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Welcome words

“The wind is back in Europe’s sails,” Jean-Claude Juncker, European Commission President, declared in his last 
annual State of the European Union speech (2017). He immediately added that we, the Europeans, must chart 
the direction of the future, and “catch the trade winds in our sails” to move forward in advancing the European 
idea and the vision of peace and prosperity on the continent. Making a case for a more united, stronger and 
more democratic Europe, Juncker offered earlier during the year five scenarios embodying the possible future of 
European integration: carrying on, nothing but the single market, those who want more do more, doing less more 
efficiently, and doing much more together.

It is clear to me that such a debate is needed; a debate featuring competing visions that we can confront, yet 
that remains grounded in the normative core of the principles of freedom, equality, inclusiveness and the rule of 
law that should, in Juncker’s words, mean that there are no second class citizens, no second class workers, and 
no second class consumers. Such normative approach does not apply solely to affairs of the continent: in the 
conduct of EU’s external affairs, these fundamental values are embodied by the rule of “principled pragmatism” 
coined in the EUGS.

A debate is needed and all the more timely since the sense of acute crisis of European political community 
has finally withered, yet the uncertainty remains as the EU is to become a union of one less; trust in the public 
institutions is challenged across the continent; social anxiety and paranoia empower the prophets of easy 
solutions to complex problems; the breakdown of agreement about reality is now, as Salman Rushdie has recently 
put it , “the most significant reality”; and the external environment is not short on challenges either, from continued 
instability in Europe’s neighbourhoods to the uncertainty concerning the commitment of the U.S. administration 
to effective multilateralism and the norms forming the bedrock of the liberal order.

To successfully meet these challenges and emerge stronger from the trials of the day, the EU needs to avert 
political decay, adapt its institutions that must once more be seen as true societal articulations, and steer the 
world outside toward positive change whilst responsibly and sensitively managing relevant risks. As the late 
Václav Havel claimed in his speech in front of the European Parliament in Strasbourg (1994), “if the citizens of 
Europe understand that this is not just an anonymous bureaucratic monster to limit or even deny their autonomy, 
but simply a new type of human community that actually broadens their freedom significantly, then the European 
Union need not fear for its future.”

That is no mean task. A condition of its success is looking beyond the horizons of what we know in a true dialogue 
that opens the way to deeper understanding. The Prague European Summit has become an established forum 
for such dialogue; a platform that engages the pertinent issues we face in a true agora where politicians and 
public servants meet academics, journalists, businessmen and businesswomen, and civil society representatives. 
This year, such pertinent issues comprise exclusionary populism and whether it is declining, resurgent or – most 
worryingly – gradually normalised in the political mainstream; the prospect of the EU’s strategic autonomy, its 
role in the neighbourhood, and the deepening of defence cooperation; the future of labour and the impacts of 
related technological trends on EU societies; ramifications of the new financial framework; or the dynamic of the 
transatlantic relationship.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is our great pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of all the organisers and partners, at 
this year’s Prague European Summit. We wish you all productive and enjoyable deliberations, and many new 
encounters!

WELCOME WORDS

Vladimír Bartovic
Director
EUROPEUM Institute
for European Policy

Ondřej Ditrych
Director
Insitute of International
Relations Prague
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Venues

The Lobkowicz Palace at Prague Castle is one of the 
most significant cultural sites in the Czech Republic and 
the only privately owned building in the Prague Castle 
complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Through the 
centuries, the Palace witnessed some of Bohemia’s most 
important historical events. It houses part of the highly-
acclaimed The Lobkowicz Collections, a unique collection 
of paintings, rich decorative art, spectacular arms and 
armor, and rare musical instruments and manuscripts 
by Beethoven and Mozart, including Beethoven’s 4th 
and 5th symphonies and Mozart’s re-orchestration of 
Handel’s Messiah. 
Originally known as the Pernštejn Palace, it acquired its 
present name when Jaroslav’s niece, Polyxena, married 
Zdeněk Vojtěch, 1st Prince Lobkowicz (1568– 1628), in 
1603. 
In the centuries following that union, the Palace witnessed 
some of Bohemia’s most significant historical events. 
At the start of World War II, the Palace was confiscated 
from the Lobkowicz family by the Nazi forces invading 
Czechoslovakia. Returned in 1945, it was seized again 
following the Communist takeover of the country in 1948. 
After the Velvet Revolution of 1989 and the subsequent 
fall of the Communist government, the passage of 
restitution laws made it possible in 2002 for the Palace 
to be returned to the Lobkowiczes once again.
On 2 April 2007, following more than four years of 
planning, restoration and refurbishment, the Palace was 
reopened to the public. It houses the Lobkowicz Palace 
Museum and also serves as a unique venue for private 
and corporate events.

The Czernin Palace serves as the seat of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs . It hosts many significant negotiations 
and serves for the purposes of multiple conferences 
and sessions. It is not by accident that it is here where 
the Warsaw Treaty was dissolved at the beginning of 
1990s. The Czernin Palace has been visited by the 
council of presidents, ministers of foreign affairs and 
other important personalities from over the world. All 
Czechoslovak ministers of foreign affairs had their 
offices here, and also the ministers of foreign affairs of 
the Czech Republic continue in this tradition.
In 1923, the Czechoslovak government decided that the 
Czernin Palace will be allotted to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, whose offices were dispersed in several places 
in Prague. One year later, the architect Pavel Janák won 
the contest for the completion and reconstruction of the 
palace. In the course of five years, between 1929 and 
1934, the palace was rebuilt according to the original 
design of Francesco Caratti, and a number of old pieces 
of furniture and equipment, acquired from both local and 
foreign antiquarians, returned to the building. 
After the Second World War the activity of the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs was renewed in 
the Czernin Palace in the May of 1945. Necessary clearing 
works and arrangements had to be carried out again. 
While dumping the sand and clay, that has been taken 
out of the shelter, a set of keys with numbers written 
with Gothic characters was found. These were the lost 
keys to the room, in which Czech coronation jewels were 
stored. Jan Masaryk, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
son of the first Czechoslovak president, Tomáš Garrigue 
Masaryk, used to live in the garret of the Czernin Palace 
in the post-war years.

VENUES
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EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, 
non-partisan and independent think-tank focussing on 
European integration and cohesion. EUROPEUM was 
founded in 1998 with the goal of supporting the Czech 
Republic’s efforts to become a fully-fledged member of 
the EU, and has established itself as a respected think-
tank in the Czech Republic and across Europe. In 2017 it 
has been ranked as the 5th best think-tank in CEE and 
therefore the best in the Czech Republic within the Global 
Go To Think Tank Index, which is published annually by 
the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program (TTCSP) of 
the Pennsylvania University. EUROPEUM fulfils its motto 
“Czech vision for Europe, European vision for the Czechs” 
through research, educational activities, publications, 
conferences and seminars. It also intensively cooperates 
with Czech and European institutions and partners, 
and formulates concrete recommendations aiming to 
ameliorate the functioning of the EU and its policies. 
Since becoming the first Central European think-tank to 
open its Brussels office in 2016, EUROPEUM is now fully 
operational in the heart of the European Union, where it 
follows the debates on EU policies and politics from close 
and contributes to them by strengthening the voice of 
the Czech Republic and other central and east European 
countries. 

www.europeum.org
facebook.com/EUROPEUMPrague
twitter.com/EUROPEUMPrague

The Institute of International Relations, Prague (IIR) is an 
independent public research institution which conducts 
excellent academic research in the larger field of 
international relations, which includes European studies, 
security studies, area studies and other related disciplines. 
IIR has been the leading academic institution for the study 
of international relations in the Czech Republic since 1957 
and it is also an active member of several international 
research networks. In its IR research, it sets national 
benchmarks for the quality of scientific research in  
International Relations. As an independent institution 
originally founded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
IIR also provides policy analysis and recommendations. 
It serves as a hub for academics, policy makers and the 
general public. It stimulates the expert, intellectual and 
public debates on the Czech foreign policy, European 
affairs and global issues. The IIR also publishes a number 
of academic journals and books, and it offers a joint 
PhD programme in International Relations and European 
Studies.

www.iir.cz
facebook.com/IIR.Prague 
twitter.com/IIR_Prg
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International Programme Board

2018
The International Programme Board is the key advisory 

body of the Prague European Summit. It meets on  

a regular basis, at least once a year. The International 

Programme Board is comprised of leading international 

thinkers who care about the future of European 

integration. The Board is essential in shaping the 

substantive part of the Prague European Summit, and its 

tasks include the formulation of programme priorities for 

the upcoming Summit in June 2018 as well as innovative 

suggestions regarding the Summit´s structure, its  

side-events and its output.
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Péter Balázs
Professor, Central European 
University, former EU Commissioner & 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary

Prof. Balázs graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of 
Economics of the “Karl Marx” University (today Corvinus 
University). He got his PhD degree and habilitated at the 
same University. He is ScD of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences. In parallel with his government and diplomatic 
career, he has been teaching and doing research. He was 
nominated Professor of the Corvinus University in 2000 
and joined the CEU as full time Professor in 2005.
Prof. Balázs is currently holding a Jean Monnet Ad 
Personam Chair at CEU. His research activities are 
centered on the foreign policy of the EU and problems of 
the late modernization and European integration of the 
Eastern part of the continent. He also analyzes questions 
of European governance including the future of European 
institutions. He is regularly teaching at various home and 
foreign universities, lecturing in English, French, German 
and Hungarian. In 2005, he established a research center 
at the CEU for EU Enlargement Studies (CENS).

 

Vladimír Bartovic
Director, EUROPEUM Institute  
for European Policy

Vladimír Bartovic is the director of EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy. In 2014 he has been appointed 
external advisor – a member of the Group of External 
Advisors on the EU policies to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic and a member of the 
Programme Council of the Czech – Polish Forum. In 2015 
he has been elected member of the Board of Directors of 
PASOS – Policy Association for an Open Society.
He graduated in international trade and international 
politics at the University of Economics, Prague, Faculty 
of International Relations. He also studied at University 
of Granada, Faculty of Political Science and Sociology.
From 2011 to 2012 he served as a director of Strategic 
Planning and Analysis at the Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. He also 
worked as an editor in the Integrace magazine. He has 
been lecturing on topical EU issues at the Institute of 
Public Administration and the Czech National Bank. He 
co-operated with OSCE election missions in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Kosovo.

Steven Blockmans
Senior Research Fellow & Head of EU 
Foreign Policy, Centre for European 
Policy Studies

Steven Blockmans is Head of EU Foreign Policy at the 
Brussels-based think tank Centre for European Policy 
Studies (CEPS), Professor of EU External Relations 
Law and Governance at the University of Amsterdam, 
and a founding member of the Centre for the Law of 
EU External Relations (CLEER). He is the author of 
‘Tough Love: the EU’s relations with the Western Balkans’  
(AP/CUP 2007) and the (co-)editor of more than 10 
volumes, including ‘The EU’s Role in Global Governance ’ 
(OUP 2013) and ‘Differentiated Integration in the EU: 
From the Inside Looking Out ’ (CEPS 2014). He served as 
leading author of the FES-sponsored Task Force on ‘More 
Union in European Defence ’ chaired by Javier Solana 
(CEPS 2015). For almost 20 years, he has worked for 
the EU institutions and member states’ governments on 
numerous research and technical assistance projects in 
wider Europe and in Asia. He is currently project leader 
of a SIDA-sponsored study on the implementation of 
the EU Association Agreements with Ukraine, Moldova 
and Georgia. Blockmans holds a PhD in law from Leiden 
University.

Martin Bútora
Advisor to Slovak President 
Andrej Kiska

Ambassador (Rtd) Martin Bútora is the advisor to President 
of Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska (from June 2014). He is the 
founder and honorary president of the Institute for Public 
Affairs in Bratislava established in 1997. In 1990 – 1992 
he served as advisor for human rights to President Václav 
Havel. From 1999 to 2003, he was the Ambassador of 
Slovakia to the United States.
Amb. Butora holds a PhD. in Sociology from Charles 
University in Prauge. He taught at Charles University, 
Trnava University and University of Economics in Bratislava. 
He writes on civil society, foreign policy, and democratic 
transformation. In the last years, he co-authored and/
or co-edited Visegrad Elections 2010: Domestic Impact 
and European Consequences, 2011; Active Citizenship and 
Nongovernmental Sector in Slovakia, 2012; Alternative 
Politics? The Rise of New Political Parties in Central Europe, 
2013; Collective Defence and Common Security. Twin Pillars 
of the Atlantic Alliance. Group of Policy Experts report to the 
NATO Secretary General, 2014.
Ambassador Butora is the recipient of the Democracy 
Service Medal from the National Endowment for Democracy 
(1999), Crystal Wing Award for diplomatic achievements 
(2002), and Knight’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta 
(2011). He served as Human Rights Advisor to Czechoslovak 
President Vaclav Havel (1990–1992).

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME BOARD
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Aleš Chmelař
State Secretary for European Affairs 
of the Czech Republic, Office of the 
Government of the Czech Republic

Prior to joining the Government Office (Úřad vlády), Aleš 
Chmelař worked as a researcher in the field of financial 
markets at the Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS), 
the largest and oldest think-tank in Brussels. Since 
2014, he works as head European analyst at the Czech 
Government Office and Head of EU Economic Policy 
Coordination. He is specialized in European economic and 
financial policy, the transformation of post-communist 
countries and the industrial strategy of Central Europe.

Ondřej Ditrych
Director, Institute of International 
Relations Prague

Dr. Ditrych holds degrees in International Relations from 
University of Cambridge (Mphil.) and Charles University 
in Prague (Ph.D.) where he is now an academic fellow 
and becoming the director of the IIR, was in charge of 
coordinating D. CENT Karl Deutsch Centre for International 
Political and Social Research at the Department of 
International Relations. He has gained valuable experience 
as the Fulbright research fellow at Belfer Center, Harvard 
University, a visiting researcher at CERI, Sciences Po, Paris 
and SWP Berlin, an associate fellow at European Union 
Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) and an analyst for 
NATO SHAPE.
In his current research, he explores terrorism and 
revolutionary violence in global politics, NATO and European 
security, ethnopolitical conflicts in the Postsoviet space, 
and global trends and their analysis and forecasts.
Dr. Ditrych is the author of more than forty academic 
articles, monographies and book chapters. His articles 
have been published in leading impacted journals in the 
field of International Relations. His latest book, Tracing the 
Discourses of Terrorism: Identity, Genealogy, and State, 
was published by Palgrave Macmillan (2014). Dr. Ditrych has 
taken part in a number of collective research projects, as 
well as expert analyses for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Czech Republic, EEAS or the European Parliament. He 
is currently a principal investigator of PRIMUS 17/HUM/24 
Hybrid Revolutionary Actors in Global Politics (2018-) 
and a senior researcher in an interdisciplinary center of 
excellence UNCE Violence, Trauma and Justice (2018-).

Jakub Durr
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
European Issues

In the years 2011-2016 he served as Deputy Head of the 
Czech Permanent Representation to the EU. Previously, 
he served as Deputiy Minister for European Affairs at the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. Between 2002 
and 2016 he has worked at his alma mater - the Palacký 
University in Olomouc as the Vice-Rector for External 
Relations and Senior Lecturer at the Department of 
Political Science and European Studies. In June 1, 2016 
he was appointed as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for European Issues. Some of his other activities include 
participating in various research grants and programs, 
consulting, training, and translating. He is fluent in English, 
Polish, German, Russian. Additionally, he speaks French 
and some Spanish.

Roland Freudenstein
Policy Director, Wilfried Martens 
Centre for European Studies

Roland Freudenstein was born in Bonn, Germany. After 
a two year voluntary military service, he studied political 
science, economics, Japan studies and international 
relations in Bonn and Los Angeles. Having worked as 
a research fellow at the German Council on Foreign 
Relations, he became a member of the foreign and 
security planning staff of the European Commission in 
Brussels in the 1990s. Subsequently, he became the 
director of the Warsaw office of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation and later held a leading function in the 
Foundation’s central office in Berlin. After coming back to 
Brussels in 2004, he represented the German city state 
of Hamburg to the EU.
Roland Freudenstein is now, since 2008, Head of Research 
and Deputy Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies. He has contributed to debates 
and published extensively on European integration, 
international security, German-Polish relations, global 
democracy support and recently about the changes in 
the Middle East.

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME BOARD
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Ivan Hodač
Founder and President, Aspen 
Institute Central Europe

Ivan Hodač is a Founder and Vice-President of the 
Aspen Institute Prague. He was Secretary-General of 
the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association 
(ACEA) from 2001 until October 2013. He is currently 
member of a special Advisory Group of experts, which 
advises the European Commission in negotiation of the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the 
United States (TTIP). He is also the Chairman of the Board 
at cabinet DN. The Financial Times listed him among the 
most influential personalities in Brussels politics. Before 
joining ACEA, he was Senior Vice-President and Head of 
the Time Warner Corporate office for Europe. Previously 
he was Secretary-General of the trade organization 
IFMA/IMACE, Senior Economist at Didier & Associates, 
and Assistant Professor at the College of Europe, Bruges. 
He was born in Prague, where he studied mechanical 
engineering. He completed his education in economics 
and political science at the University of Copenhagen 
and the College of Europe in Bruges (European studies).

Beata Jaczewska
Executive Director, International 
Visegrad Fund

Beata Jaczewska is an Executive Director of International 
Visegrad Fund, former Undersecretary of State in the 
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Poland, lawyer, 
negotiator, and long-term civil servant. She is statutory 
representative of the International Visegrad Fund (IVF), 
personally responsible for fulfilling priorities set by 
governments of V4 countries in the field of continuous 
improvement of the cooperation between 4 societies, 
as well as assisting neighbouring countries on their 
development paths.
Jaczewska is an expert in EU legislative processes and 
international negotiations. Her background is European 
law and economics. She graduated from several 
prestigious universities such as Warsaw University, 
Jagiellonian University in Cracow, and Warsaw School of 
Economics. She also holds a degree from the University 
of Cambridge in European law.
For years, Beata has been gaining professional 
experience in Polish public administration, recently in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Her work as Deputy Minister 
for the Ministry of the Environment was responsible for 
international relation as well as policies of sustainable 
development, air quality and climate change. Prior to 
that, she also served in the Ministry of the Economy as 
the Economy Development Department’s Director where 
she was focused on strategic planning of the economic 

growth in such areas as sustainable development policy, 
industrial policy, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

Rudolf Jindrák
Director of International Department 
at the Office of the President of the 
Czech Republic

The start of the career of Dr. Rudolf Jindrák was tied with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He started in the Consular 
Department and served as a General Consul in Munich. 
He focused mainly on the relationships with Central 
European states and German speaking states and 
served as a Head of First Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (bilateral relations with Austria, Germany, 
Hungary, Liechtenstein, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, and 
Switzerland). He was appointed as the Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
to the Republic of Hungary, to the Republic of Austria, 
to the Federal Republic of Germany between years 
1998 and 2014. He also acted as the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in 2001 to 2004 and in 2014 to 2015.
Since August 2015 he has served in the advisory board 
of PM Bohuslav Sobotka where he was responsible for 
fostering of the relations with Germany and Central 
European cooperation agenda. Since 15 March 2017 he 
serves as the Director of the Foreign Department of the 
Presidential Office.

Dana Kovaříková
Head of the European Commission 
Representation in the Czech Republic

At present, she is Head of the European Commission 
Representation in the Czech Republic. Before taking 
up this position, she worked as the Acting Head of 
Representation of the EC to the Czech Republic; a Head 
of Political Sector as well as a Press Officer in the EC 
Representation. As regards her Brussels experience, she 
worked in the Directorate General for Communications 
Networks, Content & Technology (2012–2013) being in 
charge of relations with stakeholders. Before that she 
worked in the Secretariat General of the Commission, 
as a policy coordinator (2005–2006) and then in 
charge of Briefings for the President (2006– 2012). 
Earlier, she worked in the Directorate General Press and 
Communication (2002 – 2005). Dana Kovaříková studied 
at Masaryk University in Brno, where she obtained a 
degree in economics and in media studies and journalism; 
at Katholieke Universiteit in Leuven (Belgium), where she 
obtained a degree in Sociology of Social Change; and 
at Université Rennes 1 (France), where she obtained a 
Diplome franco-tcheque d´administration publique. 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME BOARD
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Petr Kratochvíl
Senior Researcher, Institute of 
International Relations Prague

Petr Kratochvíl is the Senior Researcher at the Institute 
of International Relations and a lecturer at several Czech 
universities. He is the Chairman of the Academic Council 
of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic as well as a member of a 
range of academic and scientific councils.
He has published extensively on European integration, 
EU-Russian relations, institutional reform and the 
EU enlargement, the role of religion in international 
affairs, and international relations theory.  The book 
The European Union and the Catholic Church: Political 
Theology of European Integration, co-authored by Tomáš 
Doležal and published in 2015 by Palgrave Macmillan, is 
one of the latest examples of his research activity. He is 
also often called upon to present his analyses by various 
Czech and foreign media.

Pascal Lamy
Former European Commissioner and 
Director-General, WTO

From September 2005 to August 2013, Pascal Lamy 
served for two consecutive terms as General Director- 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO).  A committed 
European and member of the French Socialist party, he 
was Chief of Staff for the President of the European 
Commission, Jacques Delors from 1985 to 1994. He 
then joined the Credit Lyonnais as CEO until 1999, before 
returning to Brussels as European Trade Commissioner 
until 2004. Mr. Lamy holds degrees from HEC School of 
Management, the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) and 
the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA).
Pascal Lamy was appointed, in May 2015, as 
interministerial delegate for the preparation of the 
French candidature for the Universal Exhibition 2025. 
He shares his other activities between the Jacques 
Delors Institute (President emeritus), the presidency of 
the World Committee on Tourism Ethics, the presidency 
of the Oxford Martin School Commission for Future 
Generations, the vice-presidency of the Foundation for 
European Progressive Studies (FEPS), the Co-chair of 
the Equitable Access Initiative (Global Fund for AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria), his participation to the Global 
Ocean Commission and UNAIDS as well as different 
subjects related to international affairs.

Christian Lequesne
Professor, Sciences Po & Chief Editor, 
European Review of International 
Studies

Christian Lequesne holds BA and MA degrees from 
Sciences Po Strasbourg and the College of Europe, 
Bruges. He then got his Ph.D. in political science and his 
Habilitation in Sciences Po Paris. Since 1988, he worked 
as a research fellow and then Professor at Sciences 
Po. He was also a deputy director of CERI, and later 
director of CERI. Furthermore, he worked as a director of 
the Centre français de recherche en sciences sociales 
(CEFRES) in Prague and as a professor at the European 
Institute of the London School of Economics. He is a 
regular visiting professor at the School of Government of 
LUISS University, the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna, and 
the Department of Social Sciences of Charles University 
in Prague.
He is currently Co-Chief Editor of European Review of 
International Studies, member of the editorial board of 
The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, Journal of European 
Integration and member of the scientific committees 
of Politique européenne and Etudes européennes. 
Moreover, he is member of the Scientific Board of the 
Institut für Europäische Politik (Berlin), the Fondation 
Robert Schuman and the Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs. Was awarded the F. Palacky social sciences 
medal by the Czech Academy of Sciences and Chevalier 
in the Ordre des Palmes académiques.

Barbara Lippert
Director of Research & Executive 
Board, Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik

Dr. phil. Barbara Lippert studied Political Science, 
Contemporary and Eastern European History and 
Slavonic Studies at the University of Bonn and the Free 
University Berlin between the years 1981-1987. She then 
acquired her Doctorate (Dr. phil) at the University of Bonn. 
In 1990–1992, she worked as a Senior Associate at the 
Institute for European Politics (IEP) in Bonn and Berlin 
and between 1992–2009 as a Deputy Director of the 
Institute for European Politics (IEP) in Berlin.
Since April 2009, she has worked as a Director of 
Research and Member of Executive Board of the German 
Institute for International and Security Affairs of the 
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) in Berlin.
Her areas of expertise are EU enlargement policy, 
development of the political system of the EU, 
Germany and European integration and the European 
Neighbourhood Policy.

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME BOARD
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Ana Palacio
Former Spanish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs & Member of the Council of 
State of Spain

Ana Palacio is an international lawyer specializing in 
international and European Union law. She is a member 
of the Council of State of Spain (2012). She is a member 
of the Board of Enagás (2014), the Technical Manager 
of the Spanish Gas System, and Pharmamar (2009), a 
leading biotechnology company. She is a member of the 
International Board of Investcorp (2008), a world-leading 
manager of alternative investments. She is a member of 
the Scientific Council of the Instituto Elcano (2015); a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Boards of the 
Atlantic Council of the United States and the European 
Council on Foreign Relations; and a member of the World 
Economic Forum’s US Global Agenda Council (2014). She 
is a visiting professor at the Edmund E. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University (2014).
Ms. Palacio served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Spain (2002-2004) and was a member of the Spanish 
Parliament (2004-2006) where she chaired the Joint 
Committee of the two Houses for European Union 
Affairs. She has been Senior Vice-President and General 
Counsel of the World Bank Group and Secretary General 
of ICSID (2006-2008). From 1994 until 2002, she was a 
member of European Parliament where she chaired the 
Legal Affairs and Internal Market Committee, the Justice 
and Home Affairs Committee, as well as the Conference 
of Committee Chairs. Ms. Palacio publishes regularly in 
periodicals and journals. In particular, she maintains a 
monthly column at Project Syndicate.

Ernst Stetter
Secretary General, Foundation for 
European Progressive Studies

Ernst Stetter has been the Secretary General of the Foundation 
for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) since its creation in 
2008. He is also a regular commentator on EU affairs in the 
media.
Ernst Stetter is an economist and political scientist. He studied 
in Tübingen and Heidelberg (Germany) focusing on international 
trade, finance, economic and social policy as well as development 
issues. In 1980 he obtained his PhD in political science for his 
dissertation entitled The Association of ACP-Countries (Lomé 
I and II) to the European Community and the STABEX-System.
From 1980 to 2008 he worked for the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
(FES) in various positions. After serving as the Head of the Africa 
Department and the Head of the Central Europe Unit, in 1997 
he moved to Paris and became the Director of the FES Office in 
France while in 2003 he was appointed as Director of the EU-
Office of FES in Brussels.
In 2003 he received the French decoration of Chevalier de 
l’Ordre national du Mérite.

Pawel Swieboda
Deputy Head, European Political 
Strategy Centre

Prior to joining the European Political Strategy Centre 
(EPSC), an in-house think tank of the European 
Commission reporting directly to President Juncker, 
as Deputy Head, Paweł Świeboda was President of 
demosEUROPA – Centre for European Strategy, an EU 
policy think tank based in Warsaw, from 2006 to 2015. 
Earlier, he was Director of the EU Department at the 
Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the years 2001-
2006 and EU Advisor to the President of Poland from 
1996 to 2000.
A graduate of the London School of Economics (BSs 
in Economics), and the University of London (MA in 
International Relations), he is a member of a number of 
advisory boards of European think tanks as well as a 
member of the Global Agenda Council on Europe of the 
World Economic Forum. In 2013/2014, he was Rapporteur 
of the Review of European Innovation Partnerships.

Vessela Tcherneva
Senior Director for Programmes and 
Head of European Council on Foreign 
Relations, Sofia Office

Vessela Tcherneva is the co-founder of Sofia Platform, 
a venue for dialogue between members of NGOs, the 
media, and politics from Europe, the Middle East, and 
the United States. From 2010 to 2013 she was the 
spokesperson for the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and a member of the political cabinet of Foreign 
Minister Nickolay Mladenov. She has been the head of 
the Bulgarian office of the European Council for Foreign 
Relations since 2008, as well as programme director for 
Foreign Policy Studies at the Centre for Liberal Strategies 
in Sofia. Between 2004 and 2006 she was secretary of 
the International Commission on the Balkans, chaired 
by former Italian prime minister Giuliano Amato. She has 
been a supervising editor for Foreign Policy Bulgaria 
magazine since its launch in 2005.

Nathalie Tocci
Director, Instituto Affari Internazionali

Nathalie Tocci is Director of the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali, Honorary Professor at the University 
of Tübingen, and Special Adviser to EU HRVP Federica 
Mogherini, on behalf of whom she wrote the European 
Global Strategy and is now working on its implementation, 
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notably in the field of security and defence. Previously 
she held research positions at the Centre for European 
Policy Studies, Brussels, the Transatlantic Academy, 
Washington and the Robert Schuman Centre for 
Advanced Studies, Florence. Her research interests 
include European foreign policy, conflict resolution, 
the Middle East and the Mediterranean. Her major 
publications include: Framing the EU’s Global Strategy, 
Springer-Palgrave Macmillan, 2017 (author); The EU, 
Promoting Regional Integration, and Conflict Resolution, 
Springer-Palgrave Macmillan, 2017 (co-editor); Turkey 
and the European Union, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015 (co-
author); Multilateralism in the 21st Century, Routledge, 
2013 (co-editor), Turkey’s European Future: Behind the 
Scenes of America’s Influence on EU-Turkey Relations, 
New York University Press, 2011 (author); and The EU and 
Conflict Resolution, Routledge, 2007 (author). Nathalie is 
the 2008 winner of the Anna Lindh award for the study 
of European Foreign Policy.

Vaira Vike-Freiberga
President, World Leadership Alliance/
Club de Madrid and former President 
of Latvia

Dr. Vaira Vike-Freiberga is President of the World 
Leadership Alliance/Club de Madrid and former President 
of Latvia (1999-2007). She played a leading role in 
achieving membership in the EU and NATO for her country 
and was Special Envoy on UN reform. She was vice-
chair of the Reflection group on the long-term future of 
Europe, and chaired the High-level group on freedom and 
pluralism of media in the EU in 2011-12.
She is a member, board member or patron of 30 
international organisations, including ECFR, Nizami 
Ganjavi International Centre (Co-chair), Library of 
Alexandria, Trust Fund for Victims of the ICC, Panel 
of Eminent Persons on European Security of OSCE, 
Advisory Council of CEPA, as well as five Academies. She 
has been awarded 34 Orders of Merit and 19 Honorary 
doctorates.
Born in Riga, Vaira started her schooling in refugee camps 
in Germany, continued in Morocco, and obtained a Ph.D. 
at McGill University (1965). After a distinguished career 
as Professor of psychology at the University of Montreal, 
she returned to her native country in 1998 to head the 
Latvian Institute. Less than a year later she was elected 
President by the Latvian Parliament and re-elected in 
2003.
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Archer, H.E. Nicholas Stewart
Ambassador of the United Kingdom  
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
to the Czech Republic

Nick Archer MVO was appointed Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador to the Czech Republic in January 2018. He 
joined the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 1983. 
Mr. Archer served as a First Secretary in Oslo between 
1995 and 1997, and as an Assistant Private Secretary 
to the Prince of Wales between 1997 and 2000. He then 
became a Head of FCO’s North Africa Department before 
moving to head FCO’s North Asia and Pacific Department 
where he remained until 2005. 
His Excellency Mr. Nick Archer occupied the post of a 
British High Commissioner in Malta for two years starting 
2006. He was appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador for 
Denmark in 2008. Between 2012 and 2014 he worked 
as a Director of Strategic Trade at the FCO. Prior to this 
appointment, Mr. Archer worked as a Managing Director 
for UK and Trade Investment. 

Babiš, Andrej
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic

Andrej Babiš is Prime Minister of the Czech Republic from 
6 December 2017. From 24 January 2018 in resignation, 
on 6 June 2018, he was reappointed and charged with 
forming new Government. In the autumn of 2011, the 
Action for Dissatisfied Citizens has been formed and 
in May 2013, it was registered as a political movement 
that can take part in democratic parliamentary elections. 
It received nearly a million votes in the early election in 
2013, which was the highest number for a new political 
entity in the history of the Czech Republic. The next, 
regular election to the House of Deputies in 2017 was won 
by ANO with more than 1.5 million votes. In 2016, Andrej 
Babiš was awarded as the Minister of Finance of the 
Year for the area of developing European economies. He 
graduated from the University of Economics in Bratislava 
and before entering political career he founded Agrofert, 
back in 1993. Agrofert is currently the largest Czech 
agricultural, food and chemical holding. In 2016, despite 
the President’s veto, an amendment was approved to the 
Act on Conflict of Interests, nicknamed also Lex Babiš, 
which forbids government officials from possessing 
media and receiving State subsidies through their 
companies. In 2017, therefore, Andrej Babiš transferred 
all the assets of his firms to two trust funds. Andrej Babiš 
is married and has four children.

Balfour, Rosa
Senior Fellow, Europe programme, 
German Marshall Fund of the US

Rosa Balfour is a Senior Fellow at The German Marshall 
Fund of the United States and a member of the Steering 
Committee of WIIS-Brussels (Women In International 
Security). Her fields of expertise include European 
politics, institutions, foreign and security policy, and 
international relations. She has researched and published 
widely on issues relating to European politics and 
international relations, especially on relations with the 
Mediterranean region, Eastern Europe and the Balkans, 
EU enlargement, and on the role of human rights and 
democracy in international relations. Prior to joining GMF, 
Rosa was a Director at the European Policy Centre (EPC), 
an independent think tank based in Brussels, where she 
headed the Europe in the World programme.

Begg, Iain
Professor, European Institute,  
London School of Economics  
and Political Science

Iain Begg is a Professorial Research Fellow at the 
European Institute, London School of Economics and 
Political Science. His main research work is on the political 
economy of European integration and EU economic 
governance. His recent publications include on the 
future of EU cohesion policy, the EU budget, fiscal policy 
coordination in the EU and the economic consequences 
of Brexit. He has undertaken a number of advisory roles, 
including acting as an expert witness or specialist adviser 
on EU issues for the House of Commons Treasury 
Committee, the House of Lords European Communities 
Committee and the European Parliament.

Bertoncini, Yves
President of the European  
Movement-France

Yves Bertoncini is an expert and Consultant on EU 
affairs, founder of YB2i Consulting. He is President of the 
Mouvement Européen-France and Vice-President of the 
European Movement International. Yves Bertoncini has 
been director of the Jacques Delors Institute between 
2011 and 2017. He is an administrator at the European 
Commission, where he has worked at the DG “Education, 
Training, Youth” and “Regional Policy”. He has worked in the 
office of the French prime minister with responsibility for 
research on Europe at the Centre d’Analyse Stratégique/
France Stratégie (2006-09), and as adviser to the 
Secretary general of European affairs (2010-11). He has 
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also worked for the French ministry of Foreign affairs, 
on the organisation of the “national dialogue for Europe” 
(1995-97) and at the French embassy in Algiers (1992-
93). He was Head of international affairs at the French 
Insurance Association (2002-05) and Director of studies 
at the Conseil de Coopération Economique (2005-06).

Billon-Galland, Alice
Policy Fellow, European  
Leadership Network

Alice Billon-Galland is a Policy Fellow at the European 
Leadership Network (ELN), where she leads the European 
Defence programme. Her current work focuses on 
transatlantic burden-sharing, EU defence initiatives, 
EU-NATO relations, and French foreign and defence 
policy. Prior to joining the ELN, Alice studied at University 
College London’s School of Public Policy, École Normale 
Supérieure, and Northwestern University. She sits on the 
Executive Board of Women in International Security UK 
(WIIS UK).

Brkić, Josip
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs  
of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Josip Brkić was appointed Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina in April 2015. He also chairs the 
Commission for NATO-integration process of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Until his appointment to the Council of Ministers 
he worked at the Herzegovina University in Mostar. Mr. Brkić 
was Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the Kingdom 
of Spain and Morocco from 2004 to 2008. Previously he 
held several senior positions at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs from 2004 to 2008, Ministry of European Integration 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2000 – April 2003 and 
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of the 
Western Herzegovina County in 2000. His professional 
involvement includes several years in business sector, 
from 2009 to 2015 holding a management positions. Since 
2015 Mr. Brkić is the international secretary of HDZ BiH - 
the Croatian Democratic Union of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and a member of the Main Board of HNS –Croatian National 
Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Mr. Brkić was born in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 1974 where he finished 
elementary and high school. He holds a law degree from the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Mostar and Master’s 
Degree in European Study from the University of Sarajevo 
and University of Bologna. He is a Ph.D. candidate in Public 
International Law at the Faculty of Law – University of 
Mostar. Mr. Brkić is married and has three sons. He speaks 
fluently English and Spanish. 2015 Mr. Brkić was awarded 
with the Royal Order of Isabella the Catholic by the King of 
Spain.

Chirico, Filomena
Member of the Cabinet of Commission 
Vice President J. Katainen,  
European Commission

Filomena Chirico is member of the Cabinet of European 
Commission’s Vice President Jyrki Katainen. She follows 
the areas of defence policy, research and innovation, 
cyberdefence and digital. Before, she was policy 
coordinator at the Secretariat General of the Commission, 
in the areas of internal market and competitiveness and 
case handler in the Commission’s Directorate-General 
for competition, dealing with telecommunication and 
transport sectors. Filomena holds a law degree from 
LUISS Guido CarliUniversity of Rome, a European 
Master in Law and Economics from the Universities of 
Rotterdam/Hamburg/Berkeley and a PhD in Institutional 
Economics from the Sapienza Università di Roma.

Cimpoca, Corina
Founder, MKOR Consulting

Corina Cimpoca is a professional with over 10 years of 
experience in marketing and market research. Corina 
holds an MBA from Cotrugli Business School, has a Public 
Relations Master’s Degree at UBB Cluj-Napoca and is 
a graduate of Political Sciences at UBB Cluj-Napoca. 
Throughout her career, she has worked with several 
organizations as a marketing manager and has initiated 
several entrepreneurial projects.
Beginning in 2013, Corina leads MKOR Consulting, Market 
Opportunity Research. MKOR offers market research 
services consisting of consumer studies (customer 
satisfaction, segmentation and target audience profile), 
competitive intelligence (competition analysis, mystery 
shopping B2B), and opportunity studies for new markets.
Starting with 2016, MKOR Consulting began to produce 
and publish its own market studies, the most popular 
being the Trends in Digital and Retail Marketing (2017 & 
2018), the Romanian Leadership Profile (2017) and the 
Ambassador Brands of Romania (2017).

Cliffe, Jeremy
Berlin Bureau Chief, The Economist

Jeremy Cliffe is Berlin Bureau Chief for The Economist 
and covers Germany and its neighbourhood. Before this 
he wrote the weekly “Bagehot” column on Britain. He has 
appeared on channels including CNN, NPR, BBC World, Al 
Jazeera, Arte, France 5, Deutschlandfunk and ZDF; and 
has written and presented documentaries for BBC Radio 
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4. Mr Cliffe previously worked at the European Parliament 
in Brussels and the Economist Intelligence Unit in New 
York. He studied at Oxford and Harvard universities. Mr 
Cliffe specializes in Britain, Europe, Politics and Public 
Policy. 

Debomy, Daniel
Associate Research Fellow,  
Institut Jacques Delors, Paris

Daniel Debomy is the founder and managing director 
of the opinion research institute OPTEM. For 25 years, 
together with his network of partners across Europe, he 
has carried out numerous qualitative studies on behalf 
of the European Commission and other organisations, 
aiming to understand the citizens’ perceptions, attitudes 
and expectations vis-a-vis the European Union and EU 
policies, in the 27 Member States and beyond. He also 
lectures on EU-related issues at several schools and 
universities.

Dlabajová, Martina
Member of the European Parliament

Martina Dlabajová is a former Czech businesswoman and 
international consultant and also former president of 
the Regional Chamber of Commerce of the Zlín Region. 
For many years she was the coordinator of the Office 
of the Zlín and Olomouc Regions in Brussels She has 
been a Member of the European Parliament since 2014. 
She is a member of the Committee on Employment and 
Social Affairs, where her work focuses mainly on youth 
employment, labour mobility and free movement of 
workers. She is the rapporteur for the posting of workers 
revision and for the committee opinion on social aspects 
of the mobility package. Martina Dlabajová is a Vice-
Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control. She was 
a rapporteur for the 2014 Commission discharge and 
her work focuses mainly on budgetary spending, cost 
effectiveness and future of the EU budget.

Dotti, Nicola Francesco 
Dynamics of Innovation, Research 
and Higher Education (DIRE), Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel

Nicola Francesco Dotti is researcher at the Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel (VUB) on Dynamics of Innovation, 
Research and Higher Education and on Institutional 
Research and Strategic Analysis for data-driven 
university governance. He is a member of the Regional 

Studies Association (RSA) and RSA Ambassador for 
Belgium, vice coordinator of the research network on 
Cohesion policy. His research areas are Geography of 
Research and Public Policy Innovations, Data-driven 
University Governance, Regional Impacts of R&I Policy, 
Informal Economy, Policy Evaluation and Territorial Impact 
Assessment, EU Policies in European Regions (Structural 
Funds and Framework Programmes), Integrated Territorial 
Perspectives of Economics and Politics in Europe.

Draganov, Petko
Director General for Political Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria

Ambassador Petko Draganov is currently the Bulgarian 
MFA’s Director-General for Political Affairs. Until 
September 2017, he served as the UN Secretary-
General’s Special Representative and Head of the United 
Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for 
Central Asia (UNRCCA) in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.
Between 2009 and 2015, he was Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD). He was previously the 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Bulgaria 
to the United Nations Office and the other International 
Organizations in Geneva (2005-2009, 1998-2001) and 
the First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria 
(2001-2005). Ambassador Draganov served as Special 
Representative of the Chairperson-in-Office of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) to the Republic of Moldova, and Alternate 
Representative of Bulgaria to the United Nations 
Security Council. From 2001 to 2005, he was President 
of the Bulgarian Commission for UNESCO.
From 1993 to 1998, Mr. Draganov was Bulgaria’s first 
Ambassador to South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia and Swaziland. He also served as 
Chargé affairs of the Bulgarian Embassy in Zimbabwe, 
worked at the West African Desk at the African 
Department of the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and was Attaché at the Bulgarian Embassy in Ghana.
Mr. Draganov holds a Master of Arts in International Law 
from the Moscow Institute for International Relations.

Drulák, Petr
Ambassador of the Czech Republic  
in France

Professor Petr Drulák, Ph.D. (1972) is the Ambassador 
of the Czech Republic in France (since February 2017). 
From 2014 to 2015 he had a position of the First Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and from 2015 to 2016 he 
was the Political Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign 

SPEAKERS



18 | PRAGUE EUROPEAN SUMMIT

Affairs. In past he had worked as a director of the 
Institute of International Relations in Prague. Since 2012 
he has been a professor of political science at Charles 
University, Prague. Among his research interests belong 
political theories, European integration and theories of 
international relations. During his rich academic career 
Petr Drulák has published many research articles in 
international journals (EJIR, JEPP, JIRD, Osteuropa) and 
books (Regional and International Relations of Central 
Europe, Palgrave, 2012; The Return of Geopolitics in 
Europe?, Cambridge University Press, 2012). In Czech 
language he wrote couple of textbooks and books, the 
latest one is Politika nezájmu: Česko a Západ v krizi, 
SLON, 2012. Nowadays, he actively contributes to Czech 
newspapers and media.

Ferrer, Jorge Nunez
Senior Research Fellow, Centre  
for European Policy Studies

Jorge Nunez Ferrer is Senior Research Fellow at the Centre 
for European Policy Studies (CEPS). He is specialised in 
EU budgetary and financial instruments, but has also 
been involved in energy policies and in particular the 
development of smart cities. He has recently supported 
the EIB as independent external advisor on the matters 
of the EU budget and led the background study for the 
High Level Group on Own Resources. He is also a member 
of the advisory group of the newly established ‘Kazarian 
Center for Public Financial Management’ bringing 
together key international specialists. Jorge holds a PhD 
from Imperial College of the University of London.

Frassoni, Monica
Co-Chair, European Green Party

Monica Frassoni has been co-chair of the European 
Greens since October 2009. She is also the president 
of the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE), a 
multi-stakeholder organisation advocating in favour of 
energy efficiency legislation, and the European Centre 
for Electoral Support, a foundation implementing projects 
of electoral assistance in developing countries. In 1999 
she was elected MEP with Ecolo, and in 2004 with the 
Federazione dei Verdi. Between 2002 and 2009 she was 
co-President of the Greens with Daniel Cohn-Bendit. As 
MEP she focused on the implementation of European 
law, citizen participation, the role of lobbies, infraction 
procedures.

Gostynska-Jakubowska, Agata
Senior Research Fellow, Centre  
for European Reform

Agata Gostyńska-Jakubowska is a senior research fellow 
at the Centre for European Reform (CER) in London. Agata 
works on the EU institutional architecture, EU decision 
making process, differentiated integration, on Polish 
European policy and UK relationship with the EU. Before 
joining the CER, Agata worked as a senior research fellow 
at the Polish Institute of International Affairs in Warsaw 
where she dealt with EU institutional affairs.
She has participated in numerous collaborative projects 
funded by i.a. International Visegrad Fund, the European 
Commission, as well as by Norway grants. Agata is also 
a core member of the Reshaping European Democracy 
project – an initiative of Carnegie’s Democracy and Rule 
of Law Program and Carnegie Europe.
Before joining the CER, Agata worked as a senior research 
fellow at the Polish Institute of International Affairs in 
Warsaw where she dealt with EU institutional affairs. Prior 
that Agata worked for international law firm in Warsaw. 
She holds masters degrees in law and international 
relations, both obtained at Warsaw University.    

Herszenhorn, David
Chief Brussels Correspondent, Politico

David M. Herszenhorn is chief Brussels correspondent 
of POLITICO. Before joining POLITICO, David worked for 
more than 20 years at The New York Times, as a reporter, 
Washington correspondent and foreign correspondent 
based in Moscow. During stints in Washington, D.C. from 
2007 to 2011, and 2015-16, David covered Congress and 
US politics and policy, including coverage of the financial 
crisis in 2008, the bank bailouts and auto industry 
bailouts, the economic stimulus plan, the Dodd-Frank 
financial regulation overhaul, and the development and 
passage of the Affordable Care Act, aka Obamacare, as 
well as numerous budget fights and stand-offs over the 
debt ceiling. As a foreign correspondent based in Moscow 
from 2011 to 2015, David was responsible for coverage of 
the former Soviet Union, including Vladimir Putin’s return 
to the presidency, the white-ribbon street protests in 
Moscow, the Sochi Winter Olympics and the uprising and 
revolution in Ukraine, including the annexation of Crimea. 
He started at The New York Times in 1991 as a copyboy, 
and later worked as a reporter throughout the New York 
City region. Assignments included: New York City police 
headquarters; City Hall; New Jersey; Connecticut; and 
the New York City public school system. Born and raised 
in Flushing, N.Y., David graduated from New York City 
public schools, including Townsend Harris High School 
in Queens, and later from Dartmouth College. He has 
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served as a director of the Board of Proprietors of The 
Dartmouth. Inc., the daily student newspaper and also as 
chairman and president of the Townsend Harris Alumni 
Association. David lives in Brussels with his wife and 
three sons.

Hillion, Christophe
Professor of European Law – Oslo and 
Leiden Universities, Researcher at 
Swedish Institute for European Policy 
Studies

Christophe Hillion is Professor of European Law at the 
universities of Leiden and Oslo, research professor at the 
Norwegian Institute of International studies (NUPI) and 
senior researcher at the Swedish Institute for European 
Policy Studies (SIEPS). He has published on external 
relations and constitutional law of the European Union. 
His present research focuses on the implications of 
Brexit for the European integration process, as well as on 
the protection of the rule of law and fundamental rights 
in the EU, and in its external action.

Hoffmann, Isabell
Senior Expert, Head of the Research 
Project eupinions, Bertelsmann 
Foundation

Isabell founded eupinions (an independent platform 
for European public opinion) in 2015 as a project of 
Bertelsmann Stiftung in cooperation with Catherine E. 
de Vries of Essex University and Nico Jaspers of Dalia 
Research. As an expert researcher on democracy and 
legitimacy in the European Union, she has managed 
research projects on the role of national parliaments 
in the EU as well as the origins and impact of populism, 
nationalism and authoritarianism in Europe. Isabell 
studied political science and economics at the Institut 
d’études politiques de Paris (Sciences Po). Before joining 
Bertelsmann Stiftung in 2008, she worked as a political 
editor for the German weekly newspaper Die Zeit.

Inotai, András
Former Research Professor,  
Institute of World Economy,  
Hungarian Academy of Sciences

András Inotai is a former Director General of the Institute 
of World Economy (between 1991 and 2011). Between 
1989 and 1991 he was a Member of Staff in the trade 
policy department at The World Bank in Washington D.C. 
He was also a professor in Peru (1972-73), Mexico (1980) 
and at the Columbia University in New York (2002). Inotai 
acted as the Head of the Strategic Task Force on European 
Integration in the Government of Hungary (1995-98). He 

is a member of various scientific and advisory councils 
and editorial boards of international journals. His books, 
research papers, policy-oriented studies and articles 
focus on developments in and future of the European 
Union, its enlargement, new member countries, impact 
of globalization, new regionalism, Hungarian economy or 
V-4 cooperation.

Janning, Josef
Senior Policy Fellow and Head of 
Office, European Council on Foreign 
Relations – Berlin

Josef Janning joined the European Council on Foreign 
Relations (ECFR) in April 2014 as Senior Policy Fellow in 
the Berlin Office. 2013/2014 he was a Mercator Fellow 
at the German Council on Foreign Relations. Prior to 
that he served as Director of Studies at the European 
Policy Centre in Brussels. Between 2001 and 2010 
Josef has lead the international policy work as Senior 
Director of the Bertelsmann Stiftung, a major private 
German foundation. He has worked with leading think 
tanks in Europe, the US and Asia, and engaged in and lead 
various international study groups, high-level groups and 
commissions on European affairs, global governance, 
transformation to democracy, security and defence 
policy and transatlantic relations.

Jourová, Věra
European Commissioner for Justice, 
Consumers and Gender Equality

Věra Jourová is currently European Commissioner for 
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality. In 2014, before 
arriving to the European Commission, Ms Jourová held 
the position of Minister for Regional Development in the 
Czech Republic. Previous to this, from 2006 to 2013, 
she worked in her own company as an international 
consultant on European Union funding, and was also 
involved in consultancy activities in the Western Balkans 
relating to the European Union Accession. She holds a 
Degree in Law (Mgr.) and a Master’s degree (Mgr.) in the 
Theory of Culture from the Charles University, Prague.

Jozwiak, Rikard
Brussels Correspondent,  
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Rikard Jozwiak is the Brussels Correspondent for 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). RFE/RL is 
an American media organization broadcasting news 
in 21 countries where a free press is banned by the 
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government or not fully established such as Belarus, Iran 
and Russia. Jozwiak is responsible for daily reporting from 
the EU institutions and NATO about the latest political 
developments. Prior to joining RFE/RL, he worked as the 
press officer at EU office of Amnesty International and 
as a reporter for European Voice covering EU affairs. 
Jozwiak has a Masters in Journalism from the University 
of Lund, Sweden and a Masters in European Politics from 
the College of Europe. He speaks English, French, Polish 
and Swedish.

Karnitschnig, Matthew
Chief Europe Correspondent, Politico

Matthew Karnitschnig is POLITICO’s chief Europe 
correspondent, based in Berlin. He joined the publication 
in 2015 from the Wall Street Journal, where he spent 15 
years in a variety of positions as a reporter and editor in 
the U.S. and Europe. In a career spanning two decades, 
Karnitschnig has been on the front lines of some of the 
defining political and economic stories of our time.
In 2008, he covered the fall of Lehman Brothers and the 
financial crisis that ensued. He was part of a team of 
Journal reporters that won a Gerald Loeb award and was 
named a Pulitzer finalist for National Reporting in 2009. 
He subsequently spearheaded the WSJ’s coverage of 
the eurozone debt crisis as the paper’s Germany bureau 
chief and European economics editor. He led the team that 
was named a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in International 
Reporting in 2011 and won an Overseas Press Club award 
in 2012. Karnitschnig previously worked as a journalist 
for BusinessWeek, Reuters and Bloomberg.
The son of an Austrian father and American mother, he 
grew up in Arizona, where he got his start reporting as a 
stringer for the Phoenix Gazette during high school.

Káčer, Rastislav
Honorary Chairman of Board, 
GLOBSEC

Ambassador Rastislav Káčer has become Ambassador 
of Slovakia to Hungary in October 2013. He has served 
as President and Chairman of the Slovak Atlantic 
Commission since 2008, after completion of his five-
year term in Washington D.C. as Ambassador of Slovakia 
to the United States. Prior to this, Mr Káčer served at 
different decision-making levels for 16 years. He began 
his career as a policy analyst at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, rising to Head of the Analytical Unit. Between 
1994 and 1998, he served at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels and on his return from Brussels became Head 
of Policy Planning Staff and Director General for Security 
Policy and Multilateral Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. In 2001, he became Secretary of State at the 
Ministry of Defence responsible for the negotiation and 
accession process of Slovakia to NATO. In July 2008, 
Mr Káčer was elected President of the Slovak Atlantic 
Commission, which is a member of the Atlantic Treaty 
Association. He is widely recognised as an expert on 
U.S. domestic and foreign policy, transatlantic relations, 
defence and security issues.

Khan, Mehreen
Brussels Correspondent,  
Financial Times

Mehreen Khan is the Brussels correspondent for the 
Financial Times since 2017 and has been working at the 
FT for two years. She writes about the eurozone, EU 
institutions, and tech policy.

Kobilicová, Martina
Director General, International 
Cooperation Department, Ministry  
of Finance of the Slovak Republic

Martina Kobilicová is the Director General of International 
Cooperation Department at the Ministry of Finance of 
the Slovak Republic. She is responsible for international 
aspects of the Ministry’s engagement, be it European 
policies, international financial institutions, or the official 
development cooperation, with focus on management 
of public finance. Working at the Ministry of Finance 
since 2008, she held a position of advisor at the 
Financial Policy Institute and economic counsellor at the 
Permanent Representation to the OECD in Paris, among 
others. Before joining the state administration she had 
worked in both private and civic sectors as well as in 
international institutions. Martina is a board member of 
various international institutions, including Council of 
Europe Development Bank.

Korosteleva, Elena
Professor, Jean Monnet Chair of 
European Politics, Director, Global 
Europe Centre, University of Kent

Elena Korosteleva is Professor of International Politics, 
Jean Monnet Chair of European Politics, and Director of 
the Global Europe Centre at the School of Politics and 
International Relations, University of Kent. Elena is an LSE 
IDEAS Visiting Professor and Executive Board Member 
for the GLOBSEC. She has recently been awarded a large 
GCRF RCUK grant (2017-21) to study good governance 
and resilience in the eastern region and Central Asia. Her 
research interests include the concepts of governance/
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governmentality; resilience and sustainability; democracy 
promotion and capacity-building. Elena’s most recent 
monographs include ‘Resilience as a new turn in EU 
governance’, Journal of IR and Development; The Politics 
and The Political of the Eastern Partnership Initiative: re-
shaping the agenda and ‘Putting the EU Global Security 
Strategy to test: ‘Cooperative orders’ and othering in EU-
Russia relations’, International Politics.

Kortenska, Elitsa
Ph.D. Candidate at Leiden University, 
Faculty of Governance and Global 
Affairs

Elitsa is a Ph.D. Researcher at the Institute of Public 
Administration at Leiden University. She is part of the 
Leiden University team of scholars, working on an 
international research consortium titled “Maximizing 
the integration Capacity of European Union, Lessons of 
and Prospects of Enlargement and Beyond” (MAXCAP), 
funded under European Commission’s 7th FP. Her 
research focuses on citizens’ perceptions and discourses 
towards European integration and the future of the 
European projects.
Elitsa’s broad research interests cover various European 
integration topics, EU Eastern Enlargement and European 
citizens’ responses to EU institutions and policies – 
support, trust or indifference. Her research spans over 
EU migration dynamics, policies and crises responses. 
As part of the MAXCAP Leiden University team, led 
by Prof. Dr. Antoaneta Dimitrova and co-coordinator 
of the consortium, Elitsa has been responsible for 
the coordination, management, organization and 
dissemination of the broader research project and 
worked on a broad range of topics related to the European 
integration capacity. Her research on the discourses 
provided insightful policy recommendations for the 
future of EU enlargement related to citizens perceptions, 
attitudes and discourse.
Elitsa has completed two BA degrees at the American 
University in Bulgaria and obtained her MSc degree 
at the very institute she is just completing her Ph.D. 
dissertation. During her undergraduate studies, Elitsa 
was a reporter in Bulgaria national radio and television.

Kottova, Karolina
Head of Political Section, 
Representation of the European 
Commission

Karolina Kottova has been working for the European 
Commission since 2005. She advised EC Vice President 
Franco Frattini as a member of his cabinet from 2005 
to 2008, as well as Commissioner Cecilia Malmström in 
2010 and 2011 in the field of migration management and 
border protection. Then she worked as a coordinating 

spokesperson of the European Commission in Brussels 
and from 2014 as a spokeswoman of the Commission in 
the Czech Republic. Currently she head political section 
at the European Commission Representation in the 
Czech Republic. Mrs Kottova graduated in International 
Relations from the University of Trieste and specialised 
in EU Affairs at the College of Europe. She also worked 
for the United Nations in Kosovo from 2001 to 2003 and 
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic 
from 2003 to 2005 as a part of the EU accession team.

Korčok, Ivan
State Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign and European Affairs of the 
Slovak Republic

Ivan Korčok is a State Secretary of the Ministry Foreign 
and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. Since 
2017, Mr. Korčok also serves as a Minister of Foreign 
and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. Between 
May and December 2016, he served as Government 
Plenipotentiary for the Slovak Presidency in the Council 
of the EU. Prior to these assignments, he was assigned 
the post of Permanent Representative of the Slovak 
Republic to the EU (2009-2015) and Slovak Ambassador 
to Germany (2005-2009). In 2003, he was Head of 
Delegation of the Slovak Republic on Accession Talks to 
NATO and the Member of the European Convention in 
Brussels.
Ambassador Korčok began his career in 1992 at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he held many senior 
positions including Director of the Department for Policy 
Planning and Analysis in 1997-1998, Director General of 
the Directorate General for International Organizations 
and Security Policy in 2001-2002, and State Secretary 
in 2002-2004. Mr. Korčok is a Founding Member of 
the Centre for European Affairs and the Tatra Summit 
Conference. He is also a Member of the Scientific Council 
of the University of Economics in Bratislava. 

Lehn, Jean-Marie
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

Prof. Jean-Marie Pierre Lehn, Ph.D. is a Professor at the 
University of Strasbourg Institute for Advanced Study 
(USIAS), Honorary Professor at the Collège de France 
in Paris and Emeritus Professor at the University of 
Strasbourg. He has been the Chairman of Chemistry of 
Molecular Interactions at the Collège de France in Paris 
since 1979. In 1968, he achieved the synthesis of cage-
like molecules (cryptands) containing a cavity (crypt) into 
which another entity, molecule or ion of specific nature, 
can be lodged, forming a cryptate. Over the years his 
studies led to the definition of a new field of chemistry, 
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which he called “supramolecular chemistry”. It deals with 
the complex entities formed by the association of two or 
more chemical species held together by intermolecular 
forces. In 1987, Jean Marie Lehn was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry, together with Donald Cram and 
Charles J. Pedersen.
Professor Lehn founded the Institut de Science et 
d’Ingénierie Supramoléculaires (ISIS) in Strasbourg in 
2002. He has been involved in a large number of public and 
private boards and committees as well as participated in 
several start-up companies. As a president of the non-
governmental organization International Organization 
for Chemical Sciences in Development (IOCD), he aims, 
together with a group of dedicated colleagues, to 
contribute to helping chemists in developing countries. 
Author of more than 900 scientific publications and 
2 books, Lehn is a member of many academies and 
institutions. He has received numerous international 
honours and awards, among them Officier de l’Ordre 
National du Mérite (1993), Commandeur de la Légion 
d’Honneur (1996), Österreichisches Ehrenzeichen für 
Wissenschaft und Kunst, (first class) (2001) and the 
Grosses Verdienstkreuz mit Stern der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland (2009).

Leszczyna-Rzucidlo, Magda
Project Manager, “Pomorskie in the 
European Union” Association

Magda Leszczyna-Rzucidlo is the Project Manager 
and Coordinator of the Smart Blue Regions project for 
the Pomorskie Region. In 2012, she obtained her PhD 
in Political Science, her research concentrated on the 
political and economic relations in the Baltic Sea Region. 
She is an Academic lecturer, NGO activist and a great 
enthusiast of Baltic Sea regional integration.

Lokar, Sonja
Member of Executive Council  
of the Women’s Lobby of Slovenia

Sonja Lokar is an internationally renowned expert 
on gender equality and women’s empowerment. A 
sociologist, professor of the French language, a politician 
and a civil society activist, Sonja was elected twice to the 
Slovenian parliament and was Secretary General of the 
Social Democratic Party of Slovenia

Macháček, Jan
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Institute for Politics and Society

Jan Macháček is an analyst for the daily newspaper 
Lidové noviny. Before, he worked for Respekt, which 
he co-founded after the Velvet revolution. His main 
fields of interest are political economy, the Eurozone 
crisis, European integration etc. He publishes his daily 
online column, Monitor, for Lidové noviny. He teaches 
journalism at NYU Prague. During the communist era, he 
was a vocal dissent of the regime and is a signatory of 
Charta 77. He was involved in samizdat publishing and 
underground music culture. He is currently the Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees at the Institute for Politics and 
Society and formerly, he was the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees at the Václav Havel Library. He has been 
repeatedly awarded as the best journalist in the country 
(for instance, he received the Ferdinand Peroutka Award 
in 2010).

Marini, Adelina
Editor-in-Chief, Euinside.eu

Adelina Marini is a journalist with a focus on foreign 
policy and the EU. She started her career in the Bulgarian 
National Radio where she covered foreign policy and the 
EU. In 2009 she founded www.euinside.eu, a website for 
European politics and economics, the aim of which is to 
show how the EU decision-making works. All publications 
on the website are in English and Bulgarian. Adelina Marini 
was a guest lecturer in the MA programme of the Faculty 
for Journalism and Mass Communication at the Sofia 
University for 4 years. Currently, Adelina Marini lives in 
Zagreb, Croatia.

Maurice, Eric
Editor-in-Chief, EUobserver

Eric Maurice is editor in chief of EUobserver. Before joining 
the Brussels-based news website, he was editor in chief 
of Presseurop, a pan-European and multilingual media 
project. A graduate from the Paris Sorbonne University 
in history of international relations and the Paris Ecole 
Supérieure de journalisme, he started his career at the 
French weekly Courrier International, where he was 
successively in charge of the French, US and Western 
Europe desks.
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McKay, Aileen
Writer, English Tutor and Member, 
Young European Collective

Aileen is a freelance English tutor, editor, researcher and 
adventurer based in Glasgow, Scotland. Her academic 
work largely focuses on masculinities and advertising 
(both together and separately), but she also has a keen 
interest in the workings of N/nationalisms - particularly 
via mainstream media. In terms of her own work, Aileen 
welcomes opportunities for inter-disciplinary and cross-
border collaborations. She is a passionate advocate for an 
independent, European, feminist, sustainable Scotland.

Mitchell, A. Wess
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of 
European and Eurasian Affairs, U.S. 
Department of State

Dr. A. Wess Mitchell took the oath of office as Assistant 
Secretary of State on October 12, 2017. As Assistant 
Secretary he is responsible for diplomatic relations with 50 
countries in Europe and Eurasia, and with NATO, the EU and 
the OSCE. Prior to joining the State Department, Dr. Mitchell 
spent twelve years at the Center for European Policy 
Analysis, a think-tank dedicated to the study of Central 
Europe. A co-founder of CEPA, he served as President and 
CEO from 2009 to 2017 and Director of Research from 2006 
to 2009. Dr. Mitchell played an instrumental role in CEPA’s 
growth to become a leading transatlantic think-tank with 
offices in Washington, DC and Warsaw, Poland. From 2013 to 
2016, Dr. Mitchell chaired the Europe Working Group for the 
John Hay Initiative. He also served on advisory boards for 
several U.S. and European institutes, including the Zbigniew 
Brzezinski Institute for Geostrategy, the Slovak Atlantic 
Commission, the Prague Center for Transatlantic Relations, 
Atlantic Initiative Berlin and the Alexander Hamilton Society.
Dr. Mitchell is the author of numerous articles and reports 
on transatlantic relations and international security. His 
work has been translated into ten languages and appeared 
in major publications such as the Washington Post, 
Washington Times, International Herald Tribune, American 
Interest, National Interest, Orbis and Internationale Politik. He 
is the co-author of two books on geopolitics, including most 
recently Unquiet Frontier: Vulnerable Allies, Rising Rivals 
and the Crisis of American Power (with Jakub J. Grygiel). 
His third book will be published in 2018. Dr. Mitchell holds: 
a Ph.D. in Political Science from the Otto Suhr Institut für 
Politikwissenschaft at Freie Universität in Berlin, Germany; 
a M.A. from the Center for German and European Studies at 
Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign 
Service, where he was awarded the 2004 Hopper Award; a 
certificate in EU Studies from the American Consortium on 
European Union Studies; and a B.A. in History from Texas 
Tech University. He speaks German and has studied Dutch 
and Czech.

Mirel, Pierre
Honorary Director-General, 
European Commission

Pierre Mirel (1946) PhD in Public Law. He served at 
the French embassies in Cairo (1971-74) and in Saigon 
(1974-76), then at the International Institute for Public 
Administration, Paris (1977-81).
He joined the European Commission in 1981, where he 
spent a large part of his career on EU enlargement: 
setting up the PHARE assistance programme; Head of 
relations with Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania; Director 
for the accession negotiations with Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia, then for Croatia and 
Turkey. In 2006, he took over the relations with Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro and Serbia, 
until he retired end 2013.
Lecturer at Sciences Politiques-Paris since 2010, he 
has published “L’Egypte des Ruptures” (1982) and a 
chapter on “the EU enlargement and neighbourhood 
policies” in Jacques Rupnik’s book “Géopolitique de la 
Démocratisation, l’Europe et ses voisinages” (Presses de 
Sciences Politiques-Paris, November 2014).

Mooz, Petr
Head of Communication Unit, 
Directorate-General for Budget

Petr Mooz has been the head of the Communication 
Unit of the Directorate-General for Budget (European 
Commission) from February 2011, where he also worked 
as the advisor to the Director General. Between 2005 and 
2010, he worked in various managerial posts in the BSC 
Prague company. For 12 years, he was also part of the 
Czechoslovak (Czech) diplomacy, such as the director of 
the Department for Security Policy or a Deputy Director 
of the Czech Ambassador in Austria. He also worked in 
the international Secretariat of OSCE – The Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Morari, Daniela
State Secretary for European 
Integration, Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs and European Integration  
of the Republic of Moldova

Daniela Morari is a career diplomat within the Moldovan 
Foreign Service and since November 2017 serves as State 
Secretary for European Integration. From March 2016 to 
November 2017 she was appointed as Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and European Integration in charge of 
European Integration and Treaties/International Law. In 
2015 - 2016 she worked as Director General for European 
Integration, in 2013 - 2015 as Deputy Director General of 
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the General Directorate for European Integration, 2010 
- 2013 as Head of Unit for Political Cooperation with EU 
within the same General Directorate. In 2007 - 2010, 
she was counsellor within the Moldovan Mission to the 
EU. In 2004 - 2007, she served in the Department for 
European Integration in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova.
Daniela Morari was part of the negotiating team and 
subsequently responsible for the overall coordination 
and monitoring of the implementation of the EU-Moldova 
Association Agreement.
She was the national coordinator of the Visa Liberalisation 
Process and Mobility Partnership with EU.

Ntousas, Vassilis
International Relations Policy Advisor, 
Foundation for European Progressive 
Studies

Vassilis is International Relations Policy Advisor at the 
Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS), 
where he coordinates various international projects and 
activities and conducts political research.
Vassilis received his MSc in International Relations from 
the London School of Economics in 2011, specialising 
mainly in foreign policy analysis and international security 
issues. He had previously received a First Class Honours 
for his BA in International Relations and Politics from the 
University of Sheffield in 2008. Prior to joining FEPS, 
Vassilis worked as senior communications and political 
advisor at the Municipality of Thessaloniki, Greece, 
providing advice in the areas of international affairs and 
intercity diplomatic relations. He has extensive experience 
in strategic and tactical political communications, with a 
particular focus on crafting comprehensive, tailor-made 
messaging, engagement and outreach strategies.
Vassilis began his career in Brussels taking part in a 
traineeship at the Secretariat General of the European 
Commission, where he carried out political analysis on 
the proceeding of various committees of the European 
Parliament, related to international affairs. Following 
this, he worked as a public affairs consultant at APCO 
Worldwide, representing a variety of high-profile clients, 
advising on policy-making and regulatory processes 
within the EU institutional landscape.

Ondarza, Nicolai von
Head of EU/Europe Research Division, 
German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs (SWP)

Dr. Nicolai von Ondarza is Head of the Research Unit EU/
Europe at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP). 
He previously worked at the Bundeswehr Institute for 
Social Sciences and the European University Viadrina 
of Frankfurt Oder. He is currently a lecturer in the 

Postgraduate Programme European Studies organized 
jointly by the three Berlin Universities. At SWP, his 
expertise focuses on governance of the European Union, 
British EU politics and the EU’s Common Security and 
Defence Policy. Recent publications include “Brexit by 
Brussels”, “Reforming the European Parliament” and 
“Euro-sceptics in Power. Integration-critical Parties in 
the European Parliament and National Governments.”

Pěchouček, Michal
Professor of Computer Science, CVUT

Prof. Ing. Michal Pěchouček, M.Sc, Dr. is a professor of 
Computer Science at the Czech Technical University in 
Prague. He has been studying and working at several 
foreign universities. He has been running several research 
contracts funded by the FAA and has collaborated 
on two additional research grants funded by NASA - 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration. He is 
the co-founder and the investor of several successful 
start-ups in the field of artificial intelligence. He was a 
director of the R&D centre of artificial intelligence and 
computer security of Cisco in Prague and a strategist for 
new technologies as well. He is also a Founding Director 
of the Open Informatics, a research oriented computer 
science study programme at CTU-FEL. In 2015 he has 
been put on the New Europe 100, the list of outstanding 
challengers who are leading world class innovation from 
Central and Eastern Europe.

Pucciatti, Leonardo
Prague Payables Center Manager, 
ExxonMobil Business Support Center 
Czechia

Leonardo Pucciatti has functional responsibility for all 
the ExxonMobil Payables activities for Europe, Africa, 
Middle East and Latin America.
Leonardo earned a university degree in Economics 
from the LUISS University in Rome in 1987. He joined 
ExxonMobil in 1991. His career included assignments in 
Italy and Czech Republic and span across functions like 
Controllers and Procurement. In July, 2016 Leonardo was 
appointed to the position of Prague Payables Manager.

Puglierin, Jana
Head of Alfred von Oppenheim Center 
for European Policy Studies, German 
Council on Foreign Relations

Dr. Jana Puglierin is head of the Alfred von Oppenheim 
Center for European Policy Studies at the German 
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Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP). Prior to this she was 
a program officer at the DGAP’s Future Forum Berlin, 
temporarily heading the program from January until 
August 2014. Before joining DGAP she was an advisor 
on disarmament, arms control, and non-proliferation 
at the German Bundestag, where she also worked on 
matters relating to German and European foreign and 
security policy. Between 2003 and 2010, she worked as 
a researcher and lecturer in Bonn University’s political 
science and contemporary history department as well 
as in the University’s North American studies program. 
In November 2017 she was a GMF / AICGS Visiting Fellow 
to the “American-German Situation Room”. She is a 
member of the extended board of Women in International 
Security (WIIS.de) and an alumna of the ZEIT Foundation 
Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius as well as an alumna of the 
“Young Foreign Policy Experts” network of the Konrad-
Adenauer-Foundation.

Puyet, Kelig
Director, Social Platform

Kélig Puyet is Director of Social Platform, the largest 
alliance of European rights- and value-based civil society 
organisations working in the social sector. Comprised of 
49 European networks, Social Platform advocates for EU 
policies that are developed in partnership with the people 
they affect, respecting fundamental rights, promoting 
solidarity and improving lives. She manages the strategic 
and policy direction of Social Platform towards a social, 
sustainable and inclusive EU that leaves no one behind. 
Ms Puyet has acquired extensive experience of the 
civil society sector and the impact that EU and national 
policies have on people in vulnerable situations. Prior to 
joining Social Platform, she was Head of Global Advocacy 
at SOS Children’s Villages International and she has been 
actively involved in the work of different organisations 
including the European Youth Forum, Eurochild, Concord 
and the International Civil Society Centre.
Ms Puyet holds a master’s degree in law from the Robert 
Schuman University in Strasbourg, and a European 
master’s degree in human rights and democratisation 
from the Interdepartmental Centre on Human Rights and 
the Rights of People (University of Padova) and the Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Law (University of Lund).

Read, Charles
Gulliver Columnist, The Economist

Dr. Charles Read works as Gulliver Columnist for the 
Economist. He is also Bye Fellow at the University of 

Cambridge and visiting senior scholar at Hertford College 
of the University of Oxford. His research and teaching 
interests focus on the economic history of the British 
Isles in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. His 
current research examines the economic causes and 
political consequences of financial crises in the United 
Kingdom in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The 
research for his doctoral thesis, entitled British Economic 
Policy and Ireland, c.1841-53, has won the Thirsk-
Feinstein PhD Dissertation Prize, the T.S. Ashton Prize for 
the best Economic History Review article and the New 
Researcher Prize of the Economic History Society. 

Renda, Andrea
Senior Research Fellow and Head of 
Regulatory Policy, CEPS and Chair for 
Digital Innovation, College of Europe

Andrea Renda is a Senior Research Fellow and Head of 
Global Governance, Regulation, Innovation and the Digital 
Economy at the Centre for European Policy Studies 
(CEPS). From September 2017, he holds the Chair for 
Digital Innovation at the College of Europe. Over the 
past two decades, he has provided academic advice to 
several institutions, including the European Commission, 
the European Parliament, the OECD, the World Bank and 
several national governments around the world. He holds 
a Ph.D. degree in Law and Economics awarded by the 
Erasmus University Rotterdam.

Ross, Tim
Brexit and UK politics journalist, 
Bloomberg

Tim Ross reports U.K. politics and Brexit for Bloomberg. 
Based in Westminster as a political journalist since 
2011, he has worked for the Daily Telegraph and Sunday 
Telegraph and wrote the acclaimed book on the 2015 
election, Why the Tories Won. He lives in London with his 
wife and their two sons. 
Schneider, Jiří - Executive Director, Aspen Institute 
Central Europe
Jiří Schneider is the Executive Director of Aspen Institute 
Central Europe. From 1990 to 1992 he was a Member 
of the Czechoslovak Federal Assembly. Since 1993 
he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech 
Republic; he served as Ambassador to Israel (1995-1998) 
and the First Deputy Foreign Minister (2010-2014). He 
was closely associated with the Prague Security Studies 
Institute (PSSI), Program Director (2005-2010) and 
Senior Fellow and Director of Special Projects (2014-
2015). He graduated at The Czech Technical University 
(ČVUT) and obtained a Diploma in Religious Studies from 
University of Cambridge.
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Sedláček, Tomáš
Economist

Tomas Sedlacek gained international fame for his award-
winning, bestselling book “Economics of Good and Evil: 
The Quest for Economic Meaning from Gilgamesh to 
Wall Street” (Oxford University Press, 2011) which was 
translated into 21 languages and received the prestigious 
German “Wirtschaftsbuchpreis” at Frankfurt Book Fair 
for its original philosophical contribution to economics. 
He was listed among the top 100 most influential global 
thinkers (Top 100 Thought Leaders, GDI). Born in 1977 in 
Prague, Sedlacek became, at the age of 24, an economic 
advisor of Czech president Václav Havel. Later he became 
a member of the National Economic Council, advisory 
body to the Czech Prime Minister. During his fellowship at 
Yale University, Yale Economic Review ranked him among 
five hot young minds in economics. 
Mr. Sedlacek currently works as a chief macroeconomic 
strategist at Czech commercial bank CSOB. Tomas 
Sedlacek was a member of Program Council for New 
Economic Thinking of World Economic Forum that 
meets in Davos and a member of an advisory body to EC 
president Barroso on New Narrative for Europe. He often 
lectures at universities and sits on boards of many non-
profit organizations. In addition, he works as columnist 
for leading Czech economic daily. A widely sought-after 
media commentator and an entertaining and engaging 
speaker, Tomas travels the world to debate burning 
questions of current economics with glitch mirrors from 
the deepest mythological past, philosophies and beliefs 
which he likes to combine with variety of other current 
fields. 

Smetana, Zbyněk
Director, EU Economic Policy 
Coordination Department,  
Office of the Government  
of the Czech Republic

Zbyněk Smetana works as a Director of EU Economic 
Policy Coordination Department at the Office of the 
Government. He graduated from the Faculty of Social 
Science at the Masaryk University in the field of 
European studies. After graduation in 2011, he started 
his professional carrier at the Ministry of Finance where 
he worked at the European Affairs Department. He was 
responsible for coordination of European affairs at the 
Ministry and preparation of ECOFIN Council meetings. In 
2017 he came to the Office of Government. At his current 
position, he is in charge of preparation and coordination of 
Czech position in the following areas: Brexit negotiations, 
Digital Single Market agenda, and coordination of the EU 
economic policy (European Semester).

Spinant, Dana
Director, Directorate-General REGIO, 
European Commission

Dana Spinant is director in charge of budget, 
communication and general affairs, at the European 
Commission’s Directorate General for Regional and Urban 
Policy since February 2017. Before that, she was head 
of unit in charge of irregular migration and return policy 
(2015 to February 2017) and head of unit in charge of 
drugs policy (2010-2015) at the European Commission.
Before joining the Commission in 2009, Dana was a 
journalist and editor for various media as well as working 
in academia. She was the Editor of European Voice, a 
weekly newspaper focusing on EU matters belonging to 
The Economist Group, between 2004 and 2009, having 
starting to work for the newspaper as Deputy Editor in 
2002. Before that she spent two years as deputy editor 
of Brussels-based news service EUobserver.com.
In parallel, Dana worked, between 1998 and 2008, as 
political commentator for three Romanian TV stations – 
Antena 1, ProTV and Realitatea TV. She started her career 
in journalism in Bucharest, Romania, at TV5-TV Sigma in 
1992, and moved on to join Antena 1 as Editor-in-Chief 
of the news department in 1996. In 1998-2001 Dana 
was also a teaching assistant at the College of Europe 
in Bruges, following her studies there. Dana studied 
journalism and communication at the University of 
Bucharest. She then obtained two masters degrees, from 
the Institut Européen des Hautes Etudes Internationales 
(Nice) and the College of Europe (Bruges).

Stropnický, Martin
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
of the Czech Republic

Mr. Martin Stropnický is Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Czech Republic. He previously served as Minister of 
Defence. Mr. Stropnický represented the Czech Republic 
as an Ambassador to Portugal (1993-1994), Italy (1994-
1997) and the Holy See (1999-2002). Between 2003 
and 2012, Mr. Martin Stropnický worked as Director of 
the Vinohrady Threatre in Prague. He has been member 
of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic since 
2013. Mr. Stropnický also occupied the post of Minister 
of Culture in the 1998 caretaker government. Mr. Martin 
Stropnický graduated from the Theatre Faculty of the 
Academy of Performing Arts in Prague in 1980. He then 
attended the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. He is a 
member of the political movement Action for Dissatisfied 
Citizens. 
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Šitera, Daniel
Researcher, Institute of International 
Relations Prague

Daniel Šitera is a Coordinator of the Centre for Political 
Economy of the Institute of International Relations and 
a Lecturer at the Charles University in Prague. He was a 
Policy Officer at the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the 
Czech Republic and served simultaneously as a National 
Expert in the Council of the EU (Competitiveness and 
Growth). He has been also a Ph.D. Candidate in Global 
Studies at the University of Leipzig.

Vajnai, Viktoria 
Public Affairs Consultant,  
Dr2 Consultants

Viktoria has over 10 years of experience in EU public 
affairs. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economic 
Diplomacy and a Master’s degree in International 
Relations.
Viktoria comes from Hungary where she started her career 
in international and EU affairs. She moved to Brussels 
is 2011 and worked for the European Commission, then 
joined the Association of European Airlines as a member 
of the political team of the Association as Manager 
External Relations and Consumer Affairs. Viktoria joins 
Dr2 Consultants from Qatar Airways where she spent 
the last year as Manager of Aeropolitical and Regulatory 
Affairs for Europe.
Viktoria has comprehensive experience with the EU 
public affairs, communication and strategic management. 
At Dr2 Consultants she is advising a wide range of clients 
on their Public Affairs needs.

Vranken, Bram
Researcher and Campaigner, 
Vredesactie

Bram Vranken is a campaigner and researcher with the 
Belgian peace organisation Vredesactie. He closely 
monitors the defence industry, European defence 
policies and the European arms trade.

Wojcik, Kasia
Theatre artist, Elected Board Member 
of the Democracy in Europe Movement 
2025 (DiEM25) in Germany

Kasia Wojcik is studying at the Freie Universität Berlin and 
works for various independent theatre projects, focusing 
on the relationship between theatre and politics. She is 
part of the dramaturgical team of “The General Assembly” 
by the director Milo Rau and assisting in the Performing 
Arts Program Berlin. She has been an active member of 
the Democracy in Europe Movement 2025 (DiEM25) since 
its founding. She organized various events, workshops 
and lectures in collaboration with artists, academics 
and activists, building a network of progressive city and 
citizen initiatives, parties and movements in Berlin and 
beyond. Her main political interest is the strengthening 
of feminist and migrant voices in a Europe based on 
solidarity and equality.

Wintour, Patrick
Diplomatic Editor, The Guardian

Patrick Wintour has been the Guardian’s Diplomatic Editor 
for past two years. The previous 10 years was Political 
Editor of the Guardian and prior to that, Political Editor of 
the Observer.

Zadorozhny (Movsesjan), Karin
Researcher, Masaryk University

Karina is studying at the Masaryk University in Brno. She 
is conducting research on DNA protein called RAD51 
which affects growth of tumours. Through her research 
she hopes to target the process of aging and extend 
health-span and life-span of people. In 2017, while still 
at high school, she received the European Union Contest 
for Young Scientists established by the European 
Commission.

Zahradník, Petr
Member of the European Economic  
and Social Committee

Petr Zahradník is a Member of the European Economic 
and Social Committee where he represents the Czech 
Chamber of Commerce. He is also a Member of the 
Scientific Council at the Faculty of Finance and Accounting 
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at the University of Economics in Prague and from 2001 
to 2013 he was lecturing the economy of transformation 
and integration at New York University. Moreover, he is 
also a member of the Economic and Strategic Analysis 
Team in Česká spořitelna (Erste Group).

Zala, Boris
Member of European Parliament

Doc. PhDr. Boris Zala CSc. is a Member of the European 
Parliament since 2009. Before that he was twice elected 
Member of the Slovak National Council (1990 and 2002- 
2009). Between the years 2006-2009 he was Head of 
the Slovak Permanent Delegation and Vice-Chairman of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee. In 1989 he 
Co-founded People Against Violence which was an anti-
communist civic movement founded in order to put the 
country back on democratic track within the framework of 
the Velvet Revolution in 1989. Between 1990-1992 he was 
a president of the Social Democratic Party. After that, he 
co-founded SMER- Sociálna demokracia/ DIRECTION- Social 
Democracy Party and between the years 1999-2002 he 
was Vice-chair of the party.
Boris Zala studied Philosophy at Comenius University, 
Bratislava (CSc. 1995, PhDr. 1981, MSc. 1979) and at 
Constantine the Philosopher University, Nitra (Dr. Habil 2001).

Zubíček, Milan
Public Policy and Government 
Relations Manager, Central  
and Eastern Europe, Google

Milan has joined Google in 2016. He coordinates the 
policy team’s activities related to data governance and 
cloud in Central and Eastern Europe and is responsible 
for government relations in the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia. Previously he was the program manager at the 
Aspen Institute Prague and the public affairs consultant 
at Grayling.
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Annual “Vision for Europe” Award
Vision for Europe is the annually bestowed award for distinguished personalities who have, in the course of their 
lives, devoted substantial energies to the establishment and development of European ideals such as strengthening 
peaceful cooperation among European nations, developing a fair institutional arrangement of European integration, 
making European integration more accessible to European publics, and overcoming prejudices and misconceptions 
related to the integration process. The awarding ceremony is part of the annual Prague European Summit, and it is 
accompanied by the European Vision speech, which is delivered by the awardee.

Automation, Robotization, and Transformation of the Labour Market: Impacts for Central Europe
Czech and CE industry, great economic providers, are to be threatened by automation and robotization of manufacturing 
and traditional sectors of economy. What impacts does it have on the labour force and how can we already think of 
restructuring the economy long term? What are the sectors where CE can derive benefits, where/how can the EU 
help and provide guidance? Do the digital agenda and other initiatives provide sufficient growth? Will CE still depend 
on foreign investments to ensure its growth? 

Brexit: Two Years Behind, One Year Ahead
Despite the ambitious deadline for the withdrawal treaty set for October 2018, the terms of Brexit still remain largely 
uncertain. Phase 2 negotiations divide not only EU decision-makers, but the British political scene. The promised 
‘meaningful vote’ of the Parliament on the withdrawal treaty has been dubbed by British media as a ‘moment of 
maximum political danger’ for Theresa May, who is under increasing pressure from her own Conservative Party. Wales 
has agreed on a Brexit deal with the UK, leaving Scotland isolated after Nicola Sturgeon’s refusal to do the same. How 
can a return to a hard border between Northern Ireland and Ireland be prevented? Is the future of Britain in or out of 
the customs union? Is a second Brexit referendum only wishful thinking of the remainers or is it a realistic option?

Communicating Europe? Public Perceptions of the EU and its Reform 
Public opinion is increasingly at the heart of debates on European integration. Europe seems to be emerging from its 
many crises and the time seems to be up for decisive steps forward. The feasibility and sustainability of EU reform 
however crucially depend upon the support amongst national publics. So what do European citizens really want? Have 
they become too sceptical about the European project to resist any steps forward? Or they are keen to move towards 
an ever-closer Union? Is the issue of EU reform and its future subject of public debate preceding national elections? 
And what are the implications of recent national elections across Europe for the future of European integration?

The EU’s Global Role: Capacities, Credibility, and Coherence
The EU is underdoing decisive debates about its future, with different options on the table being defended by different 
sets of actors. In parallel, the EU has become markedly more ambitious in terms of foreign and defence policy, and 
remains a global economic actor. How do European neighbours and partners perceive these debates across the world, 
and what are the expectations outside of Europe? Is this perception of the EU’s distinctiveness shared inside the EU’s 
borders as well? How are the EU’s identity and role perceived outside of the Union?

European Defence Cooperation: A Symbol of the Future of European Integration?
Defence is the field in which the most progress has been made since the UK referendum. In a year and a half, the EU 
will have been able to successfully put together the non-executive mission’s HQ, PESCO, CARD, and an expanded 
role for the European Defence Agency. However, the speed at which progress has been made could be a validation of 
the fears about two-speed Europe, and of the way future integration will be drawn up: a French-German led initiative 
that other countries outside of the “core” have the choice – or not? – to join, at the risk of being left out? Is this a 
viable model that can be transposed for other issues? On principle, all countries who sign up to PESCO agree about 
the fact that the goals of its numerous projects is to reach European strategic autonomy. But how can we reconcile 
different priorities within PESCO, countries who see it as an opportunity to reinforce their territorial sovereignty and 
fight against migration, others who see it as enabling European intervention forces?

European Security Area: Can it be completed without integration of the Western Balkans?
The migration crisis in 2015 triggered intense discussions on European security and has emphasized the need for 
its upgrading. The political agreement with Turkey brought a relief, but it did not answer the question about the role 
that countries on the migratory route i.e. the Western Balkan countries should play in security architecture aimed at 
preventing similar crisis in the future. While some EU Member States vehemently oppose the integration of WB they 
do not offer alternative options for the region whose own security is still fragile. Would integrating the WB cause more 
problems than converting it to some sort of permanent hotspot in Europe s front yard with disastrous consequences 
for its but also for Europe s safety?
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Financial Framework beyond 2020
The Commission will present in May 2018 its proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework, including beyond 
2020; it is expected that the Commission will propose fundamental changes to the structure of the Framework 
including changes to income side of the EU budget (new sources, elimination of VAT based-resources and rebates, 
creation of a Eurozone envelope within the budget, etc.). What are the changes that have the biggest chances of being 
adopted? Will we see an end to all of the rebate systems? How will the budget be structured in the absence of the 
UK’s contribution?

Fiscal and Social Convergence: Is a Middle Ground Possible? 
With the posted workers directive voted, it seems that a first step has been taken towards finding future potential 
compromises on building Social Europe, one key step forward in EU integration. Discussion of parameters, red lines, future 
evolutions – harmonization of corporate tax, EU-wide social and retirement contributions, EU minimum wage etc. 

Future of the Cohesion Policy
Cohesion policy - the main priority of CEE member states - may undergo deep changes after 2021, and with net 
payers attempting to downsize it and net recipients planned to fight for its preservation, there is a chance that this 
issue will be at the forefront of EU policies in the near future. Potential divergences, such as linking the delivery of 
funds to respect of rule of law, will make the topic even more controversial. What changes can we expect in the 
Cohesion policy? Does Cohesion policy still meet its original aims?

Integration of the Eurozone and Two-Speed Europe: What will be the position of the EU member countries that so 
far have not adopted the common European currency and do not even plan to accept it?
It is currently discussed that the EU will become two-speed. The harder core should include the eurozone countries, 
led by France and Germany. Members with “soft” integration rates, and thus without the single currency, should be 
included in the second group. Two-speed Europe whose biggest supporter is French President Macron, may be a 
problem for non-eurozone countries. Important issues can be solved by the states themselves or among themselves. 
What will be the position of the EU member countries that so far have not adopted the common European currency 
and do not even plan to accept it? Can the future of these states within the EU be jeopardized even if we remain with 
the existing system and a two-speed Europe will not form?

Mapping the EU’s Relationship with the US 
The seeming increasing “bilateralization” of relations between the US and EU member states means that a narrower 
set of interests is communicated through transatlantic channels. What do we, as Europeans, learn from almost two 
years of DJT? Is someone in the EU leading the discussions with Trump? How has the relative loss of American 
normative power influenced the EU’s role as a foreign policy actor?

Populism and Demagogy: Are We Really out of the Woods?
The year 2017 was dubbed by some, perhaps too quickly, as the year that populist parties were defeated in crucial 
elections, especially with the defeat of Marine Le Pen and the realization that BREXIT will be a slow and mostly painful 
process. Is the influence of populist parties on the decline? Have the underlying factors of their rise been identified, 
and are mainstream politicians acting upon them? What is the danger of traditional parties appropriating themselves 
the rhetoric and sometimes even policies from these populist movements?

Quo Vadis European Neighbourhood?
The European Neighbourhood Policy was conceived with the aim of creating a ring of peaceful, stable
and prosperous states at the EU’s borders. However, in the meantime, the situation has dramatically changed as 
many new challenges have emerged in the neighbourhood, ranging from the conflicts in Syria and in Ukraine to 
economic stagnation and democratic backsliding in many other partner countries. Hence, we need to ask the most 
fundamental questions about the ENP´s functioning again: Does the EU need a new impetus for its policy in the 
neighbourhood? How can we make the policy truly attractive to partner countries? Are there lessons to be learned 
from the enlargement process? How to deal with the influence of external actors who are sometimes opposing EU´s 
intentions in the region?

The Road from Bratislava to Sibiu and Beyond
Until the Summit in Sibiu in 2019, the European Council is to reflect and discuss a number of proposals as outlined 
in the Leaders’ Agenda adopted by the European Council last year. How can we so far evaluate the process of EU 
reforms, which started in Bratislava two years ago? Celebrating 100th anniversary of Czechoslovakia, which was truly 
founded on modern European values, how could and should Czechia and Slovakia contribute to this reflection? Would 
these countries prefer more ambition during the next term of the European Commission or rather a consolidation and 
deepening of what has been achieved until now?
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Spitzenkandidaten: Shaping EU for Future 
The debate about the future of the EU is partially premised on the idea of improving responsiveness of and 
representative democracy at the European level. The EU’s response to this challenge will in part define the future of 
European integration. The introduction of the ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ system before 2014 EP election was one of the 
steps to make the EU more responsive. Given its polarising effect, the questions remain whether the system will 
be repeated and how should it be improved if it is supposed to stay? Should the EU go further and link the election 
of a (joint) EU president to the outcome of the EP elections? Or should the heads of state and government try to 
marginalise it?

Visegrad Agenda for the EU
The Visegrad Countries have strengthened their common approach concerning the future of Europe, and they do 
not shy away of debating it, as they believe that the EU is the best framework to face and tackle both internal 
and external challenges. What has the V4 achieved during its Hungarian Presidency regarding the following issues: 
build EU on existing foundations/ unity in diversity/ evolutionary and transformative strands/ competitiveness/ 
democratic legitimacy/ comprehensive approach to migration policy? 
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