sporting rifles from the 16th 
to 18th centuries; and musical instruments and original 
scores and manuscripts by Beethoven and Mozart, 
including Beethoven’s 4th and 5th symphonies and 
Mozart’s re-orchestration of Handel’s Messiah.

Visitors are ushered through the galleries by the museum’s 
very popular audio guide, which explains important details 
of European history and the seven-hundred-year history 
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of the Lobkowicz family, including the dramatic story of 
how the family lost everything twice and got it back - 
twice. Narrated by two generations of the Lobkowicz 
family and the Chief Curator of The Collections, this 
engaging and informative free audio guide in 8 languages 
is always highly recommended by visitors from all over 
the world.

Eventival is a Prague-based technology company that 
rose to prominence in the film industry as the creator of 
the world’s most widespread film festival management 
software. Founded by a group of film industry professionals 
with experience from film and music festivals around the 
world, Eventival initially aimed merely at the creation of 
a “Swiss army knife” for festivals – an online database 
tool with an attractive interface, useful features and 
reasonable cost. Years of continuous development and 
feedback from users all over the world have contributed 
to making Eventival far more – a universal solution for 
organisers of regular and sporadic events who prefer 
transparency over chaos, and want to dedicate more time 
and space to creative work and decrease mechanical, 
tedious and repetitive activities.

Today, Eventival is active in a wide range of industries, 
and its clients include entertainment companies (film, 
music, theatre and literary festivals, film centres and 
clubs), conferences, cultural, social and business events, 
NGO’s, casting and travel agencies, galleries and event 
companies in general.

Eventival has clients in over 55 countries and its services 
are used by over 200,000 people all over the world.

Reporting on the European Union since 2000, EUobserver 
is an independent, not-for-profit news organisation that 
publishes daily news reports, analyses and investigations 
from Brussels and the EU member states. We are an 
indispensable news source for anyone who wants to 
know what is going on in the EU. Our readers include 
top-level government officials and politicians, renowned 
economists and academics, industry and business 
leaders, and acclaimed journalists. In 2016, EUobserver 
was ranked the second most important news source 
for EU journalists and the sixth preferred news source 

among top influencers in Brussels.
The nationwide spoken word station Český Rozhlas Plus 
(Czech Radio Plus) began to broadcast on 1 March, 2013. 
It offers analytical journalism, comments, discussions 
and interactive programmes. It analyses current affairs 
in wider social, historical, economic and cultural contexts. 
Plus station is also an information channel for topics 
from the areas of science, technology and history. From 
the November 2015, it has been broadcasting 24 hours 
a day on FM.

PARTNERS
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Prague Talks

The Prague Talks are debates held 

in the framework of the Prague 

European Summit which are open to 

experts, academicians, business, non-

governmental representatives, journalists, 

public, students and young people. They 

bring the Prague European Summit closer 

to the public who do not get to attend the 

Prague European Summit panels at the 

Lobkowicz Palace. The Prague Talks will be 

held on 12 – 14 June 2017, each day one 

public debate. 

Within the Prague Talks the organizers 

aim to hold the open discussions about 

the challenges, which Europe is facing 

nowadays, and find common answers to 

the key questions in the economic, social, 

foreign-political and institutional areas 

with high level speakers brought to the 

public audience. The debates will be held 

either in English, or in English with Czech 

translation.
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Brexit – EU: Who will lose more?
Delivering the letter of desire to secede, the UK Prime Minister Theresa May has formally started the process of leaving 
the EU. Yet, it seems like that is all we can say about Brexit with certainty. Aside occasional “tests of temperature” like 
the EU demanding UK pay €60 billion exit bill or the UK to retain the benefits of the single market while avoiding many 
of its responsibilities, neither of the two opposing negotiation teams has introduce their respective set of goals and/
or conditions. How do experts assume the talks to proceed? What could be the anticipated objectives on both sides?

Exploring the nightmare scenario: How Would the EU Break Up?
The specter of a full-blown break-up of the European Union is a recurrent theme in the political discourse of European 
crises. It was invoked at the height of the Eurozone crisis, during the migration crisis, in the aftermath of UK’s Brexit 
referendum, and, most recently, in the context of French presidential elections. But what exactly would it entail? 
Could it unfold in a sudden and uncontrollable chain of events, or is a more drawn-out process of fragmentation and 
hollowing-out the greater risk? Would break-up of the Eurozone or the Schengen area necessarily lead to the demise 
of the EU as a whole? In such an event, which parts of the institutional and legal edifice are most likely to remain 
standing? What strategic and regional constellations – for example, a northern bloc around Germany – are likely to 
emerge in a post-breakup scenario?  

Turkey: An indispensable ally or a new sick man of Europe?
The EU – Turkey relations are going through deep crisis, yet Turkey remains an important partner as a NATO ally and 
a linchpin in a volatile region. The agonizing accession talks between the EU and Turkey are a fertile ground for mutual 
acrimonies. On one side the EU, knowing that a majority of European population rejects Turkish EU membership, 
pretends that Turkey can become an EU member state, of course only after fulfilling a lengthy list of conditions. On 
the other side, Turkish government accuses the EU member states of islamophobia and neonacism, yet at the same 
time pretends that it wants to enter the club it openly despises. Can a healthy EU – Turkey relations be based on such 
hypocrisy and mutual pretention?

Turkey is often portrayed as an indispensable security partner in a volatile in a volatile region. But how can this 
partnership between Turkey and the West survive an ever-deepening gap in threat perceptions? Current Turkish 
government treats internal critics among politicians, academics or journalists as enemies of the state and treats them 
accordingly, while Western democracies fume about suppression of legitimate opposition and Turkish descent into 
authoritarianism. For us, the Kurds are a useful ally, while Turkey paints them as a mortal enemy. The latest Turkish 
military intervention in Syria highlights this threat perceptions gap and a divergence between what critics describe as 
neo-ottoman foreign policy of Turkey and Western interests in the region.

Prague Talks Partner

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) is the oldest political foundation in Germany with a rich tradition in social democracy 
dating back to its foundation in 1925. The foundation owes its formation and its mission to the political legacy of its 
namesake Friedrich Ebert, the first democratically elected German President. The work of the FES focuses on the 
core ideas and values of social democracy – freedom, justice and solidarity. This connects us to social democracy and 
free trade unions. As a non-profit institution, we organize our work autonomously and independently.

PRAGUE TALKS
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